February 5, 2012


“THE URGES OF OUR SINFUL NATURE”
Genesis 1:27
 Galatians 5:19-21

 James 2:10-11

The human mind is an amazing thing. The scope of information which an ordinary person can comprehend is vast. One of God’s crowning achievements showing his creative genius is the functioning brain of his species’ homo sapiens. The range of research about the human brain keeps expanding with new data almost daily. Man is befuddled by the magnitude and precision residing within the reasoning capability of people. To be honest with you, speaking as an avowed Christian, I find it ludicrous to think for one moment the functioning of our brain could have evolved into what it is, all by itself. I mean; is that logical, really? To buy into a view of evolution with regard to our mentality is certainly more outlandish than accepting the idea of an intelligent mind designing such thinking creatures as us.

Christian theology, however, takes its belief in a sovereign creator to a whole other level! Theologians, who gain their perspective of God from the Bible, discover God described in Genesis 1:27 like this: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” God didn’t create the human brain with just the ability to reason. Humans were also created in God’s image. Without delving into all the ramifications of such a thought, “the image of God” includes the capacity of people to make moral decisions. Apart from other created beings, humans alone know what is morally right and wrong. We must be careful though! This ability to differentiate between right and wrong can wreak havoc in the minds of people. Folk don’t just learn facts by using their brains. They decide, by their own volition, what they do and what they do not do. As we reviewed last week; the Bible teaches each person is born with a sinful, contaminated nature. This nature has the tendency or bent to rebel against God. The default nature of each human leads everyone to do his or her own thing. Stay with me, please, as I pursue this Biblical line of thought. With each person having such a sinful nature people conjure up a host of rationalizations and explanations for disobeying God.
At the same time, it is quite often the practice of human thought for folk to classify sinful behavior. Let me use an example. People quite often distinguish between dishonesty and “little white lies”. Human nature is also more prone to be concerned about sinful ACTIONS rather than sinful ATTITUDES. Visible sin usually gains the spotlight. A lackadaisical view of sin thoughts is even prevalent in the minds of professing Christians. Believers conveniently forget that “…The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7) Because of this, we must see what God sees concerning the urges of our sinful nature. Such information will help us recognize how crucial it is for a Christian to be Spirit-filled! It is essential for those who call themselves Christians to see sin in its entire malignancy. Sin of any kind is sin! There is no iniquity more heinous than another. So let’s turn to our major passage of scripture for today to see it graphically displayed. Let’s stand for the public reading of God’s Word: Galatians 5:19-21. This is a very penetrating part of the Bible but it is completely accurate in content.

“19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

How’s that for a grotesque, ugly list of moral filth? We must understand that when Paul says “the acts of the flesh are obvious”, he doesn’t mean they are committed publically where they may be seen. Some are public; some are not! Instead, he is stating what should be apparent to all his readers; that such acts originate with the sinful nature. Such disobedient actions do not come from the nature given believers by God. The list we just read contains sins that emanate from every part of the human, sinful nature. By the way, it is not a comprehensive list. Paul here is giving examples from every dimension of life so as to deal with the entire gamut of sinful behavior. Bible students find that in Paul’s writings he gives lists which are never exhaustive but examples with the purpose of communicating a point with his readers. We have it in his lists of spiritual gifts (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12) and in his lists of leadership qualifications (1 Timothy 3, Titus 1). So, do not be surprised to find here in Galatians 5 the same kind of examples given concerning sinful behavior. 
Let’s look at the list in front of us. The first three words cover sexual sins. We find the Greek word (porneia), used to translate “immorality”. This is where we get the word pornography from. The second word used is (akatharsia) meaning “impurity”. It basically speaks of being ethically dirty. Paul almost exclusively, in his writings, uses it to speak of moral uncleanness and unnatural vice. “Debauchery” comes from the word (aselgeia), which means an “open and reckless contempt for propriety”. To be honest, any list of sexual sins could be far more extensive but Paul uses these three Greek words to speak of this whole arena so people understand God’s view of things.

The Apostle next goes into a second itemization of sinful behavior. This time we find sins of wrong belief on display. The two words used are “idolatry” and “witchcraft”. The first word speaks directly about giving oneself intensely to an activity, an object, a person or even a cause rather than giving oneself to God. Any person, place or thing which is more valuable than God in a person’s life becomes an idol and that is sin! The second word comes from the Greek (pharmakeia). This refers to either a blatant or a secret giving of oneself to dabbling with or worshiping evil demonic things. These two words are arranged in such a way as to indicate that giving oneself to belief different than toward God offends Him. He and He alone must be the object of our life’s attention and its approach. If God does not hold such a place in our lives we might act by making something else more important than God. Some even reach into Satan’s realm!  

The area of sin in our relationships with other people is described next. Eight harmful words are in the third section of Paul’s list. “Hatred” is in the plural form in this passage. The word encompasses any and all manifestations of “enmity” between classes, between groups of people or even between individuals. These enmities are sins which Paul continuously teaches his followers to consider null and void because they are now “in Christ”. “Discord” is the sin of people not getting along. Yes, God calls it sin! Four out of the six times Paul mentions this word in his writings ties it in with church life. Any who have been in the church for any period of time are not surprised that it is possible, within the body of Christ, to find people who are not “filled with the Spirit”. When they lapse in their spiritual renewal they are fertile ground where the enemy can plant roots of “discord”. Akin to “hatred” God detests “discord” as well. Paul is not done yet! “Jealousy” and “fits of rage” are just as sinful as the above. I am aware that there is a godly zeal and a righteous anger. These are not included here in these verses. Here Paul speaks of zeal and anger issuing from perhaps selfish motives, or the need for attention or hurt pride. Such inner feelings are evil in God’s estimation and eat away at us while, at the same time, they also hurt others. Do we get it? The list is getting close to home isn’t it? God’s exhortation is still not done. “Selfish ambition” gets added to the mix. Throughout the pages of the Bible the Greek word (eritheiai) is translated several ways: “contention, strife, selfishness, rivalry, and intrigues”. All such translations speak of the same method of interacting with others. According to this scripture, they have the same result. They are evidence of SIN! “Envy” concludes the third set of Greek words and is much like the “jealousy” we’ve already looked at. With “envy” however, the word (phthonoi) adds the act of wishing ill to come upon the one who is being envied. We’re almost done with this insidious list of the urges of the sinful nature!  

The final grouping of two words talks of the despicable public behavior of “drunkenness” and “orgies”. Here we find people acting in such a way to be completely out of control of their minds and of their actions. The words denote pleasures so out of control that they have degenerated into total disregard of any control in life and bring people to appear to others as berserk and foolish. 

Again, I tell you this is not an exhaustive list of the sinful nature’s urges. Paul writes “and the like” in verse 21 to inform us he has abbreviated his list to only mention a small group of sins. Surely we get the picture. 
I must wrap up this biblical portrayal with one more insight as we come to a close. We find a final note in James 2:10-11. I believe it prudent to include this passage because the list we just explored does not even touch things like murder, theft, burglary or other such “major sins”. Listen to this.

“10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.”

My final word of instruction is this: there are no degrees of sin in God’s eyes. Too many people shred other folk with spiteful words while, at the same time, believing they are justified to act in such a way because they have not stolen anything from others. Far too many Christians hold a spirit of vengeance and hang on to a grudge while believing they are justified for harboring hurt because they do not take the Lord’s name in vain. Too many believers stir up dissension within the church and amongst others and even believe they are justified in such sinful behavior for they read their Bible regularly. That, my dear friends, is duplicity at its worst! All the sins I just used as examples fit nicely within the urges of the sinful nature. If they have a place in our lives we have not discovered the answer to ongoing sin in our lives. It is the Holy Spirit who must have access to our lives so we can grow beyond such sinful behavior. He can produce fruit in our lives. We need such fruit! That is why He indwells us. Do we choose to submit to the Spirit and live? Or do we opt to say “sic em’ to the black dog of our sinful nature by refusing to let God change us?  Brothers and sisters: life is too short for us to live as our old nature dictates. A life of faith will never work that way. Join us in the weeks ahead as we discover the alternative life which may be received from the Holy Spirit as He produces fruit in our lives! As we read in Romans 8:37, “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us!”    
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