“NEITHER HOT OR COLD” 
Revelation 3:14-22
A man by the name of Thom Rainer has written a book entitled; Breakout Churches. Being involved in church ministry for over 20 years, this man writes: “My research team and I estimate that there are approximately 400,000 churches in America. For this work we have interviewed more than 50,000. We have studied hundreds of issues in the local church. But we have found FEW “breakout churches. It is a SIN to be good if God has called us to be great! 

Think of some criteria to measure great churches. Attendance increases? Number of conversions? Impact on culture? Transformed lives? If you have settled on one or more criteria, name fifty churches that would meet them. Can you name forty? Thirty? If you are having trouble naming several “GREAT” churches you have a taste of the difficulties the research team encountered.
We believe, quite simply, that there are very few breakout churches in America. In fact, although we have data on thousands of churches, we found only 13 churches that survived the rigorous screening. Can a good, but plodding church become a GREAT church? We believe the answer is an unequivocal “yes”! 

Our journey through the 7 churches the Lord addresses in Revelation, (at the end of the first century) shows us that the data Rainer shares with us has been a part of church history down through the ages. None of the churches in Revelation would be considered a “great church”.  We meet another one of those churches in our message today. It is the church in Laodicea. We have included a map of the modern day country of Turkey. It is there that we find the 7 churches Jesus speaks to at the beginning of the Book of Revelation. The city of Laodicea is located 100 miles due East of Ephesus on the I-5 Roman road to inland Asia.

It was thus a center for trade and communication. It was known for a fine quality glossy, black wool gleaned from sheep in the region. Laodicea was a wealthy town. It had a school of medicine that was famous in the Roman Empire. In particular this region produced a special ointment for eye defects known as “Phrygian powder”. 
This city was filled with people who had learned to compromise and accommodate themselves to the needs and wishes of others. They didn’t stand for anything. They were “politically correct” in all the issues they faced. These citizens of Rome “fit into the crowd”. They were fearful of getting any attention. William Ramsey, the Archeologist of this region, says that when the earthquake of AD 17 occurred, this town, alone, refused to appeal to Rome for financial help preferring to meet their own needs rather than call attention to themselves.

Geographically, 7 miles to the North was the town of Hierapolis. It was noted for famous hot springs that were used for medicinal purposes. Meanwhile 8 miles away to the South was Colosse, known for its cooling water of refreshment. And yet, smack dab in the middle was Laodicea which had such tepid, lukewarm, ill-tasting water that it induced vomiting. 

It is in this context that the Lord sends a message to the church in this town. He begins by identifying Himself. He tells these Christians that He is “The Amen”. (verse 14) Christ is factual, valid, and a sure thing. He is reality and has a message to people who are not aware of spiritual reality at all. He is “The faithful and true witness”. God, the Father had laid out a plan for the salvation of humans through the suffering and death of His own Son and Jesus, the Son, witnessed of God’s love by obediently submitting to this incredible plan. And; He was The Ruler, or origin, of God’s creation. In other words this living Lord comes to this church of people with outstanding credentials. They need to listen to this message: it is extremely important.

In verse 16 the Lord addresses this congregation’s “lukewarmness”. In the first century the church would not have had the idea of this being their “spiritual temperature”. Such a concept is for our generation, after generations of church life, not theirs. They dealt with “lukewarmness” every day of their lives; in the water they drank! Just as the town was ALWAYS politically correct in every issue they discussed or faced, so the church people were the same way. Despite accepting Jesus as their Savior, they were a complacent, self-satisfied group of Christians. They were indifferent to the reality of FAITH and the DISCIPLINED Christian life. 

The attitude of lackadaisical apathy, complacency, and compromise made the Lord “sick to His stomach”. Like grabbing a vessel filled with Laodicean water and gulping it down: IT CAME RIGHT BACK UP! Filled with chemicals and tepid taste it brought about gagging (at the least) and vomiting most likely.

Pam and I used to live in the Salt Lake City area. We would regularly travel by way of the interstate through Wyoming to Denver to visit family. There is a town in Wyoming called Rawlins. In the 1970’s, excavations and mining were so much a part of the landscape that when one would stop for a break to get gasoline and a drink before heading further on the journey, they would get a huge surprise. During that time era, every single time the Rolands came to Rawlins we learned to avoid drinking the water. It literally made one sick to drink the horrible water of that town. We got our water in Rock Springs and got through Rawlins as fast as we could.

And so, the Lord fits His message to this church in ways they will understand. The Lord did this in each missive to each of the 7 churches in Revelation. He told the church in Ephesus, “You have lost your first love”. He told the church in Smyrna, “You are encompassed in fear”. He told the church in Pergamum, “You are a divided church”. The church in Thyatira received a message from Jesus, “You have a person in your church who is a Jezebel. She is teaching wrong things and you let her do that!” The Lord writes to the church in Sardis, “You are dead”. To the church in Philadelphia He writes, “You are weak and have little strength”. Now He comes to the last of these congregations and tells this church, “You make me sick!” What is this indictment all about?

The deep seated problem of this church in Laodicea was that they were not only useless and repugnant to the Lord: they were ignorant, TOTALLY, of their condition. He mentions this specifically in verse 17. “You say; I am rich! I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing”. The Lord comes to the conclusion that these believers are pitifully wretched and in great need. He adds to such an assessment by verbalizing that in their spiritual destitution they were poor, blind, and naked. 

In verse 18 He concludes that they need a different kind of wealth. He mentions a gold refined by God in His foundry of fire. Now you know why we sang “Refiner’s fire” this morning. It fits doesn’t it? God is after His followers developing quality gold in their exercise of Biblical faith and the self-control as they live disciplined lives. Do we need to remind ourselves that God, the Holy Spirit is attempting to grow the “Fruit of the Spirit” in our lives? That fruit is composed of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (Galatians 6:22-23)

These Christians needed their shameful nakedness to be covered not with glossy, black wool; but with the white clothing of Christ. These Laodicean believers were blind and did not need to get their eyesight restored by means of “Phrygian powder” but the salve of Christ so they could see correctly. 

These dear folk had not a clue. They did not even comprehend what living the Christian life of faith was all about. Verse 19 informs us that they misread their condition. The Lord has a message given in order to shatter their illusions and to call them to repentance. 

Do we get it? Jesus uses the particulars of this congregation to inform them of their dilemma. This “to the point” challenge is the context for the very famous verse we continually use to lead people to a conversion experience: Revelation 3:20. And yet, in context, the verse has so much more to say than just inviting Jesus into one’s heart for justification. These readers were believers already! They needed to understand that Christian faith is not just praying a prayer to receive Jesus into one’s heart and that is the end of it all! It is the beginning of an ongoing transformation realized by means of an active commitment to give all of one’s self CONTINUALLY to the living Lord of Revealed Glory.

Inviting the Lord into one’s life (at the front door) is clearly inviting the Lord in to take total ownership. It is not to simply post a banner in the front yard of one’s spiritual house, or to sport a Christian fish symbol on one’s spiritual bumper! It is to literally sign over the DEED of every single facet or area of personal life. 

Yes, we invite the Lord into our lives. Yet, it is on His terms not ours. The little booklet; “My Heart, Christ’s Home” graphically portrays life for a believer. Isn’t it about time that we warned people that if they accept the “free gift of justification” from the Lord, it will require them to surrender all of themselves to Him? And the surrender of all they have and are and will be continues to escalate and grow. A month later they will become aware of more they need to surrender to Him. Several months later Christ will demand even more of them. The Amen, The Faithful and True Witness, The Ruler of God’s Creation, will accept nothing less than all from the Laodiceans and from us! 
And so the Lord states in verse 19 that “those He loves, He rebukes and disciplines”. The call He gave to the Laodiceans: AND TO US, is “to be earnest and repent!!!!! If we respond the Lord will become our closest intimate partner. He uses graphic language from this culture to instruct those who repent: “I will come in and eat with you and you with me”! That was intimacy in ancient Roman culture. 

The Lord’s message is abundantly clear. He longs for, desires, craves a growing relationship of unconditional, prioritized love from us. He wants His people to overcome in the purpose of making Him the “hook everything in life hangs from”. His goal is for us to grow so clearly into His character that people will see Jesus in all we DO, SAY, ACT, REACT, and THINK!!! When that happens, our lives will not cause people to “gag or vomit” when they see us as we are, but they will be challenged to discover such a life of reality for themselves. To a large degree these days, the pagan world looks at professing Christians and gets sick because the profession of faith is in word only and not in action. To a large degree these days, Christians have conveniently ushered Christ into the living room of their lives, so His presence is there, but they restrict His access into the more personal rooms of the heart. 
Each of the Revelation churches have a side to them that hits pretty close to home for believers today, often. Every time you and I, as Christians, go through the refining fires of life the Lord is attempting to produce “pure gold”. But the fire is uncomfortable! It brings with it heat! And the Lord revealed in this Revelation lays this challenge out to the readers of this book so we will respond and overcome. To do so will give us the occasion to “sit with the Lord on His throne” (v. 21) This is the goal God has in mind when He reveals the truths in the remainder of this book!

YOU KNOW WHAT? THAT IS HOW WE BECOME A BREAKOUT CHURCH! IT IS THE ONLY WAY IT CAN HAPPEN!
For those who have ears to hear; let them hear!!!!!
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