“THE NEW CREATION”
Revelation 21

There is an excitement in the air. The wrap-up of the history of this human race; the longevity of this tarnished world; and the demise of the great Dragon, Lucifer; have all three been concluded! It is all a God thing! Through no actions on the part of human beings; but totally by God we have reached the end of a prolonged story. The story has been profound and has included the whole gamut of corrupted life from one extreme to the other. In human terms, but not from God’s perspective; reality, as it truly is, has often been denied, repudiated, or just plain ignored.

There is a word that has been used extensively in the last 15 years. It is the word “paradigm”. This word, according to the dictionary, means “a system of thinking or a method which includes theories, laws, generalizations, and activity in order achieve a specific purpose”. More specifically, a paradigm is the way by which we have learned to do something or the system by which we define reality.

Here is the rub! PARADIGMS CHANGE! They do not stay the same. And when they change, people are confused, threatened, and resistant to the change. The Book of the Revelation of Christ in His glory finishes with two chapters describing a “change of the paradigm”. It is called a “Paradigm Shift”. The one we come to in chapter 21, however, will not face any resistance from God’s people. For once, in our eternal existence, we will welcome a paradigm shift. But before I lose you: WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

As we read this morning, in Revelation 21, there will be created “A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH”! Did you notice the items in our present day world that (though we are so used to them we don’t even know how to experience life without them) are different? Here they are:

· There will be no more death
· There will be no more mourning

· There will be no more crying

· There will be no more pain

· There will be no more sin or impurity with anything 

· There will be no Temple 

· There will be need for created light
· There will be no night, or the need for it

We are told in verse 5, “He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” God will reign without conflict. All rebellion will have been abolished from the new heaven and the new earth. God’s people willingly are His servants. This reign will bring with it perfect order. 

We need to understand that completely pictorial language is used to portray the overwhelming sight the new creation will present to God’s people. Much of the imagery comes directly from the ancient prophecies of the Old Testament. Most of this imagery comes directly from Isaiah 60, Isaiah 65, Ezekiel 40-48. Archetypal images abound. Here are some of the fine points:

· The Church is called the bride. 
· Completeness is implied in the number 12 & its multiples.
· Fullness is portrayed in the cubical dimensions.
· Colorful jewels abound to draw attention to the reality of splendor & the spectacular.
· All the Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled in this new reality: God has kept His word!
· The dwelling of God with His people is a revisit of God with mankind in Eden.
· The Tree of Life is the removal of the curse coming from the Tree of Knowledge in Eden.
· Creation has now returned back to its pristine character.
I need to add a further insight in this picture of the “new paradigm”. There is a connection of this vision with the promises to the overcomers in the letters to the seven churches. For Ephesus, they were granted the right to the tree of life. To the church in Thyatira, they received the right to rule the nations. To Philadelphia, they were given the right to the name of the city of “My God”; the New Jerusalem. In a sense, a strand from every major theme and image found in Revelation is found in chapter 21-22. Moreover, almost every major theme found here can be duplicated from Jewish literature. THE ONLY UNIQUE ITEM IN CHAPTER 21 IS THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAMB IN THE CITY ALONG WITH THE ABSENSE OF A TEMPLE IN THE NEW JERUSALEM.
The key to understanding this chapter of prophecy is to have due respect for the old city. And, as an aside, I get to visit it in a couple of months! Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Any interpretation that rejects a connection with the old city cannot take seriously the name “new” Jerusalem. To speak of the heavenly Jerusalem does not deny the earthly city, as some suggest, but stresses the superiority to the older Jewish hope. The heavenly reality is so far surpassing the earthly experience that it captures the true perspective of the apostle John in this chapter. THIS CITY IS THE CHURCH IN ITS FUTURE, GLORIFIED EXISTENCE. IT IS THE FINAL REALIZATION OF THE FUTURE KINGDOM OF GOD!

God’s dwelling among His people is the fulfillment of Leviticus 26:11-13. In Genesis 3 man lost his fellowship with God and it will only again be reestablished at the New Jerusalem. God’s presence will blot out the things of the former creation. That is precisely why I do not expect to have actual physical jasper, sapphire, etc. present then. That is all a part of this earthly existence NOW. The old will be gone and a whole new creation will undoubtedly have such incredible gems and realities: it will vastly overshadow anything we know from this contaminated existence now. This is literally a group of phrases and words as figures of speech letting us know that John sees these realities and can only describe them from the limited viewpoint we have in this life. It is so much grander than any gems we know now, or the streets are so much more spectacular that anything we make roads with: the closest way to describe it is “gold”!!!!!
With the same word that declared the judgment of the world finished, God proclaims that He has completed His new creation. The names of God: “the Alpha and Omega”, the Beginning and the End” emphasize His absolute control over the world as well as his creatorship of everything.

And here, salvation is pictured as completed. The image used is drinking from the “water of life”. Remember that salvation is composed of 3 parts: justification, sanctification, and NOW glorification. The moment of earthly conversion to Jesus is justification. For many of us in this room it is a past event. It happened some time ago. Sanctification is an ongoing present reality. As we grow in our walk of faith and not sight we are being “sanctified” by God. This is presently going on. But in the future we will be glorified: completely a new creation with even a glorified body. Then salvation is complete. It is yet future and it will as if we are drinking the “water of life”.

Next we must see a huge comparison with chapter 17 and this chapter. There it was a description of “the prostitute: the earthly world system of culture as we experience it today”! In the day of the New Jerusalem it is a new creation and “the bride, the wife of the Lamb…is pure and faithful to God and the Lamb.” This was not so during the Millennial reign of Christ. It occurs at this time in the Eternal time table!

In John’s description of the city, precious stones, brilliant colors, and the effulgence of light abound. The city is in reality the bride and the bride is the glorified community of God’s people in their eternal life. The literal way to use these words is in graphic useage. This in no way diminishes the reality behind the imagery. Suffice it to say, this description is as close as today’s perspective can explain what it will truly be like. It will be far more spectacular than we could even describe.

When John describes the view, his impression is focused on the angelic guards and the inscribed names of the tribes of Israel. Actually he is quoting and referring to Ezekiel 48. The twelve foundations bring continuity for they are named with the 12 Apostles. (v. 14) The actual dimensions of the city are described in groups of 12 and the size portrays perfection or completeness of infinity in God.

Imagine the splendor of every single nation on the new earth being totally saved, purified, totally loyal to the God of the Universe. Life in the future  will involve continuing activities and relationships that will contribute to the glory of the Holy City throughout eternity. Can we even begin to grasp this idea in our limited, earth-oriented perspective? To be honest: NO WE CANNOT!!!!!

As if that was not enough, the gates never need to be closed for fear of evil. The perpetual light and security is something we know nothing of at the present time. But that brings us to a conclusion that is COMPLETELY PROFOUND!!!!!

The only way to participate in the future city is to turn one’s total loyalties to the Lamb. And that is for NOW even as it is to be the context for the future. If we try to wrap our minds around this reality now: WE CAN’T. For now, as Paul has told us: “we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face!” so what’s your thinking concerning this chapter of Scripture. It will be reality. And I submit to you that it will be far grander than we can even begin to consider at this moment in time!    
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