“THE RESPONSIBILITY OF A WATCHMAN”
(Ezekiel 33:1-20)

There are several notorious cartoon figures which appear from time to time in newspapers, magazines and other literature. These toons (as they are called today) have often been used to portray ongoing realities in western culture. One such cartoon character is the “doomsday prophet”. He is usually depicted as an ancient man with a flowing white beard, dressed in a disheveled robe. He carries a placard which reads: “THE END OF THE WORLD IS NEAR!”  Most people view such a character with humor. The idea of God sending such a “spiritual watchman” to pronounce doom on the world seems for many to be ludicrous or foolishness. Yet such an idea comes directly from the pages of the book we are studying; the book of Ezekiel. In the chapter we are going to look at today (Chapter 33) the Living God of Israel gives a specific calling to His servant. The calling is to complete the very mission which our world scoffs at. Ezekiel is to be a watchman sounding a message of doom.
There is ambivalence (a mixed feeling) among Americans concerning the “end of the world”. Just about everyone is aware of the idea that this world could one day come to a screeching halt. Most, however, choose not to believe such an event will actually happen.  Even our movies and fictional stories regularly visit the idea that this world could end. But they too wrap up each “end of the world” tale with the sheer determination and bravery of heroes (fighting against all odds) to save the day. In the minds of the majority, the end of world is an empty threat. The idea that an Almighty God could or would bring devastation on this world is scorned by the general populace. Such a thought is just not acceptable. I find it intriguing, however, that even though the idea is denied, it keeps resurfacing in peoples’ minds. Perhaps the fear of its reality lingers in the public mind? With that as our backdrop, this morning; join me as we observe the original “doomsday prophet” as he receives an inspired message from his God. In the first 20 verses of Chapter 33, our passage for today, Ezekiel provides us with 3 truths!
A. Judgment & the End of the World is Coming! (Verses 1-5)
The first truth is a very simple fact of life! Judgment and the end of the world is going to happen. I need to share a fact of the accepted process in the interpretation of prophetic scripture. It is a universal rule in the minds of scholars. Prophetic literature, especially in the Bible, has one meaning and many applications. The meaning of Ezekiel 33 was given to our featured prophet as a message for his audience alone. That is its meaning! There are additional applications that can be used by readers of this literature. But, in Bible prophecy, the readers must be aware of what the words say to those living at that moment in time. Present day readers, like you and me, can make applications to our own lives, as well. If God had not had such an intention for modern-day readers, He wouldn’t have had His prophetic words recorded in written form. 
How does that fit our study today? In verse 21 we read, “In the twelfth year of our exile, in the tenth month on the fifth day, a man who had escaped from Jerusalem came to me and said, ‘The city has fallen!’”. Doom and judgment did happen to the Judeans, as the prophet predicted would happen. It took place. It is a historical, proven and known event of Israel’s history. No one rejects its authenticity. God spoke and it happened as He said it would! The meaning of this chapter in Ezekiel 33 took place!
So if, as in other prophetic scriptures, we read that judgment and doom will happen on the inhabitants of this planet Earth, we understand this truth: God’s judgment for sin is going to take place. The end of the world is coming: IT WILL HAPPEN! This is application brought forth from Israeli prophecy. God’s Word is accurate! It is a message that comes directly from the Living, Holy God of the Bible! It is not based on the acceptance of mankind. It is not dependent on public opinion. God WILL ALWAYS judge the human race for sin! That is the poignant, easy truth to share. Let’s “roll up our sleeves” and tackle our second truth. 
B. The Prophet is held Accountable to Deliver the Message! (Verses 6-11)
The Lord presents a command to Ezekiel and spells out the necessity of it being delivered. This is truth number two! God holds accountability for His people to impart His message. He does this, with Ezekiel, by delineating both the outcome of obeying His command and also ignoring His command. In verse 8 God tells His messenger, “When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood.”  In verse 9 God tells Ezekiel, “But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself.” 
God expands the message to His prophet in verses 10-11, “Son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘this is what you are saying: ‘Our offenses and sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?’” Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?’ 

Notice that Ezekiel was not just to deliver the message. He was to actually pour out his heart and soul in persuading these captives to respond positively to God. He was not to only give data from the Lord to his audience, but to give himself to the task of communicating the message 110%. How he gives himself to the task which God has given him will have a direct bearing on how God evaluates him. If he neglects giving the message to the people he will bear their blood on his own hands. If he delivers the message, with the zealousness he possesses, he will be innocent of their blood. Keep in mind that this is his instruction from the Lord 30 chapters after God told him, “the house of Israel is not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, for the whole house of Israel is hardened and obstinate.” (Ezekiel 3:7) Be assured: Ezekiel is not responsible for the response of the people. The way they choose to respond is their own responsibility. Ezekiel is responsible to vigorously give them the message! 
Have you ever tried to present God’s message of conviction and upcoming justice to someone who is opposed to the Bible? Even though we are tempted to avoid bringing the subject up, our calling is no different than the one Ezekiel received. We are not responsible for the outcome of those with whom we speak God’s Word; but we are responsible for sharing the message! Not to do that is utter disobedience to our Lord. This prophet was a part of the exiled folk in Babylon. He was one of them. They were people who he had a relationship with. Even though God informed him they were not going to respond, God put him among them to be a messenger.
As we draw an application for us today, what group of people has God brought you into for the purpose of sharing His message? Since we recognize that people need to be warned of their need for turning to God, how are we doing in the zeal department of sharing the message? Do we really desire to give ourselves to the ministry of evangelism, even though many will not be open to listen? How passionate are we in light of the fact that God places a responsibility on us to share His message, with friend and acquaintance alike?
C. The People will be Judged by How they Respond to the Message! (Verses 17-20)
The third truth God reveals to His prophet in this scripture is that people determine for themselves how to make room for what God is doing. Though human beings “See through a glass darkly” as 1 Corinthians 13:12 (KJV) tells us, folks actually believe they have ALL the facts. We, in the human race, are so limited in what we understand. We rationalize our actions by criteria which are tainted by our own biases and interpretations. Though we place the blame on God, we are the ones who do not see things justly or fairly. God wraps up His instructions to Ezekiel in verse 20 with this: “I will judge each of you according to his own ways.” In the New Testament we read, “The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.” (Revelation 20:22) 
God tells Ezekiel that the people in Babylon have all changed. Some have changed from righteousness to self-sufficient sin while others have turned from sin to repentance. God sees it all! God judges His children on where they are in their present life, not where they once were. Many of the Israelites hung all their hopes for God’s grace on the fact that once upon a time they were humble and submissive to God. From cover to cover (in the Bible) God expects His people to live as His obedient subjects, making His will the focus of their lives. When that is not the agenda of their lives, they come up short on the “holiness” chart. The Judeans in captivity were stunned that God allowed them to be slaves in Babylon. They determined that God was unjust for demanding that they live life His way! Is it really much different today? 
Do you not see today’s professing Christians disillusioned that God places so much importance on their present non-existent spiritual walk and so little on granting the desires of their hearts. For non-believers in God it is even worse. They, clearly, refuse to accept any notion of a living God who will hold them accountable for anything. For all practical purposes God is, to the pagan, but a myth like Paul Bunyan or Johnny Appleseed. Yet, when all is said and done, human history will be fulfilled God’s way. And every person who has lived human life will be judged by a living God who is in sovereign control! You can take it or leave it! But we will all live with the outcome of our decisions and the responsibility for the end result is ours to bear. I have attempted to give you the warning as commanded by my Lord! Without Him, we are nothing! We will not be able to blame Him for any disaster that befalls us because we lived for ourselves, in disobedience of Him. The longer we put off making faith the real substance of life, the greater the risk!  
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