“THE MOST MISUNDERSTOOD, MISUSED BOOK OF THE BIBLE”
Revelation 1:1-8

Shadowed by the clouds of cruel persecution, dwarfed by the might and power of Rome, infected with internal illness, the church of Jesus Christ approached the end of century one. To that church, thru the eyes of the last surviving Apostle, was given a vision of the glory of the Lord. It was given to lift up the heart of the church, command her obedience, and claim her love! Revelation is more than a chart of upcoming events: IT IS THE REVELATION OF THE KING HIMSELF! 


(To keep this in perspective it helps for us to adjust our thinking by accurately identifying the title of this: REVELATION!) 

Today we begin a new series of messages: we will explore the most misunderstood, misused book of the Bible! Revelation has 2 great themes! 

1. The first theme is the revelation of Jesus Christ. This book of the Bible gives us the clearest and greatest portrait of the Lord in Scripture.
2. The second theme is the church. Notice chapter 1:10. “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches.’”

THE ENTIRE BOOK IS A LETTER OF JESUS CHRIST TO HIS CHURCHES! We prove it beyond question as the Lord gives His final signature to the book in the closing words of chapter 22: “I, Jesus, have sent my angel, to give you this testimony for the churches.” And this shows us it is much more than just a book for the specific churches mentioned in chapters 2 & 3.
Tragically, the church has misunderstood Revelation. Individuals have made it their happy hunting ground for personal and private interpretation, but this letter has the two themes, as it spells it out for us! The book is about the Lord of the church and it is a message for the church! This book is the property and proper possession of churches, and this church FBC, must receive it in that fashion.
The letter starts with a brilliant portrayal of revealing our Lord. Even before the church hears the words, they must see the One who speaks. And so, starting off, Jesus is not only revealing He is the readers Lord, but as well, the LORD OF ALL: (v.7) 




“Look, He is coming with the clouds,




and every eye will see Him,




even those who pierced Him;




and all the peoples of the earth




will mourn because of Him.




So shall it be! Amen”

This vision of the Lord Christ which is at the heart of this great book is given in a very deliberate plan of our Lord. The church at the end of the first century was facing great need. 
· Domitian was Emperor and demanded worship as God.

· 30 yrs earlier Nero had the 1st persecution of Christians.

· It had returned under this horrible leader.

· WHAT IS THE ANSWER FOR THE CHURCH? A VISION OF HER LORD!

The church also was facing incredible internal issues within her ranks.

· Tension existed in congregations.

· Leaders were abusing the congregations.

· Members were caught up in self-serving humanity. “Diotrephes, who loves to be first” were in the church

· The church in Rome (at this time) writes to the church in Corinth urging them in no uncertain terms to clean up their act or they would be disassociated with.

· Weird doctrines had arisen. All the heresies of today 2100 yrs later were already in the church in the 1st century.

· WHAT IS THE ANSWER FOR THE CHURCH? A VISION OF HER LORD!

The church must know her Lord. Now the aging apostle, exiled on an island for his faith is called by God to reissue a picture of the churches’ Lord so they would not despair but draw hope and strength and resolve to rekindle their walk of faith.
This is not new. It is the way God has always worked. 

· Moses= 40 yrs of complaining and criticism (Exod. 33) God hides Himself in a cleft of a rock, covers Moses with a hand, and allows him to see God’s glory pass by.

· Isaiah= the king has died and the nation is facing threat of military disaster and turmoil within the nation (Isa. 1 & 60): “In the year king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and lifted up in his glory, fill the temple”…”the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!”

· Paul= to the Ephesians, hated by their world: “I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.”

The further the church moves into the age we live in, the greater our need to know His splendor, His glory!... THEN, in the 1st century, the church was composed of Jewish believers who had a high view of God. But Gentiles were now predominant in the church and they had pagan roots with their ideas of God. The church needed a new presentation of the glory of God.  Revelation is that fresh presentation. We can see the Lord as He is! 
If you better want to understand the dilemma the church of John’s day was in listen to his words in his other epistles:


“The world and its desires are passing away” 1 Jn. 2:17


“Dear children, this is the last hour” 1 Jn. 2:18


“Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray” 1 Jn. 3:7

“This is the spirit of antichrist which you have heard is coming, and even now is already in the world” 1 Jn. 4:3


“We know that we are the children of God. The whole world is under the control of the evil one” 1 Jn. 5:19


“Many deceivers who do not believe that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh have gone out into the world” 2 Jn. 1:7

God knows the problems attacking and permeating the church at john’s time. That is why the vision of the book of Revelation. The Gentile church was as vulnerable to the temptation to create her own image of Jesus as Israel had been in forming a golden calf. That temptation is still with us today! We need a fresh infusion of the Glory of our King! That is why Revelation was written. That is why we begin a study of it today! 
Revelation is not primarily a chart but a portrait. Any approach to this book other than learning about our Lord’s glory misses the mark. We have now defined our approach to this book. The church today needs to also get the reissue of who her Lord is. The times in which we live are catastrophic. The world AND the church is in urgent need to be touch by the glory of the Lord. I hope you get excited with me in the journey ahead of us. Be encouraged, be expectant; Our Lord is coming again! And His glory even now is nigh!
In accomplishing His purpose of giving the church a vision of her King, the Holy spirit took the familiar hymns the church was singing at that time and wove them into the text. What a tremendous strategy on God’s part. From the writing of this letter as the Christians sang their songs they would see themselves singing along with the inhabitants of Heaven. 

If you go through the book and mark out all the songs and note how they relate to the text you will see this happen. Very few people do but notice with me:
In chapter 4 you may puzzle over the “seals to be opened” but you have no problem understanding the words of the songs:




“Holy, holy, holy




is the Lord God almighty,




who was, and is, and is to come!”




“You are worthy, our Lord & God,




to receive glory and honor and power.




for You created all things,




and by Your will they were created



and have their being.”

In chapter 5 you may ask: “Who are the 24 elders”? but you have no difficulty grasping and joining in the elders’ song;




“You are worthy to take the scroll




and to open its seals,




because you were slain,




and with your blood,




you purchased men for God




from every tribe & language & people & nation.



You have made them to be a kingdom & priests




to serve our God,




and they will reign on the earth.”

You may feel you know exactly who the 144,000 are in chapter 7, or you may be puzzled by the many interpretations, but again; regardless of their identity, we find them singing of the Lord’s glory




“Salvation belongs to our God,




who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

This happens throughout the entire book. You can’t miss it!

Schaff says it well: “the Gospels lay the foundation in faith, Acts and the Epistles build upon it a holy life, Revelation is the book of hope to a struggling church and insures final victory and rest in the glory of the Lord. 

We need the book of Revelation. We need it, however, in its proclaimed purpose. We have much focus on salvation, but too little on the Savior in His glory. The tragedy of most studies of Revelation is that they are fascinated with the program to the neglect of the programmer. The book of Revelation is not best studied with a chart of events, but with an understanding of portrait of the King of Kings & Lord of Lords who brings all the events to pass. The events given are in order to point to the Lord Jesus. If we get absorbed in the events we miss the purpose of the book. From the creation of the world to the end of the world the focus must be on the author and finisher of our faith. 

All the errors of the church; her failures; her defeats; are ultimately traced to her failure to keep a sharp, full, clear, the vision of her Lord. If the church is inglorious, complaining, tottering, cautious…it is because she fails to see her King in His glory!   
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