“PHILIP: A MAN OF PRACTICALITY”
John 1:43-45

John 12:20-24

John 14:6-9
In reviewing our sermon series on the disciples of Jesus, we see a diversity of personal qualities, individual characteristics and even unique perspectives. In past weeks, as we have studied the Disciples of Jesus, we have identified a non-conformist, a terrorist, two brothers with short tempers, a bigot, a man who questioned everything, one who was extremely impulsive, one with an outstanding family pedigree, a nice guy and one of the Lord’s half-brothers. Today we meet the most practical man of the lot. His name is Philip. Just as Matthew (the nonconformist) needed to change into a team player or Peter (the impulsive one) needed to become disciplined in his way of life, Philip (Mr. Practical) also needed to change. Wait a minute!!! God brought each of these Disciples of Christ to a place of recognizing specific changes they needed to make. Is it possible He has the same intention in mind for each of us? I believe it is. We are not allowed by God to merely know where we need to change. We must be committed to allowing God to change us. Romans 12:1-2 brings this into focus when we personalize the command found there, “To offer [our] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is [our] spiritual act of worship. [We are to] not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [our] minds. Then [we] will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.”

So what can we learn from Philip which will enable us to see where God needed to change him? And, will this knowledge have an application for some of us here today? Join me in learning about this man of practicality! 
1.) PHILIP RECEIVED A CLEAR CALL FROM JESUS!
(John 1:43-46)

Did you notice the transition between the call of Andrew in previous verses (John 1:37-42) and the verses I just read to you. The implication in this section of the Bible is that the two disciples of John, the baptizer, were Andrew and Philip. They were the two who asked where Jesus was staying and they are the two who spent a day listening to him. On that same day, Andrew goes and finds his brother Simon and brings him to Jesus. Now on the following day, in verse 43, we are told that Jesus decides to leave for the region of Galilee. The Lord specifically looks for Philip and issues him a call to “Follow me”. Note, we are told in no uncertain terms that Philip’s call came the day after he and Andrew spent a day with Jesus. Andrew is already on board and since Jesus is heading into a new area of the country he deliberately looks for Philip to invite him to join the team. These verses tell us that Philip is a Galilean when it says in verse 44, “Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.” Philip’s call was separate from the Lord’s call to Andrew. It was purposeful since we are told Jesus went about to “find” Philip. In preparation for his ministry, Jesus has chosen a few who are actually from Galilee; the rural part of Israel. Being familiar with this area, Philip understands why Nathanael responds with a derogatory reference to Nazareth when Philip tells him they have “found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote” (Verse 45)
I am going to take a moment to avoid potential confusion some could have, before we move on. This Philip (mentioned in the gospels) is a completely different man than the Philip mentioned prominently in the New Testament Book of Acts. Without taking a huge amount of time to show each point of how we know these are two different persons, the Apostles (including the Philip we are studying this morning) have a problem in the Jerusalem church following the day of Pentecost. There were Jewish widows in the church; some living in Gentile cultures while others were living in Hebrew culture. They were treated differently by the church when food was distributed. The Apostles (in Acts 6) solve this problem by appointing seven men, who are identified in church history as deacons, to handle this matter. One of the seven chosen was a man also named Philip. Philip, the Apostle was not appointed to be one of the seven deacons. The deacons were to handle this issue so the Apostles could devote themselves to the ministry of the Word of God. In simple terms, we have two Philips in the New Testament. So, with that said, let’s move ahead with our study of the apostle Philip!
2. PHILIP WAS KNOWN BY PEOPLE TO BE PRACTICAL!
(John 12:20-29)

Have you ever noticed that, when you are a part of a group of people and need to get something done, it is best to find a practical person? Often, in an organizational or corporate setting, we find ourselves getting “the run-around”. If you find a practical person, who knows the way the system works, you can get your need met quickly. In this section of Scripture we find some Gentiles in Jerusalem for the Passover. They know about Jesus and since they are not Jews they reach for a disciple from their part of the country: Philip (Verse 21). Gentiles lived in Galilee for the most part. These men want to meet Jesus. But, how is it possible in the crowded atmosphere of Jerusalem during a Feast? Philip can cut through the “red tape”. Philip will not give them “the run-around”! This practical Apostle knows exactly what to do. He goes to Andrew, the “press secretary” of the Lord (if you please) and they gain an audience with the Lord. Philip is approached and Philip produces. He is a man of practical action. This is very commendable. His strength was to “cut to the quick”. But in the process Philip could be so practical that he missed the big picture; for it was in this context that Jesus pronounced his upcoming crucifixion. Philip needed to not just assume the position of being practical and “go with what worked”. He needed to expand his horizon of thinking. Practicality is fine but it is not all there is to life! We move to a third account of this very credible disciple to find out, again, where this man needed to change his approach to life. If you are a person of complete practicality “lend me your ear!” 
3. PHILIP NEEDED TO THINK IN LARGER TERMS!

(John 14:6-14)

Jesus and his disciples are in the upper room. As the Lord unfolds (in more detail) his upcoming death, three disciples interact with him. Thomas, the constant questioner is puzzled about “the way” (John 14:5). Judas (the Lord’s half-brother), the one-time skeptic, is puzzled about Jesus’ methodology in not showing himself to the world (John 14:22). Right smack-dab in the middle of these two interactions Philip shows his practicality in verse 8. His response to the Lord’s announcement of impending doom is “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us”. 

Do you get the picture? Jesus brought up the information about impending crucifixion in front of the Galilean Gentiles in chapter 12. Philip doesn’t connect with it even when a voice from heaven backs up the Lord’s statements. It went right over his head! Now the Lord revisits the same topic and Philip is basically saying, “Lord, do not get into the theological meaning of a sacrificial death. It isn’t logical. It’s way too abstract. Simply show us God, the Father and we will be ok!” Practical people think things through and determine what makes sense. When they come to such a point they find it difficult if not impossible to buy into any other approach. “My mind is made up! Don’t confuse me with the facts!” is usually their response.  This is precisely where Philip needed to change. Here is where he needed to grow. He is very much like Martha of the sister-act of Mary and Martha. Martha had the practical side of seeing a meal that needed to be prepared. Mary was not as practical as her sister. She wanted to sit at the feet of Jesus and simply listen to his teaching.
It is to this disciple that Jesus asks, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?” (Verse 9) Jesus said to Martha in Luke 10:41-42, “Martha, Martha you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better and it will not be taken away from her.”
It is important to be practical. But practicality misses out on so many significant facets to life. Often the practical person misses out on events, factors and truths because they do not seem to be logical, or practical. When one lives a life of faith; it is not always practical. Logic is good but it often doesn’t perceive God’s way of doing things. Philip had to learn to expand his thinking beyond what made sense to him. 

When we view how God operates within the scope of the lives of His children, He tells us, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways!” (Isaiah 55:8) In Proverbs 3:5-6 we read, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your path” Where does simple logic or practicality fit into that equation? 
It makes sense to be logical or practical. Many people do not believe in miracles because miracles do not bring logical explanations with them. Many people do not become Christians because it is not practical in their lives. The Bible speaks to this issue when it says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death”. (Proverbs 14:12) Faith does not always fit into the box of practicality. Philip needed to learn this. We too must learn this valuable lesson.

Are you too practical for your own good? Does God have to fit your criteria in order for you to budge from your entrenched position of thinking or behavior? Are you open to the intangibles of living by faith while trying to be logical in the facets of your life? We finish with a quote from the Book of Hebrews where it tells us, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for.” (11:1-2) Perhaps we just received some “food for thought”!
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