“THE WONDER OF A THOUSAND YEARS”
Revelation 20:1-6

Last week we discovered, in our journey through the pages of Revelation, that when it is time for the Lord to return and wrap up human history as we know it today: He will arrive in salvation; in glory; & NOW; IN POWER! But, as we move into this exciting passage we encounter a controversy as well. Let’s set the stage and then dive into the dilemma.
There are specific, basic facts presented in this passage that are certain and totally committed to providing encouragement for believers in Jesus Christ. First of all, we need to note that the ancient church down to the time of Augustine (354-430 A.D.) unquestionably held to the teaching of an earthly, historical reign of peace that was to follow the defeat of Antichrist and the physical resurrection of the saints. It was to precede both the judgment and the new creation. This we graphically see in the 6 verses in front of us today.
Second of all, just as the New Testament accurately teaches that the Millennium is in history, so it is on the earth as a future reality. Much in the same manner as the kingdom (Reign) of God has been present since the life and ministry of Christ began, so it also has a future complete reality as the final historical event of this age. The culmination of kingdom reality is the beginning of the kingdom of Christ for eternity. And that is precisely what the Millennial Kingdom is all about!

If you follow the sequence we are now to travel through, it would look like this: the second coming of Christ, the defeat of Antichrist, the binding of Satan, the resurrection of the dead in Christ, the Millennium, the release of Satan, the final judgment, and a new creation: heaven and earth! Our initial conclusion is that the Millennium (seen here) is an end of a historical event while at the same time the beginning of the eternal reign of Christ and the saints! IN NUTSHELL FORM THERE IT IS!!!!! And this view is held by the Bible believing community worldwide. 

One might, now, be tempted to ask “why the Millennium?” Where does this fit into the plan of God? It is given in His word. But why is it necessary? Though it is difficult for humans to comprehend the vast mind of God, I offer 4 answers to that question.

· During the Millennium Christ will openly show His authority blatantly in human, world history. The Millennium provides an actual demonstration of the truthfulness of the spiritual side of life borne by Christ and, then His followers during their life on earth. It will be a time of the fulfillment of all God’s covenant promises to His people. It will FINALLY show the atheists, the pagans, the unbelievers the verification of all Christians have been saying and living all along. Philippians 2 reminds us, at this time; “every knee will bow and every tongue will confess Jesus Christ as Lord!” (By the way: not all will do this willingly but all will do it.) No one will question any longer the spiritual dimension of life.

·  The Millennium will reveal that man’s rebellion against God lies deep in man’s own heart, not in the devil’s deception. Even when Satan is bound and righteousness prevails in the world, some people will still rebel against God. The final release of Satan will openly draw out this hidden evil. Roles will have been reversed. During the Millennium people of faith will be in control and evil forces underground. And no one will be able to say, “the devil made me do it!”
· The release of Satan after the Millennium shows the awesome invulnerability of God’s rule and the extent of Christ’s total authority. Not only will there be peace everywhere, but when the devil is released he will immediately be defeated and cast into the lake of fire, FOREVER! The days of insecurity for believers in Christ will be no more. The fact of the victory of Christ will be evident.

· The Millennium will serve as a long period required to do the general “house-cleaning” needed after the preceding ages of sin, during which sin was prevalent. The evolving filth and contamination of sin, death, and corruption will be rinsed out of the world. Since the Garden of Eden things have gotten continuously worse! 
The key to understanding this presentation of the Millennium is that IT WILL OCCUR. The actual description of what living then will be like is totally empty of content. God finds no need to communicate what life will be like then. He just tells us that it will be. So much for our inquisitive minds being satisfied with knowledge; right? It is enough to know Christ will be in charge.

I am going to take another aside because of part of the content of this passage. Please bear with me: but it is an important truth of Biblical content. We hear a lot of talk these days about praying for God to bind Satan. Well, it is time for me to burst that bubble. That is false doctrine! It is wrongful thinking! God will bind Satan at the time of the Millennium: not before! Many Christians read in Matthew 18 about “whatever we bind on earth will be bound in heaven.” But to use that as justification for prayers to bind Satan are unfounded and wrong. The context is about when a brother or sister in Christ sins against you. In that context you go to that person or you secondly take two or three people with you to reconcile with them. Christians are to work toward reconciliation. In such an instance we have 2 promises from God! In such a specific situation; where 2 or 3 are together: “God is in the midst”. God completely takes relationships between Christians as VERY IMPORTANT! And whenever reconciliation is worked on, certain actions are agreed to do and certain things not to do. These are the things bound and loosed. When such agreements are made to bring relationships back together God IN HEAVEN takes note of what is agreed upon and He holds both parties to it.

For now, however, God has given Satan free reign. He can perhaps impede Satan’s progress in a given event, but He is not going to bind the devil at this moment in time. That comes during the Millennium. You see it here in Revelation and not elsewhere in the New Testament. Let he who has ears to hear, hear the Word of God. 
Now for us to view the controversy of this passage: here we go! Believe it or not, some specifics in the Bible are a bit hard to place side by side with other passages. We here, at FBC, do not believe there are errors in the Bible. But there are certain Scriptures that are difficult to explain in light of other Scriptures. It is not a mistake but rather our limited understanding. Examples of such teaching are the doctrine of Trinity, the doctrine of the two natures of Christ: being totally God and at same time totally man, etc.

Here we go! Notice verses 4 and 5. In verse 4 we see some who are given authority to judge along with the Lord. These have been beheaded or martyred for their faith in Christ and the Word of God. They are further described as being those who have not received the mark of the beast or worshipped him. This is clear reference to those slain during the Tribulation: the seven years found in earlier chapters of Revelation. Then verse 5 tells us the rest of the dead in Christ did not come to life until the Millennium is over. Do you see the confusion? 
In 1 Thessalonians 5 we read at the Lord’s return that the dead in Christ will rise first. John indicates in Revelation 2:26-28, and 3:12, 21 that the Millennial reign will be shared with every believer who overcomes and is also described as being purchased by Christ’s shed blood. In 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 Paul further states that all believers --not just martyrs -- will exercise judgment in the future. Revelation 5:10 indicates that the future aspect of the kingdom will be a “reign on earth”. Unless only those beheaded by the beast will reign in the Millennium, another explanation is required.

I feel comfortable with the view expressed by many Bible scholars that the martyrs represent the whole church that is faithful to Jesus: whether or not they have been killed. They make up a group of people who “did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death” (2:11) As such, the term is synonymous with “overcomers” (chapters 2-3) And so John could include himself in such a group even though he never suffered a martyr’s death. In 2:11 those who during persecution remain true to the Lord, even to the point of death, are promised escape from the second death, which in 20:6 is also promised to the “beheaded”, verse 4. In fact, a number also of the other promises to overcomers in the letters to the seven churches find their fulfillment in chapter 20. 
The martyrs “came to life”. The interpretation of these words is crucial to the whole passage. The vast majority of scholars have taken the words to refer to a spiritual resurrection (new birth) or to the triumph of the Church. Let me try and give some clarity as to this section of verses.
The first resurrection is being raised to physical life of all the dead in Christ. These folk who participate in the first resurrection will not have to deal with the “second death”, “THE LAKE OF FIRE”. (20:14) Those over whom the “second death” shall have power must be the “rest of the dead”. They are the pagans and will be participants in “the second resurrection” (this is implied by having a first resurrection). They “rise” to be condemned. 

“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out – those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” (John 5:29.)


“I have the same hope in god as these men, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.”( Acts 24:15.)

Not to die the second death, then, means to rise again unto eternal life. THE MYSTERY IS SOLVED!!!!! To participate in the second resurrection, following the Millennium means to rise for one purpose only: to be condemned! End of discussion! The “rest of the dead” is nowhere defined as souls who are righteous. Simply put, even the most ungodly evil pagan person will also experience a resurrection. But that person’s resurrection will be to be condemned in the judgment of the Lord. That judgment will occur at the “Great White Throne judgment” at the end of this chapter. (verses 7-15)
In conclusion, I hope you stayed with us. When the Lord returns, there will be a thousand years of peace. During that time, Satan will be caged and the unsaved (who have died) will remain in their graves. Though we do not know all that will transpire during such an awesome 1000 years, think of living for a thousand years! Christ will rule with total authority. During that time those who belong to Jesus will be joint-heirs with Him and rule over this time of authentic peace. Those who belong to Jesus will not face the second death and therefore, are completely secure in their relationship with the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. After that time, the ungodly will be resurrected with the Great White throne judgment standing before them. They will stand in front of the Master and the book will be opened. Since their name is not found in the book, they will experience the second death. But we pick that up in 2 weeks!
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