“WHAT IS YOUR DREAM?”
(Psalm 40:4-8)

Down through the last few generations there has been reoccurring talk of “The Great American Dream”. Listen to an article, found on the internet and entitled: “Has the American Dream become our Nightmare?” 
“The time is ripe for us to rethink some of our deepest beliefs about the way this country should work, and how we should live our lives. For much of our history, we haven’t felt the need to negotiate our national faith in unlimited upward mobility. To the American middle class, the path forward and upward to economic comfort and security was clear, dependable, and beautifully simple: you went to work each day, and earned a little more money every year… ‘My money, myself’ could almost be the unofficial motto of American go-getters, particularly this generation’s Wall Street buckaroos.
Now as we gaze over the smoldering ruins, the classic American dream begins to resemble a collective hallucination. Of course, the present, current economic crisis—the worst since the Great Depression—may be no more than a rather large bump in the golden road of American prosperity. In the past, we’ve met and surmounted any number of threats to our safety and security. Each time we middle class citizens emerged, breathed a sigh of relief, and settled back, complacently assured of our national birthright to be fat, rich, happy and impervious to the afflictions dogging so many other people in the world. Still it’s hard not to have a sense of foreboding that, this time, things really are different: that the old familiar mold is broken for good.”

 Did you understand what I just read from a modern-day psychologist who majors in the study of the psyche of our peers? Before we begin to form an opinion on such a negative assessment, let’s place it alongside the message of King David, found in Psalm 40:4-8. 
“Blessed is the man 
who makes the Lord his trust,

who does not look to the proud,
 to those who turn aside to false gods.

Many, O Lord my God, 
are the wonders you have done.

The things you planned for us 
no one can recount to you;

were I to speak and tell of them, 
they would be too many to declare.

Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,

but my ears you have pierced;

burnt offerings and sin offerings

You do not require.

Then I said, ‘Here I am, I have come—

it is written about me in the scroll.

I desire to do your will, O my God;

your law is within my heart.”

What a striking contrast of desires found in these two documents. On the one hand, our contemporary sociologist points out poignantly that the desire for success in life, adopted by Americans over the last few generations, is in seriously trouble. After decades of belief that we Americans have the “national birthright” to expect prosperity and affluence, it seems the “old familiar mold is broken for good”. Meanwhile the ancient King of Israel, David writes a song of praise to his God many centuries earlier than today. His song expresses a different desire than economic success. He was chosen by God to be the King and yet had to endure years of being a fugitive from the then reigning King Saul. David had a couple of occasions where he could have assassinated this troubled ruler but he refrained out of respect and honor. David saw life differently than the “normal” American way of thinking. Even after this Israelite assumed the throne over Israel, he had a time when he lost his position and possessions to one of his sons who ousted dad from his rule. David had ample opportunity to recognize that there is nothing in this earthly life on which to place “the desire of his heart”.

In our sermon today there are two realities which we must point out and apply to our lives, in the year 2010 A.D. Both of the observations we will highlight should become the dream of this earthly life.

I. THE PRIMARY DESIRE (DREAM) OF A CHRISTIAN’S HEART SHOULD BE TO DO THE WILL OF GOD! (Verse 8)
This leads us to ask a couple of probing questions. How do we determine what the aims or goals of our lives will be? What is the criterion for determining what we center on when structuring the aspirations and expectations of any given day? Even more basic: what is the most important thing for you and me to accomplish in life? For our social scientist the most important thing for Americans has been to live for economic and status advancement. Such success is what drives our culture. In King David’s case it had been a variety of different things to live for, as he progressed through life. Once it had been to face a giant Philistine and slay him. Once it had been to be popular. Once it had been to be a great warrior. Once it had been to marry a beautiful woman. Now he has reached the conclusion that there is only one thing to live for: doing the will of God. Is that the testimony of our lives? Is working out the will of God in our lives the reason we get up in the morning or the desire for scheduling each day’s events? That was the motivation of life for David!
Please notice where David got such a perspective. Verse 8 finishes with David telling God, “Your law is within my heart”. David spent time in God’s Word. The more time he spent in the Word of God (the law of God), the more his desire was do to God’s will. I think it is accurate to say, if you design each day of your life to accomplish God’s will, you are spending time in the Bible. Conversely, I believe it is accurate to say, if you do not enter into each day’s preparation doing the will of God, you are not reading God’s Word faithfully. The two experiences go together! If you have one: hiding God’s law in your heart, you will build obeying God’s will into every day of your life. But there is a second reality found in this Psalm.

II. THE DESIRE (DREAM) OF A CHRISTIAN’S HEART SHOULD BE TO BELONG TO GOD! (Verse 6)

David tells God in verse 6, “My ears you have pierced.” There is a historical practice (universally known by history students) as a part of ancient cultures. You see, back then slavery was a reality. As nations conquered other nations, the defeated people were taken into slavery or slain. Those who became slaves were owned by masters who purchased their service for money. In ancient cultures those who found themselves in slavery often had an opportunity to be granted freedom following a set number of years of servitude. When the term of slavery was over many slaves had been treated very graciously by their owners. These slaves, upon earning their freedom had the opportunity to approach their here-to-fore master and ask to become indentured. Under this provision the master was given the right (by the former slave) to remain the slave’s master. To accomplish this act the slave’s left ear was pierced and the owner’s family seal (on an earring) was attached to the ear lobe. The indentured slave was marked as belonging to another for the rest of his or her life.

The Apostle Paul in the New Testament refers to this as “becoming a bond-servant of Christ Jesus”. (New American Standard Version) This designation “bond-servant” is found on ten occasions in the New Testament according to the NASV. This most precise of the original languages deliberately makes much of this cultural practice throughout the Old Testament and in Paul’s writings. 

Suffice it to say that King David, the author of Psalm 40 had many who had given up their freedoms to serve the King. Therefore when he speaks of God piercing his ears, he has this ritual in mind. To make the will of God the “desire” of one’s existence is to actively come to God in personal emptiness and humility. It is to relinquish one’s freedoms, one’s rights, one’s personal independence, one’s identity and instead place one’s loyalty to God: PERIOD! A person’s life should be lived so God gets the reputation, glory, significance and importance. Each day of a person’s life should be all about God and not the individual Christian.
Can you and I make the claim: “I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart”? When we are in the Bible to such a degree that it “is within our heart” we will know the will of God and make it the top priority of our time on earth. How are you doing in this regard? How am I doing in living with such a perspective? Guess what, folks? We have a choice to make every single day for the rest of our lives. I am reminded of the Old Testament hero, Joshua, who challenged the people of God in this way, “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness…but if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord!” (Joshua 24:14-15) The Great American Dream truly is a myth, a deception. The desire to do God’s will is the only way life (designed by God, Himself) will work. May He find us faithful!
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