“THE VALUE OF FAMILY”

(Joshua 24:14-18)

There are many real stories which surround the founding of the United States of America. In fact, next Sunday we will recall some of them as we celebrate the anniversary of our nation’s independence. Let me share one of those biographical stories with you today. A young man was born in Coventry, Connecticut on June 6, 1755. He was the 6th of 12 children born to a prosperous farmer. He attended Yale College and graduated at the young age of 18. His intention was to be a Christian pastor like his older brother, Enoch. Instead, he ended up becoming a public school teacher at the age of 19. When speaking at his college graduation, six months earlier, he voiced his concern for girls not being permitted to public schooling. This motivated his school board to decide that he be allowed to teach a class of 20 girls from 5AM to 7AM before the boys full school day began. Two years later, in September 1775, this young teacher volunteered for the state militia and was commissioned a 1st Lt. in the 7th Connecticut Regiment. He was assigned by General Washington, personally, to “specific duty” answerable to the General, himself. He was to infiltrate the British army and gain information about their military plans. After gaining the needed information, he made it back to a river and signaled a boat, which in the fog he assumed was his escape back to his General. The boat unfortunately was British. He was captured as a spy and within two weeks was hung for his treason to the Crown. At his execution Nathan Hale announced in a loud, resounding voice, “I regret that I only have one life to ‘lose’ for my country”.
In the scripture passage we will look at this morning, we find another man making the same kind of clear statement of commitment. He is at the end of his lifelong God-given ministry. His name is Joshua. He was picked by God (just as our young American hero was picked by General Washington to do “specific duty”) to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land. After the conquest was largely completed, this older, esteemed leader (in contrast to our young American hero) utters a public word concerning himself and his family. Why would we take time to give you such information? We are reviewing the values this congregation holds near and dear. Let me begin by reading our public statement followed by a particular section of the Bible we need to study this morning.

“WE VALUE FAMILY – Family is the first institution established by God. Strong, loving, Spirit-filled families strengthen the church and society.”

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshipped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day who you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.” (Joshua 24:14-18)
God created families as an entity in life so He could enable his followers to be involved in ministry to people. Briefly this morning I want us to notice two aspects of a Christian family’s ministry. There are more than these two dimensions of family ministry, but we will consider only these in our brief time today. Under Joshua’s tutelage, the children of Israel were given a God-given calling to participate in family ministry. God’s children today have the same calling. Such a ministry involves the Lord expecting (1) a family commitment and (2) a family strategy. Let’s look first at commitment.
A. A CHRISTIAN FAMILY’S COMMITMENT…
Verses 2-13 of Joshua 24 provide the context of Joshua’s declaration by outlining the rich, spiritual heritage which Israel’s populace had, as part of their national history. Going back to the young American I mentioned earlier, I only shared a brief amount of the rich, spiritual history of Nathan Hale. You need to know his family history was as deep and centered on God as Joshua’s. With our view of Joshua’s history, let’s see how this Hebrew leader’s commitment is useful in understanding the value of family faith. Throughout human history, the ebb and flow of family life has continuously stretched faith to the max. Family members, while having learned lessons about how to apply faith in one situation, often find a completely different application in the next situation. It is essential for a Christian family to orient each family member to be open to living according to God’s will. When even one family member rebels from living by faith, a huge obstacle is erected which disrupts everything contributing to family oneness? Suffice it to say, that there is nothing which can provide more stability for a Christian family than an established heritage of “living by faith”. (Galatians 2:20, 3:11) When we see Joshua leading the Israelites (throughout the book that bears his name) it is clear that he and his family trusted God to accomplish his will in each situation of circumstance. Joshua had faith in God when assessing the feasibility of conquering the land. He had faith at the crossing of the flooded Jordan River, at the resounding defeat of the massive Jericho walls, when a thief had to be found within the Hebrew camp and when the sun stood still over a battlefield so the Israelites would defeat the enemy. Thus we can see that a family is prepared for life when all members of the household review their spiritual heritage and commit to living that way ALWAYS!
Verse 15 of our passage reminds us that members of a Christian family must continuously make decisions which allow God to take the lead and be in control. We read, “if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve”. The family needs to identify a process which will assure that each person’s life will show a loyalty and identity to the living God of the Bible. Family living demands that choices be made with the spiritual implications and the end results being considered before anyone attempts to do anything. 

Verse 14 is also included in a Christian family’s commitment. This verse tells us “Fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River”.  It includes family repentance. A family of faith is the environment in which change is accepted and sin is forgiven. Sin is actually recognized, acknowledged and discussed with the reality that forgiveness can happen WHILE repentance is expected. Families are to have actual activities to bring about cleansing and the recovery of righteousness. There will be times when confrontation will occur at moments of problem or sin. Such confrontation must happen in the context of love and a commitment to work together to eliminate sin. Why must this happen? Because every member of the family is still capable of sin and the family “togetherness” is discovered among “a family of sinners”. Both the attitudes of those who are righteous and those who are reprobates (in any given scenario) must conform to God. It is to all be done in love, respect, hopeful expectation and humility! That is a Christian family’s commitment in this life. But how do we do it? Let’s look at an appropriate Biblical family strategy to implement this way of life.

B. A CHRISTIAN FAMILY’S STRATEGY…

It is amazing to me to see members of Christian families actually living with only a token attempt to view circumstances (both great and small) from God’s viewpoint. That is NOT a correct strategy. We are to “seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” and then “all these things [will] be added unto you”. (Matthew 6:33 KJV) Let me quickly give you a list which you can use as a practical guide for your family to follow. 
1. Christian families need to remind everyone in their clan of their role to bring faith into their world as representatives of the Lord. That’s our duty! That’s who we are and what we are to be, in this life. We must dedicate our families and their resources to the task God has given us. We must talk of new doors of ministry adventure which might be opening up for us.  

2. Christian families must have regular Bible time and talk of what they are learning from God’s Word. Prayer for family members and the family ministry must take place. Along with this strategy step must be a commitment to encourage all other family members in whatever they face.
3. Christian families should work together in joint projects which minister to other people within the church and even outside the church. Sometimes a particular family member has an individual ministry. Such ministry must be supported by the rest of the family as part of the overall commission to represent God, in life.

4. Christian families should (if at all possible) invest in one outside resource to use per year to enhance spiritual growth in the family. This might be a conference, a DVD series, a book, a seminar etc.

With such an investment the family needs to plot what to work on (by all family members) and set up a time of evaluation. To think that anyone in the family has nothing to work on is living in denial!

5. Christian families need to deal openly and frankly with major issues through communication, coupled with the freedom to share frustrations and blessings. Hopefully there is much listening and a bit of talking. There must be teamwork to work toward solutions as family members affirm each other while working at problem solving.

There you have a list of items to discuss and implement. Sit down with your household and use it to grow together God’s way. He will honor you for enhancing the value you place on your family life together! May we all be able to say as Joshua did: “... as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15)
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