“THE VALUE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS”
(Colossians 3:1-17)

Here we are! We have arrived at the end of our pilgrimage through the 10 value statements of this church. These values are realities which we who meet at this location hold as basic to our identity. To know us is to know these truths as important factors in our thoughts and in our actions. We believe that to represent the God of the Bible, we must actively and openly give our lives to all ten of these values. There are many topics and issues in which we might find disagreement with one another on occasion, yet with these ten realities we are unanimously in agreement! As we come to the last of our ten, let me review with you the entire list and what each means. As members of FBC we give ourselves to (1) having lives of persistent PRAYER, (2) obeying the authority of SCRIPTURE, (3) humbly submitting to SPIRIT-FILLED LEADERS, (4) being active in individual and church-wide DISCIPLESHIP, to (5) finding ways to participate in OUTREACH,  (6) establishing and maintaining the Biblical FAMILY, (7) making a commitment to public WORSHIP, (8) bringing every area of life under the practice of STEWARDSHIP, (9) being actively involved in the life of this congregational COMMUNITY and now, to (10)living lives of personal and corporate RIGHTEOUSNESS!  

This last value is one which, perhaps, brings the greatest concern to both church leaders and church families in this generation. Church evaluators in this 21st Century tell us that the “RIGHTEOUSNESS” or “HOLINESS” exhibited by Christian adults from the time of the Great Depression or the two World Wars was mostly an outward piety. Back then local churches were largely known as the ones who provided people with a list of “do’s and don’ts”. To be sure, distinctive behaviors do need to be emphasized. Unfortunately the same folk who condemned all dancing and card playing  thought nothing of slandering Christian brothers and sisters at the same time. Across the board, the children of many such adult believers, (me included) beginning in the “turbulent 60’s”, saw our government officials lie in terms of battle information during the Korean conflict or Viet Nam and have seen racial discrimination either openly or overtly practiced, even now. National leaders, in all walks of life, have been involved in immoral behavior, many while professing Christian faith. As a result of such open duplicity, the last four generations of Americans have largely given up on the church. The church is not the only authoritative institution to experience this over-all disillusionment. Yet, it has been the leading excuse for younger generations to live in open rebellion to the “righteousness” espoused by the Bible. Since a goodly number of Christians are observed in their homes, their workplaces and their activities professing one thing while doing something else, most Americans make no attempt to make Biblical righteousness a part of their lives. You see, if their “role models” can’t live up to a personal holiness, why should they try to bring it into their lives? 

By the way; though this is an issue today, we do not have a corner on the market. During the times of the early church, James wrote to church people, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says!” (James 1:22) Today’s sermonic alarm is of utmost importance for the church in America today: but specifically for First Baptist Church of Cottonwood, California. To make a public statement placing value on “RIGHTEOUSNESS” and then not give ourselves to living it would be “deceiving ourselves”. Turn with me to one of the Bible passages listed as a support for our 10th Value Statement.

READ COLOSSIANS 3:1-17
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO A COMMITMENT TO ELIMINATE THEIR OLD SELVES AND TO A COMMITMENT TO  PUT ON THEIR  NEW SELVES!

In verse 1 we read, “set your hearts on things above”.  In verse 2 we read, “Set your minds on things above”. I hope you realize that this passage gets right to the point. It proceeds to say in verse 3, “For YOU DIED, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” The command goes even further as it instructs those who claim the name of “Christ-ian” to “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature”. (verse 5) And God is not done with His commandment to us there. He goes on to say in verses 7-8, “You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things…” Verse 11 informs us that there is no exception to this command. You are not excused by God from this because of race, creed or status in life! Instead, be different than you used to be!
Do you notice how extensive this command of God is? It involves BOTH how we THINK and how we ACT? It is not just our outward behavior! It includes the thoughts that dwell in our minds. To make sure we understand how pervasive this instruction from God is, I am going to actually reiterate the very things God prohibits. WE ARE TO ELIMINATE FROM OUR THOUGHTS the following:

· Impurity (v.5)

· Lust (v.5)
· Evil desires (v.5)
· Greed (v.5) (It goes on to identify this as idolatry)

· Anger (v.8)
· Rage (v.8)
· Malice (v.8)
That’s the list of attitudes (mindful thoughts, if you please) which we must kill, eliminate, destroy, abolish, erase from our lives. Can those of us, here today, say that all these are gone? If not we have work to do. 
Let’s add to that what WE ARE TO ELIMINATE FROM OUR ACTS!
· Sexual immorality (v.5)
· Slander (v.8)
· Filthy language (v.8)
· Lying (v.9)
Be assured this is not an exhaustive list of “no-no’s” from God. Yet, we get the message don’t we? Please observe that the attitude list is twice as long as the action list. So much for thinking that if our outward actions aren’t sinful our inner thinking doesn’t matter, huh?

Let me balance these prohibitions with the stuff which God expects to be present in our thinking and our actions. These two lists are also very revealing. Do we dare evaluate how we are doing at being “filled with the Spirit”. First of all notice that which belongs in our way of thinking:
· Compassion (v.12)  
· Humility (v.12) 

· Gentleness (v.12)
· Patience (v.12) 
· Bear with each other (v.13) especially when the other is difficult.
· Forgive whatever grievances you have against another (v.13)
· Forgive as the Lord forgave you (v.13) to the depth that the Lord forgave you.
· Put on love (v.14) over all these attitudes.

· Let the peace of God rule in your hearts (v.15)
· Recognize you are a member of one body and called to peace (v.15)
· Be thankful (v.17)
Notice that everything we are to make a part of our new life, so far, is in terms of thinking. Do you see that? But, we haven’t finished with the portrayal which must characterize our lives, as Christians. Look at how the Apostle summarizes what we must be like! I didn’t say what we should just look like: but what we must BE LIKE!

“Let the word of God dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom. (If you were in Sunday School class the last two weeks and learned about “the Way of Wisdom”, lights should go on for you!) (v.16)
“As you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, sing with gratitude in your hearts to God”. (v.16) I wonder what this means to those who refuse to sing, but that too is between them and God!

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed (thinking or actions), do it ALL in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” (v.17)

Do we get the message folks? Do you understand: do I understand what a revolutionary transformation God DEMANDS take over our lives? My dearly beloved, my precious church family, we have no more excuses! We have heard the truth this morning. The value of righteousness is God’s expectation for us. Let us please, please, please leave our complacency behind! Let’s rid ourselves of the old sinful nature which remains within us. Let us “Put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator” (v.10)

We are called to be the example before a watching world! May He find us faithful! May people see the righteousness of God’s word shining brightly in every member of First Baptist Church! May it be the commitment of our hearts, our minds, our behavior and our souls! AMEN and AMEN!!!!!
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