“THE VALUE OF STEWARDSHIP”
Psalm 24:1




Matthew 25:14-30

There is a reality of life which is misunderstood, at least, by most citizens of the United States of America. The reason for this is that our nation’s founding fathers made a statement in the Declaration of Independence which contradicts this reality. The original document makes the statement that “ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL”. Please realize that in terms of the equality of personal worth which is found in each individual, the declaration is accurate! But in truth, all men are NOT created equal. Some people are born with or live the bulk of their lives with chronic illness while others appear to be immune from disease or physical handicap throughout their lifetime. Some are born into abundant wealth and prosperity while other folk live most of their life in poverty with ongoing financial need. Some individuals are born with natural gifts and abilities in an area of life while others do not have any natural giftedness. Though it is necessary for people to try to attain their potential, the degree of achievement which can be achieved, in a given area, is as varied as the number of people you find within any crowd. 
This church blatantly affirms that the Bible is the written Word of God. It is God’s revelation of who He is and how He, the creator and sustainer of all things, views human life. In His word, God gives people a clear picture of what is true and what is false concerning human life. The members of FBC several years ago adopted ten values which are found in the Bible. These values explain the motivations which Christians should maintain as important elements of church life and ministry. Today we continue our review of another of these strategic values, the Value of Stewardship. Our statement reads like this: “WE VALUE STEWARDSHIP – Good stewards acknowledge God as the owner and provider of all. Therefore, we will faithfully manage all He has given us for His purpose and glory.” 
The FBC Value Statement lists several scriptural references upon which this Value of Stewardship is based. This morning we will refer to two of them. The first one is found in a single verse of the Bible; Psalm 24:1. Listen to this all inclusive verse as I read it to you. It sets the stage for our sermon. This is what it says:


“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”

We must accept the truth of this Biblical fact before we explore a parable of Jesus, which will cover a major portion of our sermon today. It is essential for each of us to realize this basic foundational truth: everything and everyone in this earthly existence belongs to God! This is an all-encompassing claim! Nothing/nobody is left out of the equation. In spite of what atheists and others claim (by means of denying the existence or authority of God) the Bible proclaims to readers that everything belongs to God, everything is controlled by God and everything is given by God. With that brief summary, let’s turn to Matthew 25:14-30. We will investigate a story, relayed by our Lord, to His followers. Please do not lay aside Psalm 24:1 but use it as the backdrop; the context (if you please) to this parable.
(READ Matthew 25:14-30)
Jesus uses a well-known historical event as the setting for His teaching about stewardship. His disciples were well aware of the fact that Herod the Great, the former King of Israel, went on a journey to Rome to pay homage and money to the reigning Caesar so he would be given the authority to rule over the Jewish nation. Using such a known scenario, Jesus gives an analogy of God as a person who sets up three servants to “mind the store”. Surely you understand that God hasn’t gone anywhere. He is still seated on His throne, reigning in power and glory over all created things. What is the opening perspective of this analogy? We are going to observe three people given money, which belongs to their master, so that they can manage His property while he is away. 

This man entrusts his entire estate to these three. When he comes back, they will be expected to have brought an increase into their master’s belongings. Nothing in this story ever belongs or is owned by the servants. Everything belongs to the master. Well, guess what? We go back to Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.” God created this world. All that is within it (including us) belongs to Him! We are entrusted with His possessions for the purpose of enhancing His glory and prestige. That is why we were given life by God! But, the plot thickens.
Notice that the owner (in the story) does not give equally to the three men. One is given five talents of money, one is given two talents of money and one is given one talent. And verse 15 tells us the money was given “according to each servant’s ability”. There is no equality in such gifting either. Don’t you and I see that in real life? Some people have an incredible gifting in music, in sports, in academics; you name it. God, who owns everything, determines what He gives to people based on His knowledge of each one’s abilities. Wait a minute! God is the one who gives abilities. 

Human beings play the game of comparisons between one another. People, continually, place themselves in a position of competition. It’s the way we humans think. This is not God’s way of looking at things. It never has been that way! Jesus points out in verse 19 that the master arrived back home and met individually with each servant “to settle accounts”. Each of the servants is judged on the basis of what he has done with what he received. In every instance, the master expects each servant to be responsible only for what he has received based on his abilities. If the servant lives within the growth of the abilities he is given (so that it brings increase) the master is pleased and gives more blessings in response. If the servant does not accept the perspective of the master and does not manage what he is given, according to his abilities, the master is displeased and judgmental. God’s judgment of a person’s productivity is not based on comparison but what is done with what is given. 
As we grasp the Lord’s teaching on life in this parable, it becomes obvious that those who receive more from God have more responsibility to bring to the table in answer to God’s expectations. There is a major discrepancy in what each of us is given by God to manage in our lives. The more one has to use by God, in life’s ministry, the more one is accountable for in terms of productivity. Welcome to the issue of “Stewardship”. The value we are considering this morning is about taking what God gives you in life, and responding thankfully, in return, by giving yourself diligently to applying it so the owner (God) gets the increase (“glory”). 

If we take what God bestows on us and horde it away for ourselves, or consider it as ours to own, we will not be happy with the outcome. This relates to at least, all of the following: 

· finances & money
· abilities & giftedness

· opportunities & ministries

· relationships & families

· potential achievements & accomplishments
· personal attention & achievement

· responsibilities & impacts

The Westminster Confession tells people that “The chief end of man is to glorify God” All we have belongs to God. We are His servants. Our task is to bring glory, praise, adoration, worship and submission to the ruling God of the universe. In the Lord’s parable He is not teaching that the poor will always be poor. It could just as well have been the person with the two talents or the five talents hiding away the money and the one with one talent expanding the resources God had given. The result would have been the same. The person hording whatever God has given him as his own property, rather than belonging to God, will be the one receiving judgment from the Lord, Himself. 

In other words no follower of God can say, “I am under no obligation to discipline my life so that God receives renown by how I handle money entrusted to me, time given to me, relationships given to me,  abilities given to me or ministries given to me!” 
Stewardship is a commitment to accepting God’s ownership of everything in life and learning how to make His fame and prestige flourish by how we handle the resources He has given. 

Pam and I rented the houses we lived in for all but the last seventeen years of our marriage. While in that mode we would move into a house and take care of it as if it was our own. We never forgot that it belonged to the landlord. We took care of it so he or she would be respected because of how the property looked. This is the perspective of stewardship! Everything you and I are, have, can do or be, belongs to the landlord of all landlords: God. That includes our time, our priorities, our relationships, our health, our money, everything (you name it); IT’S ALL GOD’S! How are you doing with His stuff? Is he exalted in people’s eyes because of what people see in your life? Hopefully you will hear; “Well done, good and faithful servant!”    
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