“A VALLEY OF DRY BONES”
(Ezekiel 37:1-14)

Throughout the study of the Bible a great many people have learned to make a decision to avoid it as a book of interest. There are many reasons why they come to such a determination. There are topics such as “the love of God, grace, mercy, redemption and hope” which folk wish to see in life. Even with the idea that the Bible claims to be the Word of God, a great number of humans treat this book as a volume filled with interesting ideas. People readily reach the conclusion that though they see interesting things in this reference book, the basic message is something they reject. One doesn’t have to read much of the Bible to realize that this book deals with topics which people are uncomfortable thinking about. Subjects such as “sin, judgment, misbehavior, discipline and Hell” invoke negative feelings in the hearts of humans. By the time one reaches the third chapter of the first book of the Bible, Genesis, the moral fall of mankind is established as fact. From that chapter on, the Bible portrays the all of human existence to be contaminated by immorality.  
There is down through human history uneasiness about such negative thinking. Instead people, focus on positive thoughts and pleasant experiences. If anyone believes the Bible’s message, he/she must accept God’s perspective that “there is no one righteous, not even one” (Romans 3:10) and that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. (Romans 3:23) Such a slant requires a person to buy into the outlook that everything is in decay and getting worse by the moment. This moral dilemma is obvious to anyone who watches life around them, realistically. This is the reason why many do not respect the Bible. Its message of sin is repugnant to people. People avoid facing realities such as sin, ugliness, pain, discomfort, negativity and death. If the fall had not happened, as we see in Genesis 3, we would not contend with such malignancy. BUT I HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF US TODAY! Such blight is not the end of the story. 
This is our final message in the series of sermons from the book of Ezekiel. There was hope for the Judean exiles of Ezekiel’s day and there is hope for people today! Just as the book of Genesis started with sin, judgment and death, so Ezekiel 37 picks up a word picture which the prophet left us way back in Chapter 24. There we discovered the “Song of the Cooking Pot” God used that song to describe the sinful nation of Judah as a bunch of bones cooked in a pot. The bones were put in the pot to flavor the meat and broth being cooked. But they had become “charred” and “encrusted”. They needed to be scraped out “piece by piece” (v. 24:6). The same verse tells us the pot now was encrusted, whose deposit would not go away”. The bones and blood from the meat were removed from the pot and left on the ground “without being covered” (v. 24:7-8) by dust and dirt. Jerusalem, the capital of Judah was to be totally destroyed and the shame of God’s nation left in the field for all peoples to see. That was where that song ended. So, let’s turn to Ezekiel 37 and get “the rest of the story”
(READ EZEKIEL 37:1-14)
In dramatic fashion the Holy Spirit gives His prophet another vision. In this dream Ezekiel finds himself in the middle of a valley full of bones. We just reminded ourselves of what these bones represented from the song this son of man used in chapter 24. Now let me focus your attention specifically by pointing to 37:11. “These bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off’.” Though the captives had not wanted to go through the chastisement God brought upon them, God repetitiously reminded them that a restoration was on the way. They were so opposed to what God brought into their lives they wrote God off. But, God did not desert them! He was disciplining them AND then was going to restore them. God commands His servant, “Prophecy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord say to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath into you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’” (Verses 4-6)
So much for no hope, huh? Ezekiel’s audience had thrown in the towel. God hadn’t! Down through Israel’s history, God continuously led His people into the experience of discipline so He could bring them back to Himself in renewal. When God brings about discipline its purpose is for the future restoration of His people. We see this process of discipline, repentance and restoration in the book of Judges; thirteen specific times. We discover this process, now, during the ministry of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. It was fulfilled under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
I want you to see this process of renewal has three facets. The first stage is the acknowledging the corrupted state of people which brings about God’s judgment. The second step is for people to come to their senses and repent. The third part is when God restores them. Did you notice how it was described in verses 7-8? “And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.” The final phase is described in verses 9-10: it is a spiritual revival and restoration. Listen to this verse: “Prophecy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.” 
Whether or not you look at the time of the Judges, at Judah’s history when Hezekiah and Josiah sat on the throne, at Ezekiel’s time, or at Israel’s return as a nation in the 1940’s, God’s cyclical process remains the same. Today, in present-day Israel the bones of national structure have been reestablished by God. Spiritual renewal has yet to occur. That has yet to happen! 

I have just described revival as God has revealed it. It applies to us the same way today! It consists of the same three steps: the NEED for revival, the OUTWARD circumstances for revival, and the INNER repentance for revival. God has specifically put it into His Word, at the dedication of the Temple of God, in 2 Chronicles 7:13-14, “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, (His act of discipline) if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, (the peoples’ act of repentance) then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land (His act of revival).” The entire process is laid out for us to see. 

Ezekiel was ministering to a stubborn, obstinate people who were hostile toward God. This God, who is the same yesterday, today and forever remained consistent. And He brought back His people just as He promised. He is true to His word. I need to add that not only do we see God consistent with His people back then, but there will be ultimate restoration in the future for God’s people when sin will be completely eliminated and His people will live in a glorified state with no pain, no sorrow, no sin, no limitations. 

There is a specific application for God’s people today, as well. We in America, who claim the name of the Lord, need to first of all be cognizant of the glaring NEED for revival in our lives, our families, our churches and our nation today. Things appear to be bleak. We must not throw in the towel! We must be committed to the revival of our nation. We must follow the very process outlined by God. (1)We must humble ourselves! (2)We must pray! (3)We must seek His face: His will and desire above and beyond what we desire! (4)We must turn from our wicked ways! THEN (1) God will hear from heaven! THEN (2) God will forgive our sin! THEN (3) God will heal our land! My challenge to you this morning is to assume the same calling as Ezekiel had with the captives in Babylon. We live in a nation filled with people who do not live according to God’s way of life. We live in a selfish, ungodly, humanistic, arrogant culture interested in doing everything in their own way, while thinking we are a cut above any other people. Repentance is essential for revival. We, who claim the name of God, must first attend to our own holiness by humbling ourselves before our God. Then we must call all our friends, loved ones, acquaintances to repentance as well. If such commitment sweeps through the church of God there is hope and dry bones can come to life again. The time is short. The obstacles are huge. The call is not to be put off for the next generation. IT MUST BEGIN TODAY!!!!!
“Rise up, O men of God!

Have done with lesser things;

Give heart and soul and mind and strength

To serve the King of kings.


Rise up, O men of God!

The Church for you doth wait,

Her strength unequal to the task:

Rise up and make her great.

Rise up, O men of God!
His kingdom tarries long;

Bring in the day of brotherhood,

And end the night of wrong.”
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