“THE PROCESS FOR THE TRIBULATION” 
Revelation 9

A sports host on a talk show this past week shared a fascinating, comical story from his own life. Just a week ago he left his house and stepped into his SUV only to find it had been inhabited all night long and was the residence for a very wary black cat with a white stripe down its back. Totally shook by this circumstance Eric (the talk host) did what any person would have done. He ran back into the house, securely shut the door behind him, and leaned against it gasping for breath. Realizing that the situation hadn’t changed he tried to think of what to do. So he put on thick heavy clothes (in the hot month of July), and retrieved a tennis racket and fish net from the garage. Armed for any circumstance he realized that if he startled the skunk it would undoubtedly lift its tail and forever christen the inside of his vehicle with an eternal scent. So he called his neighbor to come over and assist him in problem solving. The neighbor arrived, greeted by this modern American warrior, and walked with him to the car. Asking for the keys the neighbor unlocked the passenger side door and opened it up and the skunk took off running into the woods.
The story is humorous for us to listen to. When circumstances occur that take our breath away we don’t often think clearly. That is the situation John places his readers in as he authors the words of the Book of Revelation in the Bible. We have come to the ninth chapter and already we have learned that Christ, the Lord of history is also the Lord of nature. He has the power to distinguish between His own people and the ungodly. He has the power to control nature as it becomes His tool to chasten the sinful human race. And in Chapter nine He is seen with the power to DESTROY!!!!!

The sixth seal is broken open by this Lord and it brings death to one third of mankind. That reality is much more terrifying, or fearful than a skunk in one’s car! Again, it is important to note that the God who set all these forces in motion is not some cruel and vengeful Deity: the one who has the power to break open the seal of the scroll is the One who died to redeem. Only He who died that men might live has the right to set these forces of death in motion. If He had His will, not one would die. 

HE DOES HAVE THE RIGHT, AND HE HAS THE WILL, TO UNLEASH FORCES OF JUDGMENT AND POTENTIAL DESTRUCTION AGAINST UNREPENTANT PEOPLE.

It is the purpose of God that people should repent, as we reminded ourselves last week. The fact that rebellious mankind, in the last days, so hardens the heart, ought not dull our minds to the process which God can use today through natural disorder to bring about repentance, if we will respond.

Divinely ordained natural disaster may lead to repentance through the quickening of awareness of God’s chastening. There is in natural man an innate sense that natural calamity represents God’s judgment. Man has an almost born feeling of Deity behind a storm. Like many pagan ideas it is rooted in truth. Nature’s revelation has implanted itself in people’s hearts. Special revelation, however, has repeatedly and forcefully told us that God uses natural disruption to chastise! 
Again, remember that Revelation 7 told us that the people of God may live under natural catastrophe sent to afflict the earth, but because they are distinguished by a sealing from God, they are kept! Please understand that every natural disorder that happens to you is not an immediate judgment of God! THAT IS NOT THE CASE! However, we must be willing to face the fact that it could be. Again and again we read; “Then they will know that I am the Lord.” Egypt was slow to learn. The people of Revelation were even slower. I have to confess I have seldom heard people say, when facing natural disaster, “I wonder if this is a judgment from God for sin?” YET, that is a question that needs to be raised.

Natural disaster can give us an understanding of sin’s consequence as well as God’s disapproval. Again, I believe that will happen to some folk but way too few; unfortunately. Mankind tends to be tragically blind to the consequences of sin. Most significant of all, people just don’t know how vehemently God HATES SIN!!!!! This is not a fact to trifle with. When God views even what we could consider “one little sin” in our lives He is upset! When I grew up we heard of: (quote, unquote) “little white lies”. There is no such thing. A lie is a lie. A sin is a sin. 
Not only do we need to have a correct perspective on God’s process of judgment as seen in this chapter, but to remind ourselves that the locusts of verses 3-11, and the angels of verses 15-19, accompanied by 200 million mounted troops are under the Lord of Nature’s control. Whether originating from Heaven or Hell, the LORD IS IN CONTROL! 
With all of this shocking reality being depicted to us, in graphic form, I find my mind wondering what might happen the rest of this summer; this upcoming winter; or in the near future. What if for the remainder of the year there is no more rain in California? What if no frigid cold hits New England this winter? What if the entire temperature of the world rises significantly? We hear our peers talking of it as a natural outworking of scientific natural laws. But the Bible talks of a God who is working the cause and effects of nature according to His will and His activity. Nothing happens by coincidence or by chance. It is all carefully orchestrated by the One who brought it into being in the first place.

What will happen to peoples’ hearts when the elevators stop and the great office buildings are cold and closed? What may take place when the gas furnaces shut down or there is no more oil? Lifestyles will be broken. Will people repent? Perhaps! At least it will give humans opportunity and instigation that could reach out to the God of the universe.

Finally: not only does the process God is going to bring to pass, give God an opportunity to distinguish between His own and the unrepentant, and give God an occasion to bring people to the bottom of their own capabilities; but these natural disasters become a demonstration of God’s POWER!!!!! Humans must be reawakened to the NEED to be dependent on God.

People (including those of us in this room today) are obsessed with their own abilities. We are confident in the power of our science, our thinking, and our efforts. Mankind arrogantly views nature as his subject. I wonder what people are going to do when the nature they thought they controlled breaks forth against its master? For a little while mankind has seen itself as ruler of nature. People have piped water to their fields; harnessed the wind for energy; seen the sun as a servant to be exploited in everything from solar energy to a nice summer tan. 

Now, today, questions are rising! The pipes are going dry, the wind rules the plains, and the sun remains untamed. Man, who has made science his god, is being forced to recognize his helplessness before the volcanoes, the hurricanes, the tornadoes, the tsunamis around the world. Already one third of Africa is facing severe famine! It has been that way for almost 10 years and it continues unabated! 

More and more we are realizing how pathetic are our efforts to make nature serve us. We seed a few clouds and hope for rain. We can track the hurricane but we cannot divert it. We can view the thunderhead on radar but we cannot disperse it. We thought we had mastery over the pests and insects, but now we face the awesome specter of the development of resistant strains and mutations. Is almost seems that God is unleashing nature to press people back into dependence on Him. Bob Dumore rehearsed for us a TV program he saw a week ago showing clearly the geological eruptive power lying beneath the crust of Yellowstone National Park. It could erupt at any moment creating such havoc that our environment would be forever changed.
We have seen the Lord, who is the Master of nature, bringing that mastery to consummation in the plagues of earth’s final hours. Note well that Revelation knows no middle ground. We have mentioned this before! It is a book of people who have either been sealed or are not. They are people who face God’s great acts and either live or die forever. Revelation tells of people whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life or are missing from the Lamb’s Book of Life. There is no other book. Revelation speaks of people who are in Heaven, the City of God, or are outside that city. Men in Revelation either follow Jesus Christ unto death itself, or they receive the mark and are followers of the beast. They are hot or cold. If they are lukewarm, Jesus warned He would gag and have to spit them out because of their repugnant behavior.

There is no game-playing, no shallow tolerance. Jesus is Lord or Jesus is hated. It is significant that it was in the face of nature’s forces, unleashed against a compromising people, that Elijah cried “How long will you halt between two opinions?” (1 Kings 18:21) How ironic that way back in the Old Testament Joshua said to the people; “Choose you, this day, whom you will serve! As for me and my house: WE WILL SERVE THE LORD!” (Joshua 24:15) Remember, it was the Apostle Paul who said; “I am crucified with Christ. Nevertheless, I live. Yet, it is not I but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live, I live by faith in the son of God. He loves me and gave Himself for me!” (Galatians 2:20) 
Jesus, Himself, this great Lord of the Church, Lord of Time and history, the Lord of Nature said; “If anyone (put your name in here) would come after me, he/she must deny self and take up his/her cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses his/her life, for me, will find it. What good will it be for a person to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their own soul? Or, what can a person give in exchange for their own soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his father’s glory with his angels. Then he will reward each person according to what he/she has done.” (Matthew 16:24-25)  

Three chapters later Jesus said, I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother, or children or fields, for my sake, will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first!” (Matthew 19:28-30)
Well, folks, we all just stepped into our car and found a skunk! It is a huge skunk. It threatens to forever change and alter our lives. It is not possible to just walk away from the vehicle and leave the critter in there to make its home. In reality, this passage brings us to a place where we can no longer treat life “as usual”. The Bible tells us, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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