“THE DESIRE FOR INTIMACY WITH GOD”
(Psalm 73:23-28)

An amazing assessment was made thousands of years ago after God finished creation. While looking over the spectrum of all which He made (from the vastness of the planets, the stars and the solar system to the delicate complexity of snowflakes, butterflies and the intricacy of the parts of the human body) God made one negative observation. In Genesis 2:18 God reasoned “It is not good for the man to be alone” In response to this conclusion God fashioned “a helper suitable for man”. The Lord built into His design of people (who were made in His own image) the need for intimacy with other beings. According to the Bible, the Creator planned for humans to desire a relationship with Him. He didn’t NEED to have companionship with other beings because the Godhead is made up of three persons. Thus, the Lord established the need within His image-bearer to relate to like kind. Human life is programmed, by God, to not be solitary. This morning Psalm 73 completes a two-part sermon series highlighting what the Bible identifies as two of the innermost desires of people. Last week Psalm 40 informed us that we must orient our lives to “desire to do your will, O my God”. (Psalm 40:8) Today we look at a second human desire which God looks for among people. We find this desire delineated in Psalm 73:23-28. This time there is an element of this desire included in each verse.
In verse 25 we discover the psalmist giving us a question which is followed with a response. We read, “Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you.” This identifies the major theme of this classic Hebrew song. The meaning of this verse lets us know that nothing else in all creation meets the need of the human heart as God does. Specifically a personal relationship with God exceeds anything else a person can attain in this life. There is nothing more obvious or plain than to conclude that “earth has nothing [the author] desires beside [God]”. Do you realize what this is telling us? Regardless of what others determine as essential for a successful life, our author excludes all but a vibrant, alive, meaningful, personal and intimate relationship with God: PERIOD! If we read through this entire ancient song we will recognize that we were just given the summation of the Psalmist’s message about human life. There is nothing more worthwhile than the presence of God in life! Can you claim that today?
With that conclusion from the writer of this song come with me as we move back to the beginning verse of our passage. Verse 23 brings our thought process to encounter another statement. In this verse he sings to God: “I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand.” This conviction ties in with a promise which Jesus made generations later to His followers. Without elaborating on it, we find it in Matthew 28:20, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  The verse, we are pointing out now, comes from the human perspective. It is offered by the psalmist to God. It states that a personal relationship with God is important both to the Lord and (at the same time) to human beings. Only while growing in intimacy with God does life find completion and fulfillment. If you take such a relationship away, one does not have a hope of experiencing success in life! We see this emphasized with the phrase “you hold me by my right hand”. The word picture here is of God walking through life with His follower’s right hand firmly in the grasp of God’s. In ancient times the right hand was the prominent hand among people, as it is today. With this phrase the author is not portraying himself as wandering through life distanced from God. Instead, they walk hand-in-hand together. This implies intimacy. One of the outward expressions or activities, which spawn closeness with someone else, is walking with them, while holding hands. Thus, we already discover that there is nothing more desirable in life than having a relationship with God which goes beyond any surface or cursory familiarity. It is an intense “hand-in-hand”, growing, meaningful time of walking with God.

Verse 26 adds to the picture of such a relationship with a profound affirmation. It tells us; “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” There are times when life contains instances when the “flesh is weak” or “our hearts may fail”. Yet, even when fear replaces confidence in our physical strength or the stamina of our emotional being evaporates due to seasons of stress and trial, God is the constant, reliable “strength of my heart and my portion forever”. The presence of God in one’s life is the source of an individual’s strength. It is “the portion” which can be expected in a believer’s life. In ancient Israel the priests enjoyed a privileged status given them by God.  The Lord was their “share” and “inheritance” according to Numbers 18:20.  Priests were denied land ownership. Instead they were taken care of by the tithes and offerings brought into the Temple. The psalmist, here, states that he casts himself on the Lord for all his needs. It is his portion. Such a reality must become the same in our lives today!    

In verse 27 we find another facet of walking through life, God’s way! In this verse we read; “Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you.” Our author has seen how people live throughout his lifetime and he has made a startling discovery. He has seen folk travel throughout life with distance between themselves and God. At times, he has watched them living unfaithfully with regard to God. He has learned the outcome of such an ignorant way of life. Much to the chagrin of his peers, this songwriter has noticed (when all is said and done) these misled people experience destruction and emptiness as the final result of their lives. It is tragic to watch people headed toward ruin as they make their own self-sufficiency the way-of-living they select. The psalmist appears to have confusion as to why anyone would opt for such a destructive method of pursuing life. Those of us, who rightly understand the Bible’s appeal to live life according to God’s standards, find ourselves in the same incredulous frame of mind. How could people be so dense that they live life in such a misguided way? We must honestly realize that the great majority of humans operate in such a blind fashion. They have the truth available to them which is found in the Bible. But they (deliberately) choose to live every day of their lives focused on themselves. They resent any thought of bringing God into the daily reality of life. If they do have a thought of God being a factor in their lives, the great majority make it only a token gesture of a God-focused life, at best.
Verse 28 returns us to a positive presentation in these Hebrew lyrics. Here we read; “But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge; I will tell of all your deeds.” Again, (addressing God, Himself) this worship leader announces that nothing compares to being “near God”. He states to his Lord; “the Sovereign Lord is my refuge”. No wonder he has nothing to tell people other than the deeds of God. This is his personal testimony which he shares with his God. Is this what you can say concerning your way of life? Is this my testimony as well? How interesting that today so many believers profess and believe God is their Savior. Yet, they then proceed to live life by trying to maintain their control of people, circumstances and their personal agendas. As they experience frustration at life not working (because it is being lived differently than God ever intended earthly life to be) they quite often come to the place where they leave God out of the picture entirely. How the heart of God must grieve as He watches them live in so much ignorance while victorious living is available to them, but not experienced. The enemy has done a good job of misguiding God’s people. I guess Lucifer’s still at work as much today, as in the Garden of Eden.

We conclude our scriptural sermon with a verse located earlier in this passage. I left for last because of how it fits. In verse 24 we read: “You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory.” Here is the wrap-up of the perspective each of us must possess, concerning our earthly life. A Christian MUST say to God, “You guide me with your counsel”. We have already discovered such truth in our verses. It is “good to be near God”, to be aware He is “always with you”, to recognize “earth has nothing I desire besides you”, to profess “God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever”, to make “the sovereign Lord my refuge”. That is what is meant by Asaph saying; “you guide me with your counsel”. When we follow the counsel of God, the above characteristics are in play. When we live differently than that, we are NOT allowing God to “guide me with your counsel”. There is coming a day (according to verse 24) when “you will take me into glory”. On that occasion the Bible tells us that each one belonging to the family of God will stand in front of his or her Lord. Revelation 20: 12 tells us, “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened…the dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.” One such book is also mentioned. It is called “the Book of Life”. Whoever does not have their name in that book will be cast into the lake of fire. However, those included in the Book of Life will also be held accountable for that which is recorded concerning that which they have done in life. 
For the psalmist he knows he will be taken into glory by his God. And with the desire of his heart fulfilled by being intimate with his God, he knows he will pass Divine scrutiny. Can we claim the same outcome? Those of us who have our names listed in the Book of Life; how will we stand when it comes to God opening the other books? For a number it will be a moment of victory. For a larger group of believers, it will be uncomfortable. As we have observed this morning, there are two specific desires we must have in this life. How are we doing in this regard? Do we desire to do the will of God? On this earth, do we desire nothing but God? As our Lord so often said, “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” (Mark 4:23)
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