“HEAVEN STANDING OPEN”
Revelation 19

Interesting things happen when you pass by open doors in the summer time, especially if you live in a large apartment complex. What you hear and see may be intriguing, embarrassing, or even painful. The Reader’s Digest says in its latest issue that Ed called his mother one week after moving into a new apartment that he had complaints about his new neighbors. “One woman cries all day, another lies in bed moaning, and then there’s the guy who keeps banging his head against the wall.” His mother told Ed, “You’d better stay away from those people!” Ed replied, “I am. I stay inside all day playing my tuba!”

Well, on a more serious note, have you ever wondered what you would see and hear if someone left the door of Heaven open and you walked by? That was John’s experience. In Revelation 19:11 John says, “I saw Heaven standing open!” In the first verse he says, “I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in Heaven shouting.” What John heard was a chorus of hallelujahs.

Hallelujah is a common Old Testament word. This is the only place where it is found in the New Testament, however. It literally means “Praise Jehovah”. And with such an announcement we come to the introduction of the last section of Revelation. This glorious book ends in a finale of praise. We have seen the revealed glory of Jesus Christ: as the Lord of the church, the Master of history, the Ruler of nature, the King of all nations, the Conqueror of Satan, and the Judge of civilization. Now, with a mighty sound that sets the universe pulsing in its throb and beat: the high arches of Heaven echo with the thunder of “Hallelujahs”.
That is what we should desire to take place in our lives, every time we choose to come together to worship. If those in the very precincts of Heaven give themselves to worshipping Him, how much more shall we, who yet occupy earth’s turf? For lack of worship; we walk in anxiety, confusion, loneliness, and fear. Real worship deals with all of these things. When people miss public worship regularly, lives cannot be filled with joy and fulfillment. The very One who can make life what it ought to be is relegated to a memory rather than a current experience and real living is thwarted.

Worship will not only deal with my doubt, but worship keeps men from sin. Sin invades by the door of despair through hopelessness and fear. When hearts are absorbed with the glory of God, they will keep pressing toward the high calling of God. Are you listening to what I am saying? You will think it is because I am a Pastor of a specific church and I want a large crowd when I minister. That is to miss the focus of my concern!
Everyone of us have times when we have something pressing, that takes us away from public worship celebration. Sometimes, sickness can interfere; sometimes ministry in another environment (for the Lord) takes us away from corporate worship with our Church family. But, as a Pastor, I see a tremendous tragedy unfold in front of my eyes. I see the gathered group of believers missing out on being blessed, challenged, and encouraged by those who are missing. That is a big concern! But my pain goes even deeper for another reason. When God’s people abstain from committed, prepared, public worship for even a small period of time: I have watched their spiritual health literally fragment, deteriorate and lead them out of a place of having a vibrant, growing, victorious life of faith. Satan even uses our physical pain to keep us away often. That is one of his easiest ways to take us down!
The chief, or main, end of mankind is to glorify God. It is not only essential for our spiritual wellbeing that we worship God with our brothers and sisters at church: it is something which our God desires His people to do! He has determined, from the time of creation, that His people love Him, honor Him, and adore Him. All creation was made, by Him, to offer Him praise! There will be many things happening in Heaven but there will be extensive time devoted to the gathered worship of God. 

I must add an aside, at this time. For many of God’s people today, worship is a spectator sport. Rather than coming to participate they come to sit and watch what happens, meet with friends who have been not in contact for a week, or simply to abide with the activities because it is what churches do: though they themselves see no benefit in what is being done. Perhaps they are doing it out of obligation or because their family does it. Yet, for them it really has no meaning. Especially this is true if someone expects them to PARTICIPATE! 

Well, again, I repeat, God commands corporate worship because He enjoys it. He is delighted when people talk with Him, concentrate on Him, listen to Him, sing to Him, spend time with Him: along with the rest of the church family. And God wants participants who have made a choice to be at worship; actually culminating in bringing something of themselves to Him as a gift of adoration and praise! It is especially true if they have prayed ahead of time concerning what they could give to Him. In Heaven there will be no sickness, no sin, no observing. ALL will be actively worshipping as a regular part of living for eternity. And when we get to Glory there will be no arguments about the music sung, the translation of Scripture used, the order of service, or needing a time to greet others. Our total focus will be on the living Lord of All, reigning in our midst, expecting our full attention. No one will tell the Lord: “Sorry, don’t have time for that today! I’ll catch Ya’ next time!”

Come then: let us join Heaven’s congregation as we enter into the final chapters of Revelation. Let us become a part of the uncounted multitude who, like a great numberless throng, crowd up the roads of Zion, singing as they go; “Hallelujah! Glory to His name!” There is a mighty sea of humanity flowing together before the Throne where, though we can barely discern His face, we see Him and sing glory. This is where we are in the Revelation narrative, this Sunday morning. We are facing an open door to heaven and we see an unending progression of praise. The key word is “Hallelujah.”  
Notice verse 1. “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.” Salvation relates to God, as Don Williams shared with this congregation two weeks ago. In this first of several choruses of hallelujahs, the shout of praise is directed to the nature of God. He is salvation! He is glory! And, He is power! To understand what this statement means, let’s leap-frog ahead to 22:1-3. There the river of the water of life flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb. Salvation proceeds from God. It is not simply that which God desires—it is that which God IS! The river of life that flows out of His throne flows, not because God has chosen to give it, BUT life proceeds out of His very nature!

God is salvation! There is no more night and no more death when the reality of chapter 22 occurs. At that time, GOD IS SALVATION! There is no more night and no more death. He has fulfilled His purpose and His nature rules! Salvation equals redemption. It is the time when sin and its impact will be no more. The aches, the hurts, the troubles of this world will all be lifted off of God’s people and they will be lifted into the fellowship with God for which they were designed and created.

What does this mean? Well, we have learned that Scripture indicates salvation is 3-dimensional! To receive salvation is to, firstly, have been “justified” = declared innocent, BY GOD, though previously sinful and separated from Him. To receive salvation is to, secondly, have been “sanctified” = matured and grown into full maturity in spiritual life: BY GOD! And to receive salvation is to, thirdly, have been glorified: BY GOD! That will all be God’s work. 
Let me put it in perspective from an illustration in my life. My grandfather, at the age of 40 years old, the father of 9 children, was crippled from an accident on a previous job. Having had half his leg amputated, and wearing a wooden leg, he quit the current job he had and entered Moody Bible Institute to prepare for pastoral ministry. It was there that he grew into understanding how he needed to grow spiritually in order to give himself totally to his Lord. Following his education he entered into ministry though his health would never be the same. Shackled by a schedule that wouldn’t end, accompanying an “unconditional” growing love of his Lord, God took him home to glory at the age of 64. His favorite gospel song, sung at his memorial service was this:



“Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night;




Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.



Into thy freedom, gladness, and light,




Jesus, I come to Thee!



Out of my sickness, into Thy health,



Out of my want and into Thy wealth,



Out of my sin and into Thyself;




Jesus, I come to Thee!”

That is salvation! 
Complete, total, and true it is! That is what God is! Hallelujah! He is redemption! God is not only salvation, He is glory. Glory belongs to Him. Man, with his artificial substitutes, attempts to achieve glory, we strive too hard to attain it, pressing, fighting, and grasping. But God faces no such task! He is glory. He does not have to attain it. He cannot lose it! It is His! He dwells secure in a glory which is supremely glorious. It cannot be taken from Him, cannot be tarnished, and continually pours forth. God does not require “Scotch-guard”. He cannot fail, for He is God! He is free from having to prove Himself to anyone. Creation, down to the tinniest miniscule atom, is degradable and changeable. But God is inherently God! There is no shadow of turning with Him! Hallelujah!!! Praise the Lord!!! Hallelujah! He is salvation and glory. And He is also power…but we will pickup on that next week! I hope that gives a whole bunch of information to motivate you to worship God! I trust this perspective urges you to readjust what your life is all about so that He is the center of all you are, all you do, all you need, and all you desire to become!  
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