“JESUS IS COMING”
Revelation 22:7-21

Here it is! We have come to the end of the written story of God and the human race, on the planet Earth. As we focus our attention this morning on the final verses of the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ in His glory, we find one final idea that is portrayed for us in specific expectation. We find it in the 22nd chapter: verses 7, 12, & 20! Simply put, Jesus announces to His followers that “He is coming soon!” 

This assuring word comes in the context of the first 6 verses of this concluding chapter. Last week we spent some of our time, in worship, looking at the context. We discovered that in the last two chapters of this amazing book of the Bible, things as we have known reality, throughout our earthly existence, will be gone. The “new creation” will have a form of what we are familiar with: yet it will be drastically different from the experiences of our human life. THIS CHANGE WILL NOT ONLY BE IN THE SENSE THAT THINGS WILL BE PERFECT: BUT ALSO SIN, DECAY, DEATH, NIGHT, SICKNESS, PAIN, & SORROW WILL BE GONE! 
Last Sunday we also recognized that the new creation brings to an end THE CURSE ISSUED BY GOD when man and woman were exiled from the Garden of Eden. On that occasion God ordered men to be enslaved to toil at work, (for their lifetime), and women to be painfully under the hierarchy of the men, (for their lifetime), while being no longer equal with men. This was a dramatic result of sin and was set in motion for the remainder of the “OLD CREATION”. At the inauguration of the “NEW CREATION” the curse will be gone. The pristine world of Eden will be once again in place. Gone will be any distinctions of gender, race, & economics. 

Such a reality actually presented the Apostle John with a unique problem. He needed to describe what such a new creation was like. However, he could only do it in terms and ideas that people (in a fallen, sinful, imperfect, contaminated world) had never experienced. He was relegated to use words, thoughts, and similarities that could not truly show the new creation accurately. The experiences we have, today, do not correctly give us an inkling of what the New Jerusalem will truly be like. At best we might gain a bit of a clue as to life in the presence of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

With that said; this last book of the Bible wants us understand that the Lord is coming soon! At that time the sequence of events, leading to the new creation, will begin. The Lord of Glory will return, a millennium of years will be lived under His rule of peace, every human will be judged and their eternal destiny determined, and the Lord will abolish everything of this present heaven and earth. God will create a new heaven and a new earth and for eternity things will be dramatically different!

There are two specific observations we must make concerning the truth encompassed in this final chapter of this book. 

· Verse 11 tells us directly that the features of prophecy will not affect people in the slightest. Despite the fact, (that in terms of God’s view of years), Christ’s return is right around the corner, human beings will be untouched by Biblical truth. Though we would think that the knowledge given in Revelation would penetrate peoples’ hearts and minds, our expectations should not look for such a response. Note with me that those living in sin will continue to live in sin in spite of what the Word says. Those living righteous lives will continue to live righteously in spite of what Bible prophecy says. So much for us persuading anyone to come to repentance! No wonder the Bible teaches that if someone comes to a position of accepting Christ as their Savior, it occurs at the Holy Spirit’s convicting work, not based on human persuasion. So let’s get a correct perspective on evangelism. We are but an instrument the Holy Spirit can use: AT HIS DISCRETION!

· Verses 18-19 tell us that it is essential for people to take the Book of Revelation as it is: and NOTHING more! God takes seriously the treatment of His Holy Word. The warnings of these two verses have nothing to do with the whole of Scripture: these verses talk specifically about this prophetic book. More than any other style of literature; and the Bible has many different types of literature, prophecy leads us into a quagmire of mankind’s own doing. More speculation is concocted in attempting to use a prophetic book than any other. When we study a prophetic book it is far wiser to leave whole areas of speculation alone rather than attempt to identify them specifically. Apocalyptic literature is deliberately left vague and open ended. These two verses offer a WARNING to the readers. We are to avoid adding to or taking away from what is said. The vagueness must be maintained. To violate this instruction is to reap results that are very serious indeed. 
Simply put, the new creation will be experienced by the people of God as it truly is. It does not matter what we perceive it to be now, in this lifetime. Then all will be new! I understand that we humans believe that we should understand everything and know all details. Well: I hate to burst your bubble. But, God deliberately tells us in His word that “we see through a glass darkly” at this moment in time. God takes into account our limited minds, our narrow perceptions, and our place in His scheme of things. He is not required to answer our questions and curiosities! He will do what he will do! He will make things as He sees fit and He does not ask for our input. We MUST avoid the trap of pouring more into prophetic Scripture than was intended by God. 

God has chosen some mysteries to reveal to us. That is a measure of His grace. He owes us nothing. There are some mysteries that will be crystal clear when we get to Glory and not before. So rather than debating specifics of a new world, that we have no conception about, let us focus on the truth of what God’s message is: not the trivia of every nuance of prophecy. And do we know what the main focus is? OF COURSE WE DO!

Three times in 15 verses Jesus proclaims: “BEHOLD! I AM COMING SOON!” That is ALL we need to concern ourselves in understanding. Given the present situation of being surrounded by “dogs who practice magic arts, who are immoral sexually, who murder, who place their worship in directions other than God, who love and practice untruth” (v. 15) the believers in the Lord are to take the testimony the Lord has given to His Church and give themselves totally to it!

This book was written during the time of the Roman Empire. Then God’s people were oppressed by ungodliness, wickedness, and worldliness. Today, this book is still being read by a church in the 21st Century A.D. It is oppressed by ungodliness, wickedness, and worldliness. From then through now: HIS CHURCH MUST GET A VERY URGENT MESSAGE!!!!! Don’t interpret things on the basis of how they seem NOW! Be assured of this: THE LORD IS COMING SOON! When that happens, things will be alright. It is a God thing. Any other perspective, any other view, any other interpretation is foolish: at best!

Therefore, there is no room for selfish considerations as we live life in this “present age”. We are not God: He is God. 
“We are not our own; we have been bought with a price.”
 “We are to live in this life presenting ourselves as a living sacrifice: it is our reasonable service.” 

“The life we now live, we are to live by faith in the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us.” 
“We must seek FIRST the authoritative rule of God in our lives.” 
“We are not to seal up the words of Revelation’s prophecy, for the time is near!” 

Should we go on? Do we get the message? Let’s do so:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not lean on your own understanding. In ALL your ways acknowledge Him, and THEN He will direct your paths.” “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, LET US KEEP IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT.”

 “Put on the whole armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the spiritual realms.”   
“Now you are the body of Christ, and EACH of you is a part of it. So there should be no division in the body, but its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” 

“Do not love the world or ANYTHING  in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the father is not in him. For everything in the world-the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does-comes not from the Father but from the world.”

“If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His son, keeps right on purifying us from all sin.”

THERE IS A DIRECT APPLICATION OF THE SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD! Will he find us not just knowing about the Word OR LIVING THE WORD IN OUR DAILY LIVES?

We are to walk by faith and not by sight. And the time is very, very short. What will be our approach to life in the days ahead? What, TRULY, is the top priority for life today? How you answer that determines the impact the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ in His glory has had on you!  
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