“TWO EAGLES AND A VINE”
Ezekiel 17:1-6

Ezekiel 17:7-10

Ezekiel 17:19-21

We are in a series of sermons from the biblical book of Ezekiel. This is the fourth message of ten. I recognize that not all members have been able to attend each session. Therefore, we must review the historical setting of what is happening to the Old Testament nation of Judah. With such information, we will be able to understand an important lesson from this prophet as he tries to communicate a message from God to the Judeans, in Ezekiel 17.

In our first sermon we were presented with the call of this priest named Ezekiel. God called him to be a prophet, instead. He was told by God to give a message to the Judeans who were captives in the far away country of Babylon. God also tells this servant that his audience would be obstinate. God let His messenger know that He would alter Ezekiel’s personality to withstand the opposition he would face. Therefore, the prophet is to use every tool of communication to reach them, regardless of their response. 
In our second message we were given a spectacular portrait of the Glory of God. It was far and above anything human beings could expect. It was so “out of this world” that the prophet fell face down to the ground in sheer terror. It was obvious to us that Ezekiel’s message was important and urgent!
Last week’s discourse, showed us thirdly, how uninterested in God the Judeans were. With a long history of blatant idolatry, God pointed out how angry He was at His people. They needed to recognize the trouble they were in as complacent sinners. And, they shined God’s messenger on!

Today we will find out that the prophet uses the literary device of “allegory & parable” (Verse 1) to reinforce his message to the captives he is to communicate with. Follow along as I read Ezekiel 17:1-6.
READ EZEKIEL 17:1-6

I. THE FRUITFULNESS OF LIFE UNDER GOD’S DISCIPLINE!

Let me use a few sentences to review what an allegory is about. An allegory is a story in which the characters are intangible realities. They are “personified”, or simply made into people or animals. As you follow the plot of the story you see the progress or absence of progress of such realities. One of the most famous allegories, in English literature, is “Pilgrim’s Progress”. In this story a person named Pilgrim is followed through the journey of life. He goes through many difficult circumstances, like “the Slough of Despond” (the Swamp of Sorrow in today’s language) to become a different person in the end. This pilgrim ends up having the name change of Christian. When the Bible uses an allegory (such as in Galatians 4) the reader is alerted to the fact that allegory is the method being used. In the Galatians 4 verses we read of two ladies from history: Hagar and Sarah. The passage tells us they represent “two covenants”.  Thus, the Apostle Paul uses two historical women to teach us truth about the two covenants which God had with His people.

Here in Ezekiel 17 we read that the Lord told Ezekiel, “Son of man, set forth an allegory and tell the house of Israel a parable”. (Verse 17:2) I hope you remember that two weeks ago we taught you to apply an identification of any word picture only when the Bible defines what the identification stands for? We must do that with an allegory also. Here in Ezekiel 17 we are told what this first eagle stands for, in verses 11-14. The king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, is represented by this eagle. The eagle is said to be very powerful. He breaks off the top of a cedar tree and carries it off to a land of merchants. This eagle (this king) plants the top of this tree in his own land (Babylon). His country was known for its commerce. It was the most powerful kingdom in the Middle East at the time of this writing.

This eagle also took some of the good seeds from Judah and planted these (along with the treetop) in his own land. There the ruler tended to this new planting and a vine began growing. The plant grew toward this powerful king in allegiance but its roots ran deep in God’s Word and the vine flourished. In the explanation verses of 11-14 we discover that the “branches” represent the youth of Judah, the sons of royalty who were the future of Judah. This ruler took these people away from the land of Israel and made them his. We know some of them from another book of the Bible: Daniel. Four of these seeds went by the name of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. (Daniel 1:6-7) The chief official of Nebuchadnezzar renamed these four guys Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, respectively. All four of these Judean young men were given Babylonian names. We know from the history we read in Daniel that each of them advanced into positions of authority within the Babylonian government. They flourished in a foreign land, as portrayed, here, in Ezekiel 1. This eagle (the ruler of Babylon) is pictured as God’s instrument of discipline for His people. As He punished the Judeans for their gross sin, He builds the future of His people for a return to their land in the future. The story of Daniel shows these four young men as refusing to compromise their faith for the paganism of Babylon. They remained faithful to their God by refusing to worship a statue of Nebuchadnezzar or quit praying to God. They even refused to eat the royal diet which was offensive to Judean food restrictions. God honored them for their lives of faith in dramatically. They stayed true to their God and accepted their exile as God’s work in their lives. They were the beginning of a vital, healthy new vine.

READ EZEKIEL 17: 7-10
II. THE FUTILITY OF REBELLION UNDER GOD’S DISCIPLINE!

A second eagle is added to the story. It is also identified in this chapter in verses 15-21. This bird stands for the nation Egypt. When Nebuchadnezzar took King Jehoiachin captive to Babylon, he set up a puppet governor in Jerusalem (the King of Judah’s own son) to rule under Babylonian authority. This new governor’s name was Zedekiah. Though he took an oath to be subject to Nebuchadnezzar, he quickly resented Babylonian rule. The citizens of Jerusalem and the Babylonian captives did as well. You see, most of Judah (as we have discovered) refused to live life God’s way. This was happening in Jerusalem with idolatry in the very Temple of God while at the same time by the Kebar River in Babylon, where the captives lived. 
Guess what happened in real history? Zedekiah entered into an alliance with Egypt and during the Jerusalem siege the Pharaoh marched to the aid of Jerusalem. What a coincidence, huh? So Nebuchadnezzar lifted the siege, went after the Egyptians and routed them all the way back through half the Nile river land. Then he came back and besieged Jerusalem until he devastated the entire city. The nation Judah ceased to exist. This first vine, in Babylon, flourished with the faithfulness of some of the young people in captivity. The second vine, found in Jerusalem, withered and died a horrible death. 

We read in both Jeremiah and Ezekiel that God’s message was: “Accept your discipline from God and use your time in captivity to get your lives back to obedience of my law!” The city of Jerusalem did not need to be destroyed. The destruction occurred due to the arrogance and continual sin which was their “way of life” in Judah. It was also the way of life for the majority of the captives by the Kebar River. God used Babylon to “clean house” in the lives of His people. We have time to look at a third portion of this chapter and then discover what this incredible book means for us today.

READ EZEKIEL 17: 19-21
III. THE FINAL ACT FOLLOWING GOD’S JUSTICE!

God always finishes what He starts. After He is done discipling, the God of the Bible is a God of hope. He deals with sin and He restores those who are faithful. Here He ends the allegory by showing Himself as planting a third plant. This is the future glory of Judah under His sustaining care. Psalm 139:16 tells us, “All the days ordained (planned) for me were written in your book before one of them came to be”. Romans 8:28 tells us, “We know that in all things (all things) God works for the good of those who love Him…” Hebrews 12:11 tells us, “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained in it.” 
Everything we experience, in this life, is known by God. Life in this present age consists of good and bad, fruitfulness and barrenness, hope and concern. Through it all God is in control. There is nothing that happens that is not a part of His design. There are times of difficulty when we must learn the hard way. There are times when we need to develop obedience, patience or humility. God is at work, through it all, just as He was in Ezekiel’s time. Keep in mind God even broke this prophet open, by taking his wife, so people would “get the message”. 
One group (the young, faithful leaders of Judah) was blessed by God, thru the fire. The other group (the disobedient majority of Judeans) was destroyed by God because of obstinate, hard-hearted unrepentance. Do you see a lesson in this for us to learn today? Is it incomprehensible for us to see how this applies to individual Christians today? Is there no lesson in this for Americans, as a nation, today? Are we blind to the urgency of God’s call through the prophet Ezekiel? 

Are we riveted to living life as we want to live it? Or are we living life today, as God would desire us to do? If we do it His way, we will hear the affirmation, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” If we do it our way, great will be our fall!
“A carnal Christian sat on a wall,

This selfish Christian had a great fall;

All the Lord’s angels,

And all the Lord’s men;

Couldn’t put Sinner together, again!”
Today, have you a child of God having given your entire allegiance to humble yourself before Him and do whatever He asks or commands? If not, be aware you are in a precarious position. You will one day stand in front of a living, all-righteous, perfect, holy God who opposes the proud! 

If you do belong to Him; do you really belong to Him? Are you holding out on God? Are you “calling the shots” in any area of your life? If so, be aware you are in a precarious position. Your eternal life is secure but any “wood, hay and straw” built in your life will be destroyed! “If what a person has built survives, he will receive his reward. If what he has built is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself, but only as one escaping through the flames” (1 Corinthians 3:12, 14-15) 
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