“BABYLON DESTROYED”
 Revelation 18

Two weeks ago we dove into Revelation 17 and discovered that God identifies fallen, sinful human civilization as His enemy! Described as a harlot, Lady Babylon equals human civilization as a whole. God’s portrayal of the human race, throughout all time, has been the offering of selfish pleasure for a price. Simply put, we discovered that the world in which we live has suckered mankind: conned men and women into saturating their lives with all the infidelities of the culture in which they live. 

God is going to bring this selfishness to an end: in His time, in His way, for His purpose! John was given this message in the midst of Roman debauchery. We are seeing this today, in a very sinful, ungodly, immoral, self-centered world. And, as we move into chapter 18, God comes in judgment.
The first 8 verses of chapter 18 describe the destruction of the great harlot. The 2nd verse is reminiscent of Revelation 14:8, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the Great!” In the destruction there is a clear warning; STAND CLEAR OF HER, comes the word from Heaven. “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues…(18:4) The warning comes because God has remembered the atrocities of mankind throughout all of human history. The description in Chapter 18 is quite a list. In a summary of what we read this new chapter of this book states that human civilization has “become a home for demons, a haunt for every evil spirit, all nations have drunk the wine of human adulteries, the politicians of the human race have committed adultery , while the merchants have grown rich from civilization’s excessive luxuries.” (verses 2-3)
Human civilization is built upon the broken lives of used people. This is a sobering word! We cannot accept accountability for all the sins of the past. I do not agree with those who say that I must accept indictment for all the errors of our nation in its past history; for slavery, for the rape of our land, for the massacre of the Native Americans, for the building of wealth on the flesh and blood of broken people! But, there must, nonetheless, be sensitivity to the fact! Babylon has built her house with blood! 
Down through all of human history: from the despicable tyrants of the Old Testament times, over all the Greek and Roman Emperors, hovering above the despots of the Dark and Middle Ages, past the warmongers who attempted to conquer the world in huge waves of passion for power and wealth, EVEN TO TODAY’S AMBITIOUS POLITICANS/ worldwide….it has remained the same. I must repudiate any continuing fellowship with mankind’s sin. I must be sensitive to the evil that has created the City of Mammon, and I must recognize how totally I am in debt to the Son of God whose gift at Calvary atoned for sin and made the way of life and pardon open to me! I invite you to the same position! Especially before the Communion meal with the Living Lord!
The sentence passed on Babylon is that she must drink her own cup. How often, we find, that is so. There is an inherent destructiveness in the prostituting of God’s good gifts; used against the will of God and contrary to His purposes. The blessings of God will become poison, bringing bitterness within the soul. Civilization’s greed and lust and selfishness ultimately create a cup of bitterness which can only destroy her. Thus, we read in verse 8, “Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her; death, mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her!” 

There’s a principle here that destruction is inherent within the abuse of God’s creation, that when man sinned, his sin carried within itself the seeds of death. This is still true in the violation of God’s order and the abuse of God’s gifts. There is inherent destructiveness which ultimately brings Babylon to annihilation! Even our Christian politicians think so humanly. They continually argue that we must always pose ourselves “from a position of strength”. Human strength rather than Divine strength is their meaning. How foolish! How ignorant! How Self-centered; even when they have read the Bible and seen that God teaches that it is only in His power; only in His authority; only in His activity that we can find hope and security. But then again, that takes faith! Will they never “get it”? According to Revelation 18, the answer is “NO”!!!!!

But notice, with me, the grief that occurs when God’s judgment comes to fruition. The 18th chapter continues to describe the grief as the Politicians of the Earth (who have bought and enjoyed the harlot’s wares) now become spectators to civilization’s destruction. The terror of verse 10 is significant!

“Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, City of Power! In one hour your doom has come!” This terror arises from the recognition that they have participated with the harlot in her selfish sin. Our lives are so interwoven with the civilization in which we live that it is almost impossible that it be not so! We cannot escape from involvement. If you work as a waitress in a restaurant serving meals and in the process you cater to the gluttony of men and women you are involved with Babylon. If you find yourself saturated with any kind of activity which so preoccupies your time and attention that necessary and important functions are neglected, you are actively controlled by the lifestyle of Babylon. If you live for anything, as the goal of your personal life, which makes your well being, or pleasure, the end: you are captive to the dictates of Babylon. Need I go on????? WE ARE IN THE WORLD BUT NOT OF THE WORLD. WE ARE NOT OUR OWN, WE HAVE BEEN BOUGHT WITH A PRICE!

But listen to me! We must be involved in this human civilization. That is where God has placed us! We cannot take responsibility for all that others do, but when the day or reckoning destruction comes, there will be an awesome awareness of how close our relationship has been with these who must now pay the price for their sin. AND, there is also involvement which is not innocent! It will bring even greater terror! If I have shared in another man’s sin in a sinful kind of way and I now see him paying the penalty, shall I not quake within myself, realizing the same penalty must fall on me?

There is the grief of lost gain. The markets are gone. There are no more buyers for goods and wares. All the wealth anyone holds is worthless. AND there is another grief! We find this grief in verses 14-17. Here, the observers mourn for the broken beauty of Babylon. This may simply be the mourning of one who has used the harlot and grieves she will no longer be available; BUT it may also go far beyond that. As believers, we have lived in this world! As people of the Kingdom of God we have seen all the splendor of the Kingdom of Mammon. There must be grief, for the destruction of the magnificence of that which, though doomed, is a continual reminder of what might have been; had mankind not rebelled against God!

Civilization’s Judge righteously condemns Babylon. He, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, is righteous and just is bringing destruction upon a prostituted world. All that civilization has built, independent of God, disobedient to His will, and expressive of man’s sin; MUST FALL! It will crumble under its own extravagant weight. It will melt away in the intensity of its own bitterness! Babylon’s guilt is inescapable, her hostility to the Kingdom of God irreversible! Babylon must die, for “in her was found the blood of prophets and of the saints, and of all who have been killed upon the earth” as Christ becomes civilization’s judge.

What is the conclusion of these things? The command of the Lord in Revelation 18 is, “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins!” Not the harlot; but the Bride will be His people. Let there be no prostituting of God’s gifts as goods of God are claimed for selfish pleasure. 

What, then, shall it be? Will it be the City of man or City of God? One must crumble; the other will endure. God’s separated people are called to shun the harlot’s house where personal pleasure is bought and paid for. Christ has invited men and women to come; to die that they might live; to give that they may possess; to forsake that they may keep! Jesus asked; “What does it profit a man if he gain the WHOLE world and lose his own soul?”
 To Christ belongs the Bride: dependent, devoted, and delighted! While for the harlot there is only death, for the Bride there is life eternal! Civilization’s Judge is the bridegroom for the City of God. As one city crumbles, the other city stands. As one is doomed, the other is crowned with eternal, living glory. 

As Pilgrim, in the classic, Pilgrim’s Progress, was called to leave the City of Destruction and press toward the City of Life, so today’s pilgrims are bidden to forsake the doomed city and press on, with their eyes, to the King: their hearts to the Bridegroom; their strength yielded to the City of God! We must be diligent in how we live our life! We must get serious on what we include in our lives and what we exclude! What better way can we prepare ourselves for the Lord’s Table and our time to rededicate ourselves to Him?  
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