“THE VALUE OF WORSHIP”
(Psalm 96:1-9)

In recent months we have taken occasion to point out the fact that a growing new view concerning human life has emerged in the thinking of our culture. Once upon a time Americans, at least, gave lip service to the reality of the God found in the Bible being important in their lives. In this “post modern” time, the main orientation of western thinking has increasingly moved toward the perspective of humanism. In other words, the focus of life is human-centered. This trend, today, is demonstrated in activities which are highly participatory. We see this in television programs such as “Survival”, “American Idol”, “Deal or No Deal”, “Dancing with the Stars” or “Who Wants to be a Millionaire”. We see this in many folk involved in karaoke, wearing Bible verses at sports events or driving cars adorned with their own customized bumper stickers announcing their personal stance on things. It seems that many want to be the center of attention. Some sociologists (people who study social dynamics) refer to this present time as “the Me Generation”. Have you noticed individuals in a shopping center or at the super market? People are preoccupied with themselves and it appears oblivious of others. Someone who works in our Wal-Mart told me they believe the biggest single occurrence happening when they work is the collision between human bodies and shopping carts. People are unaware of others even in the same aisle of a store. It seems many are under the impression that they are the only person in the store. The same could be said of people driving their autos on the freeway. It’s “move aside, here I come!”

To summarize our opening introduction to this message (on another value held by First Baptist Church) people make choices of what they do based on “what’s in it for them”. So let’s put the value statement of this congregation up against such an outlook on life. Let me read it to you!
“WE VALUE WORSHIP: Worship causes us to focus on who God is. It gives us strength for the present and the future. God is spirit and we must worship Him in spirit and truth!” Once again we listed several sections of the Bible to establish the basis for such a value. One of those listed in our document is Psalm 96. Let’s look at the first 9 verses.

READ PSALM 96:1-9
I. WE WORSHIP GOD BECAUSE WE WERE CREATED FOR WORSHIP!

Did you notice how the entire creation is described as being active in the worship of God? In verse 1, “all the earth” is commanded to “Sing to the LORD”. In verse 2, we are to “praise His name; proclaim His salvation”. In verse 3, we are to “declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples”. It goes on through this entire psalm: verse by verse. It would be ludicrous for us to think that we could read this song and then believe, when we come to a worship service, it is about us. True worship is all about centering our attention on the worthiness of God and celebrating who He is. Our worship must have an element of joy in it, as we make God’s glory the subject of our activity. Our meeting for worship is done correctly when we worship God in accordance with His description found in these verses. I believe that God has the right to be the ONLY object of our worship because He ALONE is worthy. All too often, people voice that their needs are not met when they attend a worship service. According to the Bible, the purpose of corporate worship (worshipping together) is to unite our voices, our minds, our feelings, and our attention on the person and character of God. 

II. WE WORSHIP GOD BECAUSE WE ARE COMMANDED TO WORSHIP HIM!  
Many blatantly declare that they don’t need to come to church. They proudly affirm that they see no need to gather with other believers for the purpose of being united in worshipping God. How does that square with the clear commands of Scripture such as verses 5-8, “For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and glory are in His sanctuary. Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations... ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering and come into His courts.” God, Himself tells us here that His strength and glory is found not only in nature, but especially “in His sanctuary”. Even more pointedly we are told to “ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name”.  And where does that take place? It occurs “in His courts”. We do not come into this worship room to catch up on all the details of what happened to us this last week. That can take place as we walk onto the church grounds and up to the moment we enter this “sanctuary”. It can, of course be part of our visiting with one another after we leave this room, or when we are doing something other than having a time of worship. But when we enter “His sanctuary” FOR WORSHIP, an immense change ought to occur. Our thoughts, our feelings, our attention and our activity all switch to “praise His name... declare His glory... ascribing to Him the glory due His name” even “bringing an offering and (coming) into His courts”. In essence it is coming into His kingly, royal courtroom. Worship is all about Him! And that leads us to consider one more point from this ancient Psalm.

III. WE WORSHIP GOD BECAUSE SUCH WORSHIP FULFILLS HIS PURPOSES!

In these verses we also read “among all nations... among all peoples... say among the nations... ascribe to the LORD O families of nations”. Public, corporate worship fulfills the purpose by which God ought to be known by all people. It becomes a stark contrast to the lifestyle of the world when we notice in verse 9 that our command is to “worship the Lord in the splendor of His HOLINESS; TREMBLE before Him, ALL THE EARTH!”  Walking into a worship service is all about recognizing His holiness with a reverence that can even bring with it trembling. If we worship the Great God of the Universe for His holiness, with awe or reverence that often gives us “goose-bumps” perhaps lowers our head in “abject humility” or practice the “brokenness” Don taught us about last Sunday, our world would hear of something different happening on the corner of Brush and High Streets. Guess what would happen then? The glory of God would be encountered by people in Shasta and Tehama Counties. Worship is an essential part of God’s plan for you and for me. It is, likewise, our vehicle to proclaim Him to others. 
In closing; a worship service is not to be the place where you get your spiritual food for the week. True, teaching through the sermon takes place during the hour. Yet the REAL purpose of worship is, as we have discovered, “ascribing to the Lord the glory due His name.” May we never forget this truth during our lifetime! God commands us to pattern our lives to His will! May He find us faithful! 
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