“THE MAJESTY OF GOD”
Ezekiel 1:4-28

On March 29th of last year we showed a DVD entitled “The Epic”. In that presentation John Eldridge shared the story of life as God has revealed it to all mankind. The possibility of people having knowledge of what is truth and what is fiction, centers on what God has chosen to show His creatures. Bible scholars tell us that God has given everyone a “general revelation” which is capable of being seen by everyone. This revelation includes realities like the ordered structure of the universe, the complexity of the human body, the common unity of natural laws such as the density of things or the pull of gravity. These realities give evidence, for all to see, of the thought necessary for the formation of such phenomena. None of these factors just evolved into reality. God has, as part of this revelation, etched truth on the inner awareness of all mankind. Our stories, our artwork, our conversations, all dimensions of life contain basic common factors understood by everyone. All of us are born with the following elements written on our minds:
· There is a supernatural being known as God.

· “Once upon a time” this God created all things.

· God experienced a rebellion by one of His creatures.

· This “villain” is committed to the destruction of God’s work.

· God raised up a “hero” to save His creation.

· There will come a time when those saved will live “happily ever after”.

With the above factors which are part of peoples’ thinking about life, I want to focus our attention on the first factor: There is a supernatural being known as God. William J. Murray, son of deceased atheist Madelyn Murray O’Hare, is a committed Christian speaker and author. Murray tells his audiences that the atheistic denial of God shows they have the same understanding that God exists, as everyone else. They just choose to reject the idea. 
Down through the years the perception of God is to see Him as One Who is above and beyond humans. Thus, in any form of earthly communication, God is pictured in ways which are extremely different from us. Biblical prophecy encompasses the same trait. It’s time for us to see that now. Join with me as we project Ezekiel’s opening description of the “glory of the Lord”.

(READ EZEKIEL 1:4-28)
I. A NECESSARY LOOK AT PROPHETIC IMAGES!
Having grown up in a Bible-believing church, I have been intrigued by the many observations, teachings and outlandish interpretations of prophetic language. For some reason pictorial speculation opens up a vast array of distorted teachings. We see this false teaching in our present age whenever modern literature attempts to picture any almighty being. Christians are confused on how to read prophecy. They believe in accepting the Bible literally. You need to understand that to take the Bible literally includes recognizing and interpreting scripture on the basis of language: including figures of speech, parables, allegories and idioms, etc. Such literary devices are to be accepted as  figures of speech. To read in the Psalms “the rivers clap their hands and the mountains sing together” (Psalm 98:8) is to see an analogy. Rivers do not have hands nor do mountains have voices with which to sing. We have the English word, Genre. The dictionary defines it as “A CATEGORY OF LITERATURE OR ARTISTIC WORK CHARACTERIZED BY A PARTICULARSTYLE”. In our culture today, stories have taken a turn toward spiritual things. From “Lord of the Rings”, “The Shack”, the Series on Harry Potter” and currently “Avatar”, to name a few, we are bombarded with an array of pictures or images portraying spiritual forces by various means. Each of these stories is first of all simply a story. Secondly, each includes figures of speech to present spiritual reality. Bible-believing Christians spend too much time trying to figure out what each picture stands for instead of seeing the tale as a whole. The imagery or pictures being used to portray any “supernatural being” is way above and beyond the scope of what we, humans would ever encounter in this earthly environment. Pastors denounce films, art work and book series as being Satanic if they use word pictures that differ from traditional Christian thinking. Unfortunately they fail to realize it is only a matter of understanding the genre. 

Notice with me the words used in Ezekiel 1:28, “This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord”. There you have it! If you were going to try and describe the “glory of the Lord”, what words would you use? What picture would you conjure up? It tells us, in verse 3 of this chapter, “There the hand of the Lord was upon him”. Ezekiel was given a vision of the Lord’s glory. This is his unearthly description of what it looked like to him. It included four living creatures. Forget trying to determine what the face of a man, mixed together with the face of a lion, the face of an ox, and the face of an eagle represents. Even thinking with such speculation is a waste of time. Will you in this lifetime on the planet Earth ever see a being with four faces in one? This is picturesque language. Take the fire moving back and forth among the creatures, which each had four wings. That, too, is a part of the prophetic genre. Then there are the wheels, sparkling like chrysolite. “Their rims were high and awesome, and all four rims were full of eyes all around”. (Verse 18) It is enough to make a grown person dizzy if our goal in reading prophecy is to figure out what each element symbolizes or stands for. 
This is even before we see the “figure like that of a man” described. Does God actually appear in such a weird way? Is that what we will see in heaven when we reach glory? Welcome to a spectacular picture of the “likeness of the glory of the Lord”! Take it for that and nothing more.

This issue is precisely why so many Christians avoid reading the books of prophecy. They get mystified and confused by what to make of it all. The confusion is because we try to make the task more complicated than it is intended. Then we listen to preachers who devote most of their messages to explaining what every single “eye seen in the wheels” represents. (Good grief, Charlie Brown!) When will we “correctly handle the Word of Truth”? (2 Timothy 2:15) Here’s the best plan for you to use when trying to figure out prophetic scripture: If the Bible offers an explanation of a specific item in such an out-of-this-world picture, go with it and nothing more! If the Bible is silent about the imagery accept it as a different genre from what we normally use in everyday language. Only look for the one reality being presented.  

II. THE MAJESTY OF GOD IS THE INTENT OF THE EZEKIEL 1!
We have already touched on what we see in this chapter. I have attempted to find a close approximation of what is pictured in our verses. You can see it on the screen. We have pointed out the Bible’s own statement of what we are looking at. Before us we see a picture representing “An appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord”. (Verse 28) What was Ezekiel’s response to this special revelation given to him by God? We find it in the very same verse: “When I saw it, I fell facedown”. Perhaps such a vision would not have the same effect on you. God takes into account those His message is given to, when He gives any graphic picture. 

In an attempt to grasp majesty, the imagery is always above and beyond human experience. Thus it grabs the recipient’s attention. Think about Moses seeing the glory of the Lord on Mt. Sinai. Consider the shepherds when the Christmas angels filled the sky and announced Christ’s birth. Remember the disciples on the Mountain of transfiguration. In each instance out-of-this-world sights bombard the witnesses of the event. Down through human history, beasts, raging weather and spectacular figures of people have been but a few of the things used when God’s glory is presented to humans. 

Let me ask you a question. What comes to your mind when you read in the Bible “the glory of the Lord shone around them”? (Luke 2:9) I mean, do we see God’s glory visible in our lives daily? Would you recognize God’s glory if you saw it? What would it look like to you? As far as I know, none of us in this room have had God encounter us as He did Saul of Tarsus, Jacob, Moses, or Ezekiel. For us, it is difficult to comprehend majesty. The citizens of Britain have an advantage over us with their sovereign, the Queen of England. Yet, she is also a human. The position she holds brings with it glory and majesty, not her human appearance. When the Bible brings God’s glory into a person’s life, in visible form, any description we would read would look as if the author lost his mind. Here, Ezekiel is given a whole collage of pictures bringing him to fall facedown before what he sees. For example, here are a few of them:

· an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light
· the center of the fire looked like glowing metal
· when the creatures moved, I heard the sound of their wings like the roar of rushing of waters, like the voice of the Almighty, like the tumult of an army”
We are left with the conclusion that the glory of the Great God of the Universe is above and beyond anything we have experienced in this lifetime of ours. Just like the genre of literature today, which graphically uses beasts, dragons, blinding light, loud sound, etc., things of the spiritual realm are totally beyond us. Many Americans love to be entertained with such, as long as it is just fiction or pretend. Folks!!! The majesty, the glory, the overwhelming scintillating purity and holiness of God is not fiction. We are told that one day believers will be in heaven. There will be such radiance of His glory that no light will be needed anywhere.

Human beings trivialize the majesty of God. Mankind has not a clue of how fearful it is to be in the presence of the Living God. It is so above and beyond anything we can comprehend that we shrug off the notion that when people come into the presence of God they will fall flat on their face in a feeling of submission. This response clarifies the whole issue immediately of who is in control, who holds the universe in existence by His will: need I go on? The Israelites who heard the prophets had lost any idea of the glory and wonder of God. Once upon a time people had a little bit of this idea in mind when they entered a cathedral or sanctuary in complete silence. Rather than acting as if it was an imposition upon them when it was time to start a worship service, worshippers used to conduct themselves as if they were in the presence of the glory of God. Just like those Israelites, we too must recognize the glory of God, and not just on Sundays. The Bible tells us God is omnipresent. We don’t just experience His majesty in a church building. It should be present in our lives every moment of every day!
The lackadaisical attitude of the Israelites led to their complete independence from God. The same could be said about God’s people today. Frankly folks, when Christians get to glory there will be no strutting around and no personal preoccupation with who we are or what we’ve done. We will be surrounded by the glory of God. We smug Americans with all our self-reliance are in for a rude awakening! When we come face to face with God’s glory it will be completely different from how we presently view God and His glory! Don’t ask me to help you with that, on that day. I’ll undoubtedly be facedown on the ground before the most awesome, incredible, holy, perfect being I will ever meet!
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