“JAMES, THE GREATER: A MAN OF LEADERSHIP”
Mark 5:35-39

Mark 9:33-40

Acts 12:1-4

In American culture there are certain individuals who appear to be destined for leadership. Sometimes they come by this naturally. On some occasions they are instead, born into such an orientation of responsibility because of their family background. Pastor Brian Blank, of Little Country Church, is one such individual. His dad was the Pastor during an incredible period of growth for this influential church in Shasta County. As Brian was growing up it became very apparent that he had the personality, the giftedness and the interest in becoming a leader. His father and the church leaders recognized this potential “calling of the Lord” on Brian’s life, largely based on observing his qualifications.  For the last several years he has been the Lead Pastor of this vibrant congregation. My brother in ministry, Brian, clearly has not only the natural inclination for ministry but a leadership position fits with the family in which he was raised.

With such an introduction we come to a message on another one of the Lord’s Disciples: James, the son of Zebedee and the brother of John, the beloved Disciple. A goodly number of Bible scholars are fairly unified in thinking that there is a purpose in James and John being identified by their father’s name. For these scholars it seems that most likely Zebedee was the owner of a fishing business which employed James, John, Andrew and Simon Peter. We read in The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, “James and John were apparently from a higher social level than the average fisherman. Their father could afford hired servants and John even had connections with the High Priest of Israel.”
As we’ve noticed before, three of these men (Peter, James and John) made up the inner circle of leadership. We’ve already studied the witness of James, “the Less” in our sermon series. Now we dive into a view of James, “the Greater”. The Lord gave both he and his brother John the nicknames, “The Sons of Thunder”. They were born leaders who had a competitive spirit about them. They even recruited their mom to bring a request of Jesus that they sit on either side of him when he established his kingdom. How’s that for striving for leadership? You find that incident mentioned in Mark 10:35-45. 
I. JAMES WAS PLACED IN LEADERSHIP BY THE LORD!
(Mark 5:35-39)

Many people who read the New Testament believe that Jesus played favorites. Any logical interpretation of the sermon series we have embarked upon has shown us that favoritism was never a part of the Lord’s thinking or ministry. It was a matter of Jesus choosing who would be the “leaders” of this small group of men. Each was just as important and loved as the others. Yet, some needed additional training for the task of future leadership. Look at verse 37! “”He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James”. Other times of note are as follows: Peter, James and John were specifically taken by the Lord to the mountain of transfiguration to view the Lord in His glory. These three alone were witness to the Lord’s healing of Peter’s mother-in-law. They were the disciples with the Lord at the raising of the daughter of Jairus. AND these three were called by Jesus to watch and pray in the garden of Gethsemane on the night of his arrest. They were the “leadership team” of the Disciples. James is recognized, by his Lord, for his leadership potential. Though he was a volatile man, when first drawn by the Lord, Jesus placed this man in a leadership role.

As an aside, you will notice that James is almost exclusively mentioned before his brother John. In the New Testament Greek, it is common to find the eldest of siblings listed first, awarding them the position of being a leader. Likewise, those mentioned first in a list of people are generally recognized as the leader of the group. We see an example of this in the Book of Acts when the first missionary team started out being known as “Barnabas and Paul” (in the first half of chapter 13) and it changed to “Paul and Barnabas” (in the second half of chapter 13)! In this instance Barnabas began as the leader but Paul quickly assumed the position.  Back to our situation, James was the firstborn in his family.  As such, he had no problem accepting a position of leadership.
Leadership is a good quality for people to have in their life. But it is a means to accomplishing a purpose. It is not an end unto itself. Not everyone is born to lead. Unfortunately, our current culture almost deifies leaders by placing them on a pedestal. People who gravitate toward leadership can often be unrealistic in their expectations of themselves. The public, also, can bring unrealistic expectations of leaders. If being the leader (or being in charge) is the goal of a person, unrealistic expectations (self-inflicted or those assigned by others) will heap immeasurable pressure and stress upon the individual. This brings us to the second observation we must make concerning this James, son of Zebedee.
II. JAMES WAS TAUGHT, BY THE LORD, TO CHANGE HIS VIEW AND PRACTICE  OF LEADERSHIP!

(Mark 9:33-40)
I hope you immediately picked up the context of another occasion of training which Jesus gave to his disciples. GET THIS!!!!! All the Disciples are being trained by the Lord to become Apostles. As me meet them in these verses, all of them, including Peter, James and John were “arguing” (verse 33) So, Jesus asked, “What were you arguing about on the road?” Sheer embarrassment settles down on the group. This argument wasn’t exclusively a problem for James. However keep in mind that he and his brother (in the very next chapter) are going to request Jesus to give them the most important leadership positions when he sets up his kingdom. We can accurately say the “Sons of Thunder” had leadership as part of their goal in following the Lord. In James’ situation this is the area where the Lord determined he needed to change. Just as each of the disciples had to change in at least one personal trait, James had to quit making a leadership role his priority. The fact that he had not applied Jesus’ teaching to his life, in the next chapter of Mark, tells us that the Lord had more work to do with this “natural leader”. 
Jesus outlines the very expectation he had for his disciples. Look at our highlighted portion. He tells them, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last and the servant of all”! (Verse 35) All through his teaching of the disciples the Lord instructs his disciples to be humble servants, to be facilitators, to assume the position of least importance. This would have been totally foreign for James to consider. If indeed his dad owned the fishing company and his family had important status AND if he was used to “flying off the handle” when things weren’t done his way, he would have to alter his way of life considerably. Amazingly, it is at this time that Jesus brings forth a little child and has the lad stand in front of them as an object lesson. Then Jesus holds this little one and says to these grown men, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” (Verse 37)
And then almost as if the message of the Lord is not making any sense to any of them, the other “Son of Thunder”, John tells the Lord, “Teacher, we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” Oh my goodness: this must have made the Jesus’ day, right? These disciples are more like us than we thought aren’t they? I have watched Christians draw lines between themselves and other believers over the version of the Bible they use, the way they worship, their view of the rapture of the church, the size of their church in comparison with others, etc., etc., etc. When will we ever learn! When will we ever learn! Well, the disciples needed to change under the Lord’s instructions. And that included a man of leadership; James. Leadership people, in particular, have to continuously deal with the issue of pride. It is of our old nature to have to be in the position of control! It is of our fallen nature for us to have things done the way we want them! And, it is of our sinful nature to refuse to serve him through gestures and actions of humility! James had to learn this lesson and change! We need to learn this lesson and change! So do you want to know what became of this man who had to be first?
III. JAMES WAS CALLED BY THE LORD TO BE THE FIRST OF THE DISCIPLES TO BE MARTYRED!

(Acts12:1-4)

The account we have just read tells us all we need to know. James, “the once-upon-a-time” Son of Thunder is arrested along with several Christians. Herod Agrippa I, the grandson of Herod the Great (who tried to murder the infant Jesus in Matthew 2) and nephew of Herod Antipas (who murdered John the Baptizer in Mark 6) recognized the leadership of James. Knowing this man was looked up to by the flock of believers in the early church, he put him to death. He was the first of the 12 disciples to give up his life. James even gave his life before Peter who was arrested once Herod saw that the martyrdom of James pleases the Jewish Sanhedrin. This dear follower of the Lord was first to join up for the call of Jesus. He was first to attempt to be in a position of leadership in terms of position. But once he learned his lesson, he became the first of the chosen ones to give the ultimate sacrifice for the risen Lord.  He was martyred before Paul even began his Gentile ministry. And James is another Apostle who allowed God to change him into becoming what the God of the Bible wanted him to be.

How about us? Have we settled the pride thing? Have we recognized that title, position or status has nothing of value to our Lord? Have we emptied ourselves of the need to have things done our way and our way alone? Have we shed the idea that we are the ones who are always right and everyone else is wrong? Have we relinquished the insatiable need to order others around, dictating their actions? James lived the life of the Beatitudes by beginning with being “Poor in spirit”, then “Mourning for what was selfish in life” and then becoming “Meek”, by emptying himself. What a wonderful legacy you have given us James. Thanks!  
� International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Volume 3, page 1560.
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