THE LORD’S PRAYER SEEN IN LIGHT OF THE DEFINITION OF PRAYER BEING “EXPERIENCING THE PRESENCE OF GOD!”
Matthew 6:5-15


Luke 11:1-4

If you are visiting with us today, or have missed the last few Sunday sermons, we are in a sermon series on the topic of prayer. Apart from the normal way of thinking about prayer, my own pastor’s study on “spiritual disciplines” has caused me to learn things which are different from the normal way most American Christians have thought and gone about prayer. We have previously discovered that prayer is misunderstood, if we define it as “talking with God”. We will learn, today, that our Lord never thought of prayer in such a way. Summarizing what we have become aware of in this series, prayer is “EXPERIENCING THE PRESENCE OF GOD”. Prayer is an ongoing “way of living” for God’s children.
Evangelical Bible scholars (who believe the Bible to be God’s infallible Word) are in agreement when it comes to not only redefining prayer but in regard to other facets of this subject of prayer as well. Down through the centuries of church history, several practices of churches have shown a clear misunderstanding of the Bible’s view on prayer. So, it is time for us to go back to the Bible. Once we uncover how prayer was originally presented in Scripture, we must change our thinking on prayer. This morning I want us to look at the two Bible passages which record Jesus’ own teaching on prayer. We call His prayer, “The Lord’s Prayer”. Some call it “the model prayer”. Both titles are misleading. Follow with me as we read Matthew 6:5-15 and Luke 11:1-4.
READ MATTHEW 6:5-15 & LUKE 11:1-4

The first correction we must make is how we approach the Lord’s teaching. Notice with me that in Matthew 6:9, Jesus tells His disciples, “This, then, is HOW you should pray.” In the shorter version found, in Luke 11, the Lord says, “When you pray, say…” In unison, evangelical scholars tell us that Jesus was known to be committed to teaching on prayer throughout His earthly ministry. They go on to tell us that these two sections of Scripture are two separate historical occasions. The time in Matthew 6 is part of what we know as the Sermon on the Mount. The passage in Luke 11 was in response to the Lord’s disciples asking Him to “Teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples”. (Verse 1) This time Jesus was finished praying and the twelve came with a request. The scholars agree that in both instances Jesus is NOT telling God’s children “WHAT” to pray but “HOW” to pray. Matthew 6:9 says this specifically. Doesn’t this fit more with our new definition of prayer as “experiencing the presence of God”? I believe that is exactly what Jesus is teaching. But, let’s also take context into account as we see how scholars arrive at this conclusion. In Matthew 6:5-8 the Lord tells His disciples that prayer is not about words that are being said. It is not about any focus on who is praying. Rather it is a way of life that occurs every moment of every day personally between God and each Christian. He knows that His people pray as a part of corporate worship, but prayer goes way beyond that. It is a pattern of living life. As we delve into the specific parts of this famous teaching of our Lord’s, I think you will see what I mean.

The two separate accounts start out like this: “Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10) and “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.” (Luke 11:2) We need to remind ourselves that it was Jesus, himself, who brought the idea of intimacy into his instruction concerning the relationship between God, the Father and his children. Jesus used the word “Abba” (Daddy, if you please) when he addressed God the Father, at the Garden of Gethsemane crisis. (Mark 14:36) What an intimate moment between God the father and God the Son.  It is with the sense of belonging which occurs when a child is separated from one’s dad and must cry out to return into his presence. The Apostle Paul also used this personal plea “Abba” in Romans 8:15 when he speaks of being adopted by God. Paul does it again in Galatians 4:6-7 as he writes, Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who cries out, ‘Abba Father.’ So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.”

Secondly, when we pray, this is HOW we are to pray. We come to God as our daddy along with recognizing his holiness (“hallowed be your name”). Accompanying that is our acknowledgement that he is the one in control with total authority in our lives. In other words: WE NEED HIM, as the controller of our lives. In simple terms, when we go through a single day (and every day) of our lives we continuously walk in the presence of our incredible Daddy wherever we go, in whatever we do and in whatever we say. Jesus lived his earthly life in such a manner and it is the pattern for our lives, as well. Thus, this prayer teaching of our Lord has to do with our inner attitude rather than the words we say. We are to “pray continually”. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) Another way to see this as pivotal in our Lord’s teaching (concerning how to live life) is when he gives the Beatitudes at the start of his Sermon on the Mount. The Beatitudes begin with our approach to God by “poor in spirit”. It is only by approaching God in such a way that we experience “the kingdom of heaven”. (Matthew 5:3) In summary, Jesus tells his followers “This is HOW you are to pray”. We walk through each circumstance of life humbly escorting our powerful Daddy as he takes the lead in our life.

But we have another thing to notice concerning this intimacy with God. Jesus tells us that when we pray, “Do not be like the hypocrites for they love to pray…to be seen by men.” (Matthew 6:5) Instead, when we make prayer “a way of living” we experience this presence of God in all the closeness that we would have if we entered our private room mentally. “go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father who is unseen.” (Matthew 6:6) I wonder how that would affect our stresses, our concerns and our crises throughout each day. When something happens which we didn’t foresee, do we mentally approach God with it FIRST, as if we invited him into our private room and closed the door with him alone? 

That is what intimacy looks like! In the midst of a room full of people we can and must be in close proximity with God. In the deepest ordeal which jumps into our lives, OR in the smallest little detail of each day’s happening, is God right by our side as if it was you and God (or me and God) alone together? That’s HOW we are to pray.
But notice that Jesus teaches us to be different from the hypocrites in a second way. “Do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard for their many words.” Do not be like them for your Father (Daddy) knows what you need before you ask” (Matthew 6:7-8).  What does this teach us about the lack of trust that we have concerning God hearing our prayers? Why do we think we continuously must repeat the same prayer pleading with God to hear us? If it has to do with confessing sin we are told “If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from unrighteousness”. (1 John 1:9) The Lord is telling us prayer is not about words: it’s not just talking with God! It’s how we bring God into every single aspect of our lives. 
We are not done with the misconceptions concerning prayer which we were given the moment we walked into a church. Let’s continue this subject of sin. Matthew 6:12 tells us “Forgive us our debts, as we HAVE (already accomplished) forgiven our debtors.” Luke 11:4 tells us “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us”. Another thing stands out which I want you to see. It is extremely important! We MUST see prayer as a way of living because when we sin we must immediately bring such to our Daddy for forgiveness. Here comes the tricky part. The reason we come to him with such a request is because our way of life is to have already forgiven others of their offenses to us. To hold a grudge, to harbor resentment, to focus on a person’s bad behavior is not to be a part of our lives. We are to make sure other people’s actions are released at once. And don’t give me the response “Oh well, I’m just human, I can’t do that!” It is so important Jesus amplifies it in Matthew 6:14-15. Do you notice who is to act first? Are you and I to be forgiving because God has forgiven us; or is God going to forgive us because we have already forgiven anything hurtful done to us? Which comes first? How convenient it is that usually we don’t see that in the Lord’s Prayer, do we? Yet it has always been there! I do believe it is very important to our God for us to be unconditional forgivers in order to live lives of prayer!

Let’s make one more observation concerning this teaching on prayer. When we turn to Matthew 6:13 we read, “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one”. Rather than lifting our attention to the evil that we might experience, Jesus really wants us to recognize that it is a life of prayer that gives us release from the wiles of the Devil. Every moment of every day the “evil one” is pursuing us. Only by continuous prayer (living in the presence of God) do we find refuge from the Devil’s attacks. To be sure he sends much evil our way but Jesus identifies the real culprit in any downfall of a believer: Lucifer, the Angel of Light.  
I do believe we have learned new information concerning the Lord’s Prayer. What an incredible new understanding we have when we define prayer more accurately tied to its scriptural meaning. Now all we have to do is go out and live a life of prayer every moment of every day. If you didn’t pick up a copy of the sermon notes today, I encourage you to do so before you leave. I realize I’ve given you a lot of information today. Take the notes home, go over the passages I’ve given you. Then work at putting what you’ve learned into practice and may you have a great experience of living prayer this week! 
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