“A PROFILE OF COMPLACENCY”
(Ezekiel 33:30-33)

In the English language sometimes we use slogans, adages or sayings to convey truth. Over the course of time some of those sayings might change or be expressed from a different viewpoint than what was originally. Let me give you an example. A popular adage is “actions speak louder than words”. Nowadays that phrase has been changed to add emphasis. Just two weeks ago I heard someone use it like this: “what you are doing speaks so loud I can’t hear a word you are saying!”  We see this particular adage illustrated in today’s scripture passage. God actually informs His prophet that his audience, captives in Babylon, viewed Ezekiel with an attitude of mockery. It stems from the hypocrisy which God sees obvious in their lives. Let’s look at the situation this prophet of God finds himself in while living among his own people in a far away land. We might even find several applications in this historical setting which touches committed Christians, in America, today. 
A. THE MESSENGER OF GOD IS RIDICULED!
(Verses 30, 32)
In verse 30 we observe God acknowledging what He knows concerning   conversations among the Judeans. God tells His servant “Your countrymen are talking together about you by the walls and at the doors of the houses saying to each other, ‘Come and hear the message that has come from the Lord.’”  On its own this verse might appear to show support for Ezekiel, but in reality God was giving testimony to the scorn and ridicule these folk had His prophet. They did not restrain themselves from expressing their disregard for this man of God. In their minds God’s representative was a joke! You’ve heard of polish jokes, blonde jokes, or lawyer jokes? Well, during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar, among these captives there were prophet jokes. This outward disrespect saturated the public conversations of God’s people throughout everyday life. This topic was discussed, “By the walls and at the doors of the houses”. God lets us know that His messenger was made fun of in every “nook and cranny” of these peoples’ lives. It was inescapable for Ezekiel to avoid such mockery.

The lack of public acceptance concerning Ezekiel’s message did not change the validity of his message. The Word of God was and always will be true. But, in this prophet’s time, the message he offered was in public opinion utter foolishness. We are learning on Sunday evenings, through “The Truth Project” that people, left on their own, reject the idea of a Sovereign God! To accept such a reality requires people to admit such an authority actually exists. This would compel people to explain why they have no desire to be obedient to authority.   

In Verse 32 God elaborates on Ezekiel’s reputation among the captives by identifying the image most folk have concerning him. God tells the prophet, “Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well…” We have already discovered that Ezekiel was one of the most talented writers of scripture. Among other things he wrote songs and sang them, he acted out many of his messages and he built projects to communicate the word of God. If you identify a method of communication, Ezekiel was gifted by God to use it. Yet, to the general public, he offered entertainment; at best! God tells this “Son of Man” the audience did think of him as talented. But that was as far as it went. How sad that these captives asked for a message from God, then did not accept it when He gave it. Ezekiel’s teaching fell on deaf ears.

The first application for us today is that we should not be surprised or alarmed when we bear the brunt of scoffing and ridicule. It happened to Ezekiel and it will happen to this generation. It has been an ongoing characteristic of humans to disrespect God’s committed messengers ever since the fall in the Garden of Eden. I am surprised at how negatively Christians rate the experience of being “made fun of” by the pagan world. Our insatiable need to be liked prompts a fear or dread to well up among us whenever we think of being held in derision by our contemporaries. If you give yourself to the task of speaking a message directly from the Bible (to your unsaved friends today) you will likely bear the brunt of jokes. Is that really so terrible? Are we trying to be popular or are we trying to stand for the truth? It is important to be faithful to God and attempt to share what we have learned with others. Are we trying to do that or have we written off unbelievers as a lost cause? Are we making friends with unbelievers in order to earn their trust so we can share our testimonies with them? Or do we avoid them like the plague?

B. THE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE NOT INTERESTED IN OBEYING HIM!
(Verses 31-32)

The message God has for His spokesman is very sobering. It is evident that God is aware of the unfaithfulness of His people. God, Himself, is grading their actions. In Verse 31 God says, “My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to listen to your words, but they do not put them into practice. With their mouths they profess devotion, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain.” God continues His indictment at the end of verse 32, saying, “For they hear your words but do not put them into practice.” 
The Bible tells us, “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7) So we get God’s view of the commitment of the people during Ezekiel’s time. God’s assessment is not good! God comes to the conclusion that His people are liars, pretenders and hypocrites. There is no nice way to describe God’s conclusion. God sees right through the empty care His people have concerning what matters to Him. For those of us who know the history of the Israelites, to realize they were seen by God in such duplicity, is appalling! How could they be so calloused; so complacent; so naïve to believe they were pleasing God? In actuality they were making God the brunt of their ridicule: not God’s prophet! They were treating God as folklore rather than the Sovereign Lord who controls their lives. They saw everything through the viewpoint of humanism; life centered on human capability only. They worshipped God outwardly, but God had no impact on their lives. They listened to God’s messenger but they kept their ears closed to anything that demanded patterning their lives to meet the expectations of what God wanted. There also was no commitment to obey God and His demands at all. This describes life in our culture today as well. There is nothing within life which has its focus and meaning on God.
Isn’t it wonderful that things are so drastically changed these days? I mean, aren’t you thrilled to see hundreds and thousands of born-again believers giving their undivided attention and ways of living to conform to God’s expectations? Aren’t we filled with ecstasy to see so many Christians actively making God the top priority in their lives today? Did you note the sarcasm in my questions? How the heart of God must grieve to see so many educated, professing Christians living their lives doing what they want; with no attempt to obey His word. God still has His messengers sharing the Bible’s truth in this land of abundance. But the majority of His people do not deny themselves any pleasure of this world in order to be obedient to Him. A vast number of Christians know the Bible tells them that “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”! (Galatians 5:22) They know this is what the Bible teaches. They actually believe it is the Word of God. But where is love in the lives of most Christians? Where is joy? Where is peace? Where is growth in the area of patience? Where is kindness in how God’s people relate to others? Where is goodness in Christian lives? Where has faithfulness gone? Where is gentleness toward others? And last but not least, where is self-control exhibited in the lives of Christians as they determine what they can and cannot do to please their Lord? So many Christians today pride themselves on what they have of this world’s wealth and possessions without a pinch of regret at amassing “treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal!” (Matthew 6:19) But there is one more, brief observation for us to make.

C. THE END RESULT WILL SHOW PEOPLE THE INTERGRITY OF GOD’S MESSENGERS!
(Verse 33)

In Verse 33 God encourages Ezekiel’s heart by making this commitment to him. “When the prophecy all comes true – and it surely will – then the people will know that a prophet has been among them”. Those of us who truly desire to make God the center of our lives often feel a need to validate our way of life. We should feel that way. God told His prophet, and He tells us today, that things will take place as His word says. Seeing no outward confirmation of God’s justice at the moment does not mean we throw in the towel. God will do as He has said. Now you know why “patience” is one of the slices of the Spirit’s fruit. One day, everyone who has ridiculed you will know that a prophet has been in their midst. So hang in there! Get on with warning the people in your life (both Christian and non-Christian) to obey God!

The Lordship of Jesus Christ is essential to Christian faith. Obedience to God’s Word is crucial in the life of a Christian. Serious attention to God’s Word is a must for believers. The Kingdom of God is the goal in the lives of the Redeemed. Walking by faith and not by sight is a reality God uses to rate how His people are doing. So how are we doing in communicating such truth? Consequences in this life are nothing to be concerned about. God will vindicate His faithful for sharing the message of spiritual truth. It may not happen till the judgment day. Those who trifle with God’s authority and control will know the truth. We are but the messengers. There is work to be done. God is looking for watchmen to sound the alarm. Don’t pay attention to the ridicule and rejection from others. Be faithful to the task.        
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