“THE OVERWHELMED PROPHET”
     Ezekiel 2:1-5

Ezekiel 3:4-9

Ezekiel 3:12-17

In case you missed last week’s sermon, I need to inform you that we have started a brand-new series. Beginning today and over the next three months, we are going to look at a number of language pictures from the book of Ezekiel. Ezekiel is part of a group of Biblical books which is prophetic in style. As we learned last Sunday; prophecy books contain two types of content. Eighty percent of Bible prophecy is PROCLAMATION or a command issued by God. The other twenty percent is PREDICTION or the possible results based on man’s obedience or disobedience of God.
Those of us who are professing Christians in America today face the same Godly commission as Ezekiel, in his time. We are commanded by God to “go and make disciples of all nations [ethnic groups], baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) What an easy thing to do; right? I mean, everyone in this American culture longs for us to give them God’s message; right? If you share God’s viewpoint (found in the Bible) with the average American citizen, in this 21st Century, they willingly accept it; right? Let’s take time this morning to get acquainted with the prophet Ezekiel, a man who was given a calling by God. Let’s begin by looking at some of the common denominators we share with this Old Testament prophet. There are three observations we can make from segments found in the 2nd and 3rd chapters of Ezekiel.
(READ EZEKIEL 2:1-5)

I. THE PROFILE OF GOD’S MESSENGER!
Did you notice the first verse we just read? God is personally speaking to His prophet in this verse. God gives Ezekiel the name “son of man”. You need to know that this will be Ezekiel’s designation throughout the rest of the book. It is used by God over 90 times in this book of the Bible when He communicates with His prophet. As an example, you see it used a second time in verse 3. In looking at verse 4 we see that God refers to Himself in this passage as the “Sovereign Lord”, a designation used over 200 times in the book of Ezekiel. We will learn about that next week. Today, let’s learn what the name “son of man” means, when God uses it to address Ezekiel.

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary tells us, “This title indicates the frailty and weakness of man, the creature humbled before the mighty and majestic God, who had just been revealed in the previous vision of chapter one. By this title Ezekiel would be reminded continually that he was dependent on the Spirit’s power, which enabled him to receive the message of God, and to deliver it in the power and authority of the Lord. This same name—Son of Man—was given Christ in the Gospels to emphasize his relation to humanity and his voluntary dependence on the Spirit of God.”

Do you grasp what is being taught here, in our first passage of Scripture? Ezekiel was given a call or commission to be God’s prophet. In approaching this mortal man, God made it clear it was necessary for Ezekiel to recognize his position, his lack of ability and his lack of authority to accomplish anything himself. Before we end today we will see the initial feelings and attitude this man had when placed in such a position of servitude. Ezekiel was continuously addressed by God as “son of man”. God wanted Ezekiel to never, for one moment, believe he had the capability to accomplish his ministry without God working through him. 

Do you get the irony in all this? The very lesson the Israelites (Ezekiel’s audience) never grasped was their place in God’s plan. They saw God as being at their beckoned call. They expected Him to respond to their needs and meet their desires, first and foremost. Any suggestion that they live for the purpose of pleasing the living God of the universe escaped their thinking. So God used His servant Ezekiel as a role model to demonstrate what God expects of His people. 
In light of this opening concept from the Bible, where do today’s American Christians get the idea that God exists to meet their individual, private needs? I know the Bible tells us “Ask and it will be given unto you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7) but the context of this promise is the Sermon on the Mount where Christ teaches of the need to live life by faith. Take that reality away (forgo context) and people assume they have Carte Blanc to ask God for anything and it will be given. This is how believers get the idea that they run the show; that they call the shots in the dimensions of their lives? Through the generations of Christians that have enjoyed American freedom, our society has become as proud and arrogant as the Israelites (in captivity in Babylon) wondering why they were so mistreated by God. America, a nation once considered by the world to be a Christian nation is seen today as prideful, selfish, exclusive and hypocritical. Even the Muslim world knows that Christianity calls people to not be “ lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying its power.” (2 Timothy 3:2-5) Ezekiel needed to see himself for who he was in relation to his God. In God’s mind Ezekiel was not to live one moment of his life with the idea that he controlled anything. He was but “a son of man”. 

(READ EZEKIEL 3:4-9)

II. THE PEOPLE RECEIVING THE MESSAGE!
Do you believe what I just read to you concerning the Israeli captives? Perhaps now we can see why the message Ezekiel was ordered to share with his people “tasted like honey” (Verse 3) He was going to wake his people up to their plight and their need for repentance. Then reality set in. God showed this new prophet what he was going to go through when he shared God’s word to them. It is not a pretty picture. Verses 5-6 tell us that God chose Ezekiel to go to the house of Israel because he was one of them. He was an Israelite. He understood their language, their culture, their way of life and their tendencies. But God also warned the prophet of what he would encounter: “The house of Israel is not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, for the whole house of Israel is hardened and obstinate.”(Verse 7)
This must have appeared to Ezekiel as a “no-win” situation. What a let-down! I mean, why even try, if the response is already set in stone. God is basically telling His messenger that the message will fall on deaf ears. Sarcastically I say, surely Ezekiel was thrilled to hear that! But he will have the last word. These liberal, “professing-only” Israelites will get their just reward from God! But, get this! The message from “the Sovereign Lord” doesn’t end there. God tells his prophet, “But I will make you as unyielding and hardened as they are. I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house.” (Verses 8-9) God is telling Ezekiel that he is to go proclaim the message to these people even when they do not respond. It will be their rejection of the message from God that verifies and validates God’s judgment on them. 

I believe, because I have observed throughout my years in the good old USA, that our society today has no time for a message from God. Though many go through the motions of Christianity, the 2 Timothy 3 verses we referred to describe how most Americans structure their lives today. It is to design their lives on the basis of what “they want”! In our culture today, we are expected to be “politically correct” and take down any reference to Bible verses which are on public display, or any symbol of Christianity which offends someone else. Biblical convictions, which oppose accepted practices of blatant sin, are likewise considered to be politically incorrect, therefore thrown out. Christians are to be silent, at all costs! I wonder what would happen if the book of Ezekiel was required reading in the US Senate, the US House of Representatives, the White House and the US Supreme Court. We already know what would happen. It would be rejected by a majority of people who are “hardened and obstinate” because they are “unwilling to listen to [God]”. (Verse 7) 

(READ EZEKIEL 3:12-17)

III. THE REACTION OF THE MESSENGER!

Several words standout in this last scripture passage when describing the reaction Ezekiel had following this calling of God. The words are: “I went in bitterness and in the anger of my spirit... And there, where they were living, I sat among them (the exiles) for seven days—overwhelmed.” (Verses 14-15) Not only was God sending him to an unresponsive crowd, but God also tells Ezekiel He is going to change him. This man of God is going to undergo a change of personality and internal feelings. He is going to be given a hardness of attitude even more unreceptive than his fellow countrymen. When “butting heads” with the Israelites, his forehead will be “like the hardest stone, harder than flint.” (Verse 9) With this, Ezekiel is overwhelmed. Surely it appears this “lone voice crying in the wilderness” has a daunting task ahead of him. In fact, it is an impossible task except for the key to victory which he can receive from God. We will look at that next week. 

Do truly committed Christians, in America today, have the same sense of being overwhelmed like this prophet? Do you hold the response that Ezekiel verbalizes in these verses? Do you see the American culture you live in as obstinate against the God of the Bible as Ezekiel’s audience? I do! Have you given up on any hope of reaching your neighbors and friends? What can you do with friends who are Christians simply going through the motions? Next week’s sermon will give us the key to maintaining a correct perspective. It is one that changed Ezekiel’s heart throughout the scope of this book. Our commission is the same. We have been given the same task of evangelism as Ezekiel. God does not hold us accountable for who responds. We are accountable for spreading the truth of the Bible wherever and whenever we can. God is abundantly clear concerning what He expects of us in this task. It is time for God’s people to rise up and be counted! It is time for us to get to work! It is time for us to re-orient our lives to serve God FIRST! It is time for us to be the Salt of the Earth and the Light of the World. Will you and I be the “Watchmen for the house” of America; so we will “hear the word [God speaks] and give them warning from [God]”? (Ezekiel 3:17) It is now or never! It is time to not only “TALK THE TALK” but to also “WALK THE WALK”! 
There is an old hymn that says it well:


“Rise up, O men of God!


Have done with lesser things;


Give heart and soul and mind and strength


To serve the King of kings.


Rise up, O men of God!


His kingdom tarries long;


Bring in the day of brotherhood


And end the night of wrong.


Rise up, O men of God!


The Church for you doth wait;


Her strength unequal to her task:


Rise up and make her great.


Rise up, O men of God!


Tread where His feet hath trod;


As brothers of the Son of man,


Rise up, O men of God!”        
� Frank Gaebelein, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 6, page 761.
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