“THE LORD OF TIME AND ETERNITY”
Revelation 1:9-20

By the time we get to verse 17 of Revelation chapter 1, John, the author, has fallen into a stunned awe. A voice has spoken from behind him and in turning around the Apostle sees the Lord Jesus Christ. The first words from this commanding voice are “Do not be afraid., I am the first and Last.”  
Bible prophecy is theologically called a study of “Eschatology”. It comes from the Greek word, eschatos. Often we refer to it as a study of the “last things”. But this statement of Jesus clarifies it more specifically for us. Jesus uses two Greek words to give Himself the titles: Protos, the First and Eschatos, the Last. The proper study of eschatology is a study of a Lord who acted at the beginning and will act in the end!

These words, used by Jesus of Himself, are parallel terms used earlier of God, the Father. One observation we will find throughout the book of Revelation is that God, the Son and God, the Father are linked together in sheer equality! Again and again the terminology used of one is also used of the other. So, this book teaches us the glory of the Lord and also His deity. 

As we learned last week, this book is all about the Revelation of a Risen Lord to a continuing church. The church needed to be comforted which knowledge that Jesus is in control and at work making things happen in His own time! TODAY WE NOTICE TWO THINGS ABOUT OUR KING!
Note with me (1:4) speaks of the Father as “He who is, and who was, and who is to come”. In (1:8) the Father says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is, and was, and who is to come, the Almighty”. In (22:13) the conquering Jesus says, “I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the Last, the Beginning and the End”. (Alpha is the first Greek letter in the alphabet while Omega is the last Greek letter.)

1. JESUS IS THE KING OF TIME AND ETERNITY! HE ALWAYS HAS BEEN AND ALWAYS WILL BE. HE IS UNPHASED BY TIME!

Not so with we, humans. We dread the progress of this illusive dimension of life. People fear birthdays usually by the time they get out of their teenage years. We recoil from the milestones in our lives. Yet, we also, dread the continuation of life; the endless struggle of living. People feel the weight of the burden of their humanity, mortality, fallibility, and sin. Mankind sometimes feels imprisoned in the cage of the present life. Even the entire creation is described in Romans 8 as “groaning up to the present time. We ourselves, who have the Holy Spirit, groan inwardly as we await the redemption of our bodies at the end times.” 

FOR ALL THIS ANXIETY, CHRIST IS ANNOUNCING HE IS THE LORD OF TIME! HE STANDS ABOVE THE PAST AND THE FUTURE. HE HAS NO TEMPORARY LIMITS! HE OFFERS PEOPLE NEITHER THE HOPELESSNESS OF A MEANINGLESS END (NOR) THE EMPTINESS OF NEAR ENDLESS EXISTENCE!

Jesus lives outside of time and offers us fulfillment within time. He is the Lord of the passing; the Lord of the coming; and the Lord of that which is no more. 

The implication of our Lord’s control over time is seen in the letter to the church in Smyrna. In (2:8) we read: “To the messenger of the church in Smyrna write; “These are the words of Him who is the first and the Last, who died and came to life again.” 
Each letter quoted in chapters 2 and 3 begins with a description of the Lord which relates to the specific message. The church in Smyrna is a persecuted church. They are severely persecuted. They were poor and afflicted in the midst of a city of great wealth. Why then this emphasis then that the author (Jesus) is the first and Last? Notice verse 10! “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you the Devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days.” The writer is the King of time and eternity. Their suffering will be done in ten days. His intention is that His church may see what a tiny segment of eternity is the 10 days of their suffering. For ten days they will endure, but the One for whom they suffer is the Beginning and the end: the First and the Last.
Christians in the church must see themselves within the timelessness of their Lord. Christians are not mere victims of time locked into a mechanical progression of marching birthdays that grind away to the end. Neither are we to be breathless and frustrated, attempting to grasp the present circumstances before they leave and evaporate. In the midst of the fleeting moment of life, Christ is working in believers’ lives holding current events in place that we may understand what is happening. The people of the Lord must live in time. We cannot escape the past, we cannot hold onto the present, but Christ is time’s Lord and King! 
CHRIST IS TIME’S LORD AND KING!

He forgives the past, rules the future, and makes adequate the present. As I think about that idea 2 hymns come to mind.


“When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, AND TIME SHALL BE NO MORE”.


“Time like an ever-rolling stream



bears all its sons away;


they fly, forgotten as a dream



dies at the opening day.”

CHRISTIANS MUST NEVER BE TIME’S SLAVE OR TIME’S VICTIM! What is time to you? A tyrant? One who locks you in an inevitable losing struggle? Is life not a weary bondage? Your King is the King of time and Eternity! 
2. JESUS IS THE MASTER OF DEATH AND LIFE!

(1:18) Our glorious Lord is heard, by John, saying, “I am the living one; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever!” He is the living One who has conquered death. His life and death are redemptive. He is described in verse 5 as “the firstborn from the dead!” 

In Revelation we will continually read of the people of God dying. Revelation is not a book concerned only with escape from death but victory OVER death! This is the natural, realistic, literary way of looking at this book. The last chapters of Revelation are one constant declaration of hope and expectancy. There will be a future time of “no more death”. There is a Lamb’s Book of LIFE! There is a tree of LIFE! There is a free gift of the water of LIFE! Church people will die physically, but what is death when you belong to the MASTER OF DEATH AND LIFE?

I purposely passed over the magnificent description found in verses 12-16 of chapter 1 until now. Follow along as I read them to you!



“I turned around to see the voice that was speaking


to me. And when I turned I saw 7 golden lampstands,


and among the lampstands was someone “like a Son of Man”, 


dressed in a robe reaching down to His feet and with a golden


sash around His chest. His head and hair were whit like wool,


as white as the snow, and His eyes were like blazing fire!


His feet were like brass glowing in a furnace, and His voice


was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand He


held 7 stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp double-edged

sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance!”

No wonder John fell at the feet of such a Lord as though he were dead. It is this Lord who holds the keys of death and Hades, with inherent power to rule. It is these characteristics of direct Lordship which predominate in the introduction of the letters to the churches which follow.

· Ephesus= “One who knows the deeds of His people.”

· Smyrna= “One who gives the Book of Life.”

· Pergamum= “One with a sharp double-edged sword.”

· Thyatira= “One with eyes like blazing fire and feet like burnished brass.”

· Sardis= “One who is alive and will be returning.”
· Philadelphia= “One who is holy and true.”

· Laodicea= “One who is ruler of God’s creation.”

Next week we begin to look at what the Lord perceives is the strength and weakness of churches. Yet, it begins with a graphic picture of the Living, Dynamic Lord of all Glory!!! 

Years before, John heard Pilate as he led out, before a screaming crowd, a broken, bleeding, staggering man and shouted into their cruel faces; “BEHOLD THE MAN!” Now John has heard a voice in the very thunder of Heaven itself crying NOT “Behold the man” but “BEHOLD THE GOD!” 
It is this God, who is Jesus, whom we are to see all the way through this letter to the church; THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST! The time has come to see thru the open window of Heaven, the Person of our King! He is not merely a seeking Savior, longing to rescue: He is the Lord of all, claiming worship. Let the church, hear His voice!
You know the song. We sing it often. But do we live it? 



“He is Lord! He is Lord!



He is risen from the dead



and He is Lord.



Every knee shall bow,



every tongue confess



that Jesus Christ is Lord!”

What do we do in light of the Lord of Time and Eternity; the Master of Death and Life? We must change the way we think & focus on Him! We must make Faith as a way of life, urgently important! We must be prepared for all that comes our way with submission and Obedience to Him!
Time of silent response!!!!!
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