“THE RIDER ON A WHITE HORSE”
Revelation 19:11-21

Last week we entered into the 19th chapter of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. As we began walking through the verses we were exposed to noise coming from the very environs of Heaven. There was a great multitude of voices shouting multiple “Hallelujahs”. Clearly, a celebration is going on. So what do you do when you innocently hear a celebration going on around you? I believe we would all answer that the celebration draws our attention. If you are sitting in a restaurant and they sing “Happy Birthday” across the room often the whole dining crowd joins in. but we usually have to actually observe what is taking place. No one wants to be uninformed when others are celebrating. So it is with John as he shares God’s revelation in chapter 19. With our attention focused on the great celebration going on in Heaven we come to verse 11. Now John actually sees something. He tells us, “I saw Heaven standing open”! The sight before the Apostle was STUNNING, BREATHTAKING, AND ASTOUNDING! The object of attention was the reason for the celebration of Hallelujahs recorded in the first half of this chapter.
What a panorama! In preparation for a great demonstration of God’s sovereignty, John sees Heaven itself flung wide open to his gaze. In one sense, this vision which depicts the return of Christ and the final overthrow of the beast, may be viewed in one of two ways. It can either be the climax of the first section of this chapter (verses 1-10), OR it can be the first of a final series of 7 last things – the return of Christ, the defeat of Satan, the binding of Satan, the Millennium, the final end of Satan, the last judgment, and the new heaven and new earth. Early as well as modern interpretations appear to for the most part see the verses before us this morning as the description of the second coming of the Christ.

A white horse with a rider has appeared before in 6:1. Both white horses represent conquest or victory, but with that fact, the similarity disappears. The rider here in chapter 19 is “Faithful and True”. In contrast to this rider, the first one brought no judgment with him, and probably was a picture of the message of The Kingdom spreading throughout the realm of mankind and creation. We identified it as such back in chapter 6.

Now, the rider of chapter 19 is in contrast to the forces of Antichrist with their empty promises and lies. Christ will keep His word. In contrast to those who pervert justice and wage unjust war, John says of Christ, “With justice (righteousness) He judges and makes war.” Though John uses Old Testament language descriptive of a Warrior-Messiah, he does not depict Christ as a great military warrior battling against earth’s rulers. John reinterprets this Old Testament imagery (inspired by the Holy Spirit) while at the same time inseparably linking Christ to its fulfillment. The close placement of this reality next to verse 11 shows us that the kind of warfare Christ engages is more the execution of justice than a military conflict. He is seen here as judging rebellious nations.

The crowns on this rider’s head (Jesus Christ) signify that the official authority to rule the world has now passed from the Antichrist to Jesus! By virtue of the victory of His followers, all the nations of the newly won empire meet on His brow!

So great is Christ’s power that His name is known only by Himself. Knowledge of the name, in history, is ALWAYS associated with the power of God. When a name is known then the power is shared with those to whom the disclosure is made. Since there are two names of Christ revealed in this vision (“King of Kings and Lord of Lords”), it may be concluded that the exclusive power of Christ over all living beings is now to be shared with His faithful followers! It is enough to say that the full power and authority will not be truly known by created beings until it is revealed at Christ’s return.

The imagery of verse 13 specifically relates to Isaiah 63:1-6. The Jews understand this Isaiah passage as Messianic. Isaiah pictures a mighty warrior-Messiah who slaughters his enemies. His life-blood has splashed on his clothing before His return from Glory. Now He tramples them down in His anger. Blood mentioned in prophecy connected with Christ is always His own. 
Admittedly, there is a strong connection between the discolored clothing of Christ, identified here as “The Word of God” and “The armies of heaven” mentioned in verse 14. The word “dipped” fits the imagery used in Revelation of believers’ garments being washed thoroughly in Christ’s blood. (7:14) 
The sword with which Christ strikes down the nations comes “from His mouth”. Clearly, this shows his arrival at justice is coming in judgment rather than in military activity. Obviously, He is the Living Word of God and His return brings to an end all the wicked, evil reign of Satan as God’s word shows to be true!!!!! The clothing of the armies of the Lord are described to be “White and clean and of fine linen”. How wonderful to realize that the Lord has the blood smeared garment and “His bride: the Saints” are pure and white. His shed blood makes His followers pure and clean. They also ride white horses showing that victory is theirs.

You get it? After all the persecution and turmoil and opposition from the world, in this life; the Saints will ultimately be victorious! This is the scene as John looks into heaven itself and wonders what the celebration is all about.

The same word pictures of verse 15 tie into the previous mention in the book of Revelation. (2:27 & 14:17-20) The name of the rider: The Messiah, is displayed on the most exposed part of his cloak, the part the covers His thigh, where it cannot escape notice. He is the Absolute Lord and King!

In verses 17-18 we come to the second event of the last things: the anticipated confrontation between the messiah and the beast. First, God summons the vultures to a great feast to gorge themselves on the slain corpses on the battlefield. The language is borrowed from Ezekiel 39. 

Notice with me the contrast between the assembling of the beast’s might and the ease by which he is overthrown and captured. This highlights the powerlessness of evil forces before the our Almighty Messiah. Both the beast and the false prophet are simply seized and thrown in the lake of fire. 
Now get this: from my perspective; yet based on a myriad of Bible scholars. Only the arrangement of the foes and the defeat of the beast is described. It appears that John is indicating that the battle has already been fought and this is simply the final realization and time when the previous victory now is actualized. If we even go back to chapter 12:7-9, we are told that there was a battle in Heaven ALREADY. Satan, at that moment was defeated, cast out, and defeated by the Blood of the Lamb and the word of his followers’ testimony. These further scenes of victory are judicial in character and not actual battlefield descriptions. 

Let me summarize: these armies and the beast are the destroyers of the earth (11:18). They are ultimately the satanic principalities of the world who ally themselves with the human puppets for their idolatrous ends. These forces have been positionally defeated at the Cross (Colossians 2) but they will be finally stripped of all power at Christ’s return. Certainly John would not have denied that Satan and his forces are active in this world and that they use historical persons such as Hitler to oppose and harass Christians today. 
Although Satan has been dealt a death blow at the cross, he nevertheless continues to promulgate great evil and deception during this present age. But he is under the sovereign authority of Christ who “for a short time” allows him to continue his evil until God’s purposes are finished. In this scene of the overthrow of the beast and his kings and minions, John is showing us the ultimate and swift downfall of these evil powers, by the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! They have met their master in this final and utterly real confrontation. Thus, this section of Scripture wraps up the entire outcome of God’s Story! The beginning of the conflict started in Eden and it ends at the return of this Rider on a White Horse! There is no more mystery. It is all planned out and designed. It is only for us to wait that great and glorious day. No wonder there is celebration pictured and heard in Heaven.

So where are you in the over-riding conflict? What side have you joined? How does your life align with this ongoing conflict? If you’ve sided with the forces of evil and Satan your time is running out. It will end with the return of the Lamb; the Rider on the White horse. At that moment it’s over: your doom will occur. And for those who have sided with the warrior-Messiah! How are we conducting our present lives? Are we following the regimen of the Lord’s army? Or are we doing our own thing? Are we AWOL or tending the life of discipline demanded by active warfare? It appears the end is right around the corner!
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