“GOD’S PROBLEM CHILD”
Revelation 2:18-29

It’s time to set the record straight. We alluded to the reality last week; but now we need to drive the point home. ARE YOU READY????? There are NO perfect churches. There never have been and there never will be, until the Lord of the church comes back at His second coming. Churches are families of people brought together by being adopted into the “body of Christ” at the moment of their conversion. Thus, if people are looking for a perfect church today; it can not be found. It couldn’t even be found in the first century, as we have been discovering. 

The book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ was written around 96 AD. Within two generations of the Lord Jesus’ earthly ministry churches were having problems. You see, people belonging to churches were followers of Jesus but were in process! They had not arrived. And so we have already visited three churches and found problems. The church in Ephesus had lost its first love for the Lord. The church in Smyrna was undergoing horrible adversity and persecution. The church in Pergamum was divided with half the congregation living true to the Lord and half giving in to the ways of the world.
The fourth church addressed by the living Lord of the church was located in Thyatira. This church had a specific problem child in its midst. A lady (using the term loosely) was creating inner problems for the church by teaching in word and deed a lifestyle that was defiant, deceptive, and destructive. Rather than contributing to unity she was working toward strife and disunity. And the Lord addresses her and her followers (children) directly!

The verses before us today make this the longest of the seven letters in the book of Revelation. The severity of the crisis this church was undergoing brought out a very harsh, overbearing image as the Lord describes Himself, to this troubled church. In verse 18, Jesus pictures Himself as one who is the “Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze”. Other letters use the title “Son of Man”. Here is the only time the title “Son of God” is used in Revelation. It speaks of authority rather than humility. The “eyes like blazing fire” speaks of a stare and piercing look that cuts right through a person into their very core. The people receiving this message have to squirm under such a penetrating gaze. The feet of the Lord of the church are described as “being like burnished bronze”. Such an image specifically connects with this very specific church. Thyatira was the center of the bronze industry in the Roman Empire. All bronze armor and weaponry in the empire came from Thyatira and the surrounding region. This church could not confuse this message with any other church’s letter. This one was intended for them.

In simple terms the Lord is telling the believers in Thyatira, “I have a message for you and it is clearly and pointedly TO YOU!!!!! 

Then the Lord mentions the knowledge He has of their good qualities. Yet, it is encompassed in one verse: verse 19. It is a good list, yet it is vastly overshadowed by the concern that brings Christ to such a severe pronouncement. This church was known by the Lord for her good deeds. These folk worked hard and did good work. They also loved others and walked by faith. They, too, did a vast array of ministries and did each one of them with perseverance. This was a church recognized by the Lord for making progress. They were changing and growing: now doing more than they did at the beginning of church ministry. Wow; wouldn’t any church today wish for such a commendation from the Lord. 

Yet, there was a HUGE issue that overshadowed this great profile. The church had this woman in the congregation who was a “rotten apple”, a “disqualified teacher”, a “cancer who was wreaked discord and conflict”, a “wolf in sheep’s clothing”. And the majority of verses in this letter focus on this woman, as its main emphasis. Her destructive impact, and her misguided following (called her children) become the center of the Lord’s attention.

How interestingly, as an aside, that this Apostle John, who is given this vision from the Lord, writes another letter to a specific Christian lady (2 John). The other letter is praiseworthy of a woman in ministry in the church. Not so with the letter in Revelation to the church in Thyatira. The lady in Thyatira was a “problem child”. 

One more aside is needed here. Women had a significant part of ministry in the New Testament church; as evidenced by the Book of Acts, Paul’s epistles and John’s as well. When it speaks of prophecy in the New Testament it is speaking of preaching. Prophecy in the Bible is uttering “thus saith the Lord”. Prophecy is more forthtelling (proclaiming) than foretelling (predicting). Ladies, such as Philip’s daughters were exercising the gift of “prophecy” in the church. But this lady in Revelation was not qualified. She was a “FALSE TEACHER”. And she was leading people astray. 

A group of believers saw through her deception. There were 2 concerns: false teaching akin to that in other churches at this time. Namely, the teaching of the Nicolaitans and the Balaamites appear over and over in these brief letters to the churches. In simple terms: we have a woman here who was instructing believers in the church that they were to serve the Lord by participating with pagans in worldly practices exercised in the pagan temples in town. Yet, there was a second concern, as well, about this lady’s teaching. She was undermining the leadership of the church and imposing her own view of life trying to persuade others that the leadership was wrong. AND THE LORD LOOKS AT HER WITH EYES LIKE BLAZING FIRE! 

Through the work of God, the Holy Spirit, she had been approached to repent of this activity. Her answer to God was to emphatically say, “NO!” In verses 21-22 Jesus directly announces that she will be “hurled” into a bed. Most Bible scholars believe that this meant a severe illness. Ironically having violated God’s law by participating in temple worship (prostitution), in a bed; now God would send judgment on her forcing her TO BED. But it goes on!

Her followers (children) would go through incredible suffering and be killed by God, Himself. The Lord’s judgment was not just for the sin of this woman and her followers, but their opposition to repent. Jesus describes Himself as one who “searches hearts and minds”. He probes the very core of the moral center of believers’ lives. The only safety from God’s searching judgment is repentance.

I share with you a past memory that comes to mind of a man (who knew the Lord) and set his heart against church action. He was a retired school teacher. The church Board where I pastored decided to change the location of my office, due to a lack of confidentiality concerning those who came in to my office for counseling. This man asked me a week later about such a decision. He asked me, “Pastor, are you in favor of moving your office?” I answered in the affirmative and he quickly replied, “It will only happen over my dead body!”. To make a long story short: in three weeks, while I was attending annual meetings for our association of churches in Minnesota the chairman of the Board called to tell me the church was extending my ticket so I could go to PA to perform the funeral service of our opposing member who while on vacation in PA had a heart attack and died. Though I cannot definitively tie his statement and the result together, his direct words of anger and opposition toward the church did come true. It happened within weeks!
The exhortation, from the Lord, is that those faithful; who see the activity of this lady: she was opposed to the church and inserting her own false teaching into the mix are to “hold on to what they have”. In context, this lady was challenging people to explore the “deep secrets” of God which are  in this passage, given another source by the Lord. Whoever this lady was; she was instructing Christians with the thought that the only way of confront Satan was to enter his strongholds, experience the sin found there, and then they would truly appreciate grace. By participating in the “deep secrets of Satan” believers would be better equipped to serve Christ as an example of Christian freedom! One is reminded of Paul who asks; “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning that grace may abound? God forbid!” (Rom. 6)

That WAS the thinking going on in the first century. That IS the thinking going on now. This sin propounded by this woman was serious and very destructive. It was deceptive. It was using right motives to do wrong things. And it was most destructive because it was asserting one’s own perspective in spite of what church leadership was trying to teach concerning a separated life.

Quickly, Christ offers 2 features in a promise He gives to those who “overcome”. Those who know the truth and will not be swept away by false teaching will be given “authority over nations”. In a clear fulfillment of Psalm 2 the coming reign of the Messiah is to be shared with His disciples. Elsewhere we are called to be “joint heirs with Jesus Christ”. There is a result of being faithful to the Lord that we are not sure of totally, but the future ministry of the Lord (and His reign) will be shared by His faithful remnant. Part of the imagery used here implies that this shared reign will enable faithful believers to join their Lord in smashing false teachers with the Lord’s iron scepter like fragile pottery. 
I BELIEVE THERE IS A MESSAGE HERE FOR FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS AS WELL AS FAITHLESS BELIEVERS! DON’T YOU?

The second result of being faithful to hang on to what we hold in our teaching and our fellowship together is to receive “the morning star”! Bible scholars think there are two ideas present in this phrase which undoubtedly go together. First of all Christ is to be seen as the morning star Himself. When the Lord’s people are faithful to Him, they receive Him in their life to the fullest. The Bible tells us we need to have the “fullness of Christ dwelling in us richly”. (Col. 1:19) 
The second concept is that the resurrection of the living Lord has insured faithful Believers victory over the persecution of the world of darkness. Like a star gives light in darkness, so His resurrection offers such hope for the faithful. It most likely means both these things.

Two things stand out in this passage for us. First, there is no compromise! We truly are to go INTO the world and present the gospel to all creatures. But we are NOT to participate in their sin. Too many Christians believe that their life is their own and what they do and what they say and etc., etc. is only of concern to them. Clearly the church in Thyatira had a problem. A lady teacher was going completely against what the church knew to be true and the Lord shows His eyes like blazing fire. The judgment activity is His! But it is time for all church people to realize there is no room to just do as we please. Such an attitude affects the whole church and it affects the Lord’s outlook on such a church. While we understand there are no such things as perfect churches, we each directly affect church life; even whether in attendance or absent! Hhhmmmmm!
Secondly, where did church people get the idea that church leadership does things wrong most of the time and that if one has opportunity to see things differently than the leadership they should work toward the opposite direction? This lady was precisely doing that. In both regards: her lifestyle and her advising people within the church; she was opposed to what the church was doing. 

So often the Lord, while on this earth, would say; “Let the one who has ears to hear, let that one hear!”
I do not believe I have to share with you the urgent depth of concern the Lord has in regard to the activity of this woman in Thyatira. May the Holy Spirit add His direct application in each of our lives.
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