“THE DOOM OF SATAN AND FINAL JUDGMENT”
Revelation 20:7-15

This morning we have come to worship out of a world of injustice. It is a world where husbands trample upon the rights of wives, and wives neglect their responsibilities to their husbands. Children wound and are wounded, employers manipulate and laborers only put in their time. Even in our gathering there are those who labor and those who loaf, those who are real and those who are counterfeit. There are those who are attempting to please God with their behavior and those who live only for themselves. There are those who depend on the Lord and those who depend on their own efforts and abilities. 
Injustice spawns anger, but worship is the answer to anger. In worship we affirm that the justice of God will be accomplished. A just God will discern, will right the wrong, and conquer the evil. It is this justice which brings forth the cry of “Hallelujah” in Heaven. David discovered this in Psalm 73. In that section of Scripture David describes his tumultuous heart as he observes the prosperity of the wicked and the freedom with which they cruelly trouble the innocent. He speaks of the proud and the rich, the corrupt and the cruel. Then David records, “When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me until I went into the sanctuary of God: then I understood.” 

We know from the entire Psalm that David came into God’s house with anger, worshipped the God of justice, and found peace for his anger. Anger cries, “It is wrong!” Worship cries, “He will make it right!” Anger cries, “It’s unfair!” Worship cries, “His justice triumphs!”
As we finish up the last half of Revelation 20, we must have such an outlook for the future AND for life right now! This is why we began this last section of Revelation with the sound of “Hallelujahs” rising from within the walls of the throne room of God. The Millennial reign of the Lord comes to a climax. Following 1000 years of sinless peace, God has the Last Word! He pronounces the Final Say! In a brief 7 verses Satan is loosed from his confinement and thrown in the Lake of Fire. Coupled with that will be the appearance of every single human being who has ever lived; before the One and Only, Holy, All Powerful God. To summarize these verses let us observe quickly 3 facts.

First of all, Satan is allowed out of his prison and instead of being a different being he immediately goes back into opposing God. Though the words depict a vast horde of ungodly folks rising in rebellion against the camp of God’s people, battle does not occur. GOD HAS HAD ENOUGH! Having already thrown the beast and false prophet (of the Tribulation) into the lake of fire, GOD HURLS SATAN INTO THE LAKE AS WELL. Notice that the final word on the enemy is this: “They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” It is now right! It is now fair! 
Second of all, following that action on the part of God, John sees a “great white throne” where God is seated. On this occasion we are told, “Earth and sky fled from His presence”. Putting it in reality: everything (at this historic meeting for judgment) will fade out of perception. Nothing will be the focus except for the One seated on the throne. God is the center of everyone’s attention. Nothing else matters any longer. 

A moment of tension arrives. The books are opened. It is sobering to ponder that in God’s sight nothing is forgotten, all will give account of their actions. 

Yet, in these verses there appears to be a big distinction concerning the books and “THE BOOK OF LIFE”. And our second point is summarized in verse 15. “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he/she was thrown in the lake of fire.” That is the primary concern of this Apostle in this chapter. It is not the ONLY concern but the PRIMARY one. The key is to note that “each person was judged” (v. 13) 
Though the picture is of every single person who ever lived standing before the throne all at one time, it is NOT a public meeting. Throughout these verses we are given very clear individual application. Just as Earth and Sky evaporate from view; due to the riveting focus each person has on their Judge, each individual will see nothing of what God does with any other person. AND, though it would take us years to have each individual person come before us for judgment, “with God, all things are possible; nothing is impossible!” It is not that it will take another millennium to accomplish judgment. God will do it simultaneous and instantaneously! The Book of Life; often referred to as the Lamb’s Book of Life will be opened and there will be no discussion: you’re in it or not!!! No room for the idea of UNIVERSALISM: everyone will be saved!

But, there is yet the Third of All. Other books will be opened as well. These books are all about what people have done. It does not matter what the pagans did, they are “thrown into the lake of fire”. But what about those who are in the MAIN BOOK? Their deeds will be judged. While John is probably alluding to Daniel 7:10, “The books were opened”, we are told that believers will give account for what they have done in their lives. 

Picture with me what this is saying. God will open your own specific book; marked with your individual DNA: if you please. At that moment it is just God and you: God and me! We see no discussion here, either! God knows everything! AND there is no mistaken record. There will be no response. What can we say? No excuses will be given. There are none that we can give because God will have a record of every fact of every situation. And clearly, since God is God, He will review with us every good deed AND every sinful deed. Every believer will come face to face with each detail of life. GULP!!!

Tie this with the verses out of Isaiah and 1 John: Isaiah 43:25, “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

So, let me ask you as I must ask myself: Do I want to keep an up-to-date current record of confession (repentance) with my God OR maintain sloppy records as to the condition of my obedience to God? Either I repent with zeal and keep a moment by moment accounting with my God or I face much to be dealt with at the judgment seat of Eternity. Shouldn’t we tend to our spiritual reality daily, hourly, momentarily instead of putting it off till the future. Be aware of this: if sin is unconfessed, IT WILL BE JUDGED! GOD DOES NOT FORGET UNTIL DISOBEDIENCE IS DEALT WITH!

There we have it! Satan is doomed! Justice is served! And those who did not find their place in the Book of Life are doomed as well! But for those who are listed in God’s Family Album: may I plead with you: Don’t even entertain the thought of disobeying God; sinning by living life for yourself! AND when you do, for sin remains at the core of our old sinful nature; don’t let a moment go by without bringing it to God in true confession. 

Confession is agreeing with God that a sin is in your life and it is wrong-claiming that God has it already covered under the blood of Christ-repenting by demonstrating that our heart’s desire is to never again commit that sin-and claiming the victory and letting the guilt go. 

Short of that the sin will be dealt with before God’s judgment seat. I don’t know about you but I dread that experience. Yet, on the authority of god’s Word it will happen: in His time! May God add his blessing to the reading and application of his word. 
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