“THE PROPHET’S LOSS”
(Ezekiel 24:15-27)

I am excited because we get an opportunity this morning to return to a book of the Bible which has captured our attention in recent weeks. After two weeks away from the book of Ezekiel, we come back to the very place where we left off: chapter 24. Next week we will again leave this incredible part of the Old Testament for Easter Sunday. Then, following the celebration of the Lord’s resurrection, we will return for four more sermons to round out our preaching tour of this book of prophecy.

I find a very interesting dynamic at work in the viewpoint of many Christians when they think of the Bible. Many have determined that there is a major difference between the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New Testament. They often assert that that in the Old Testament God is a very harsh personality while in the New Testament God is very loving and gracious. In this outlook, people see a huge difference between what they read in the Old Testament “If you do not carefully follow all the words of this law, which are written in this book, and do not revere this glorious and awesome name—the Lord your God—the Lord will send fearful plagues on you and your descendants, harsh and prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering illnesses.” (Deuteronomy 28:58-59) as they compare that with “the Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9). The conclusion folk often draw is that in the Old Testament God is very harsh and in the New Testament God is loving and gracious. While we do not have the time, today, to refute this fallacious conclusion of God’s difference in each of the Testaments, let me simply declare that such a conclusion is not valid. The Lord our God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.  

God is revealed in Scripture as making very hard things happen in the lives of His servants, as He works with other people so they can learn a lesson. Though not a comfortable topic to handle, it is a side of God that He, Himself, has chosen to reveal to us. He wants us to understand His sovereignty vividly. We find this in the verses before us today. We mentioned back in our summary introduction to this series in Ezekiel that we would visit this biblical event. So, here we go!

There are two important features in this difficult prophetic event which we must look at. Our first feature begins in verses 15-16a with God giving Ezekiel a personal message which will stretch him, big time! The prophet tells his readers, “The word of the Lord came to me; ‘Son of man, with one blow I am about to take away from you the delight of your eyes.” Adding to the drama, Ezekiel is instructed in verses 16b-17, “Yet do not lament or weep or shed any tears. Groan quietly; do not mourn for the dead. Keep your turban fastened and your sandals on your feet; do not cover the lower part of your face or eat the customary food of mourners.” God identifies Himself as the one who is going to do this to His servant! He announces, “I am about to take away from you the delight of your eyes” (Verse 15). And what was the deed that God was announcing? Ezekiel records in verse 18 “So I spoke to the people in the morning and in the evening my wife died.” There you have it! Ezekiel understood that this was an action at the hands of his God. He tells us then, “The next morning I did as I had been commanded.” Ezekiel obeyed his God; he refrained from grieving over the loss of his wife. 

Anyone who has been a Christian, for any period of time, must admit that God is sovereign. God does what God determines to do! God calls the shots! God will have His way in the lives of His people! His will is not determined by popular opinion. He is God! He does not take into account what people think is fair and unfair. Until this event Ezekiel has served and obeyed his Lord, every single time. He is never portrayed as wavering once in his faith! And this is what God determines must happen. Let me remind you that Ezekiel never comes up with the idea that God didn’t understand the pain he was going through. God did understand! In fact, it was now that Ezekiel could, himself, understand the pain God put up with through the years of Judah’s disobedience. Remember, God told this “Son of man” that the captives in Babylon where stubborn and unresponsive to any call for repentance. He even told Ezekiel He would change his prophet’s personality so he would be more hard-headed than his audience; the Israelites who throughout the Old Testament God refers to as His bride. In the New Testament God refers to the church as His bride. Both then and now God endures His bride’s infidelity. Now, through this experience, His servant experiences the hurt and pain of his God. I believe this gave urgency to Ezekiel as he viewed the utter disdain the Judeans held toward the God they professed. Just as God hid His sorrow while enduring such pain; now His messenger is to do the same. In reality, this IS fair if the prophet is going to understand and accurately represent God!
Is there empathy for God in the hearts of His committed people today, when they view the homicide of the unborn, the child abuse in Christian families, the divorce rate among Christian men and women, the addictions of those saved by grace, the laying up of treasure on earth by people professing allegiance to the Living Lord or any other selfish rebellions among the redeemed? Do you and I feel the pain in the heart of God over the pride that bars God from being the authority in His children’s lives? Do we realize what it costs God to endure the rampant sin that pervades the Church today? It cost God dearly to watch His Son hang on a cross for our sins. He often sees His people pray a prayer asking for salvation, only to then follow it up with a pursuit of doing whatever they choose, regardless of what God wants them to do and not do! 
I mentioned there were two features to this historical event in Ezekiel’s life. Our second feature leads us to Verses 26-27 where God tells His prophet “a fugitive (from Jerusalem after its fall) will come to tell you the news…so you (Ezekiel) will be a sign to them (the exiles) and they will know that I am the Lord” In this context God’s devastating work in Ezekiel’s life was a picture of what God experienced as well as a dramatic enactment of what these Judean captives will go through when their loved ones in Jerusalem lose their lives. The experience of the prophet will be the actual experience of his audience as well.
To understand Ezekiel’s message to the people, we must consider verses 21-24. “I am about to desecrate my sanctuary—the stronghold in which you take pride, the delight of your eyes, the object of your affection. The sons and daughters you left behind will fall by the sword. And you will do as I have done. You will not cover the lower part of your face or eat the customary food of mourners. You will keep your turbans on your heads and your sandals on your feet. You will not mourn or weep but will waste away because of your sins and groan among yourselves. Ezekiel will be a sign to you; you will do just as he has done. When this happens you will know that I am the Sovereign Lord.” 

Do you now see why the prophet had to go through the loss of his wife? It not only gave him empathy for what God went through. It also enabled him to act out what was ahead for these exiles. News will surely come of all the loved ones they held dear and yet lost. At once the message of the prophet of God will come home to roost. These folk will be left desolate. Wait a minute! God had been left desolate. Ezekiel was left desolate. All this was because of the Judeans’ sins. They will be desolate also. 

Have you ever wondered why God’s people go through the same pain as the people of the world? Guess what? No worldly person will be able to say that Christians don’t understand. We go through pain, we endure suffering and loss. We are not immune. Our message to this world will have no effect if nonbelievers see us immune from pain, suffering and loss. They will say, “It is fine for you to talk of repentance but if you lived life, as we do, with the horrible experiences of life, you wouldn’t believe in God either.”  We are living proof that people can “know that I am the Lord”. (Verse 27)
This discussion brings us back to verses 26-27. God used Ezekiel as “a sign” to the people in exile. The message is that of God’s Lordship! If you are here today and reject the notion that God is in control, that God will have His way: GET READY FOR A RUDE AWAKENING! 
God is not one to mess with! God has communicated His will in His Word. If you think you will get a free ride because you have not studied the Bible, please take note. THERE WILL BE NO EXCUSE! We, Americans, have God’s actual, literal and specific spelled out Word, in our very own language. If we have not read it, we have no one else to blame but ourselves. If we choose to ignore it or “do our own thing” we should not be surprised when our life is a total mess! God loves His people, but He expects them to live life His way. Listen to how Paul states it:

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.” (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)    

Let those who have ears to hear, hear the word of the Lord!
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