“HAVING A HEART TO KNOW GOD!”
(Jeremiah 24:1-10)

I have a sister named Jeanne. She is 5 years younger than me. When I was in 4th through 6th grade our mother had to go to work so we had food on the table. You see, Dad owned a fish market and it was at the time when frozen food could be bought in a grocery store. The technological invention of freezers brought about a huge change in the lives of American families. Even though it gave people an opportunity to buy refrigerators instead of iceboxes, it devastated my Dad’s business. No one desired to go to a “smelly” fish market when they could buy their fish frozen at the new supermarkets being built all over my home town. 

So Mom went to work. Jeanne and I were dropped off at my cousins’ house each day during the summer break from school. My Aunt Rosemary tended us each week day and it was (to say the least) an ordeal. Rosemary would feed us the leftovers from their family meal, of the night before, whether Jeanne or I liked it or not. Lunch was culminated with a cookie for dessert followed by an hour and half nap. Imagine a 5th or 6th grade boy enduring a nap each afternoon from 1 PM-2:30 PM! That was bad enough! But, the real issue was that at each lunch we were given the same kind of cookie: a Fig Newton. YUCK!!!!! I could never tolerate such a mushy cookie. Needless to say, even today, I do not eat figs. They are the most horrible fruit this Pastor was required to eat. To add insult to injury, Aunt Rosemary demanded that Sis and I sit at the table and not leave until we had eaten everything on our plates. That’s how it was back then. Even trying to hold out from such a “yucky” dessert did not relieve us of the nap requirement, though, for we would be sent to bed for an hour and a half following our surrender to eating the cookie which was “good for us”.

Notice with me that even though it’s not the season for figs that we have two bowls of figs on our Communion Table this morning. I want you to know that in the Holy land figs are always a delicacy. In fact the fig tree is often used by God as a symbol of the nation Israel. Hopefully, this morning, I have provided a bit of humor from my life leading into an object lesson of figs which God gave to His prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 24. Listen as I read this encounter between God and Jeremiah.

Read JEREMIAH 24:1-10
Since the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself and how He fashioned life to be lived by human beings, God sets out two baskets of figs for His prophet, Jeremiah. There is one basket of “good figs” and one basket of “poor figs”, unfit to eat. God likens each basket to a specific group of people. One group is composed of ordinary people who have been in exile in Babylon disciplined by God. During this time of trouble they have been changed by God, Himself. These Israelites were brought through such an ordeal so they would discover how to live life His way. His way actually meant growing very intimate and close to this gracious, merciful God. The second cluster of people is the one made up of Israel’s leaders. They were opposed to living according to God’s precepts and expectations. These leaders were orientated to live life on their own while remaining unconcerned about what God wanted their life to be. Having listened to my reading of God’s Word, you already know which group of people is in which basket of figs, don’t you?

I want us to look primarily at the basket of the “good figs”. We are on a sermonic journey of discovering what the Bible teaches its readers about the spiritual discipline of prayer. I have shared with you the concept of prayer being more than simply “talking to God”. There are clear observations (God points out to Jeremiah) of the “good figs”. These points have a direct bearing on our topic concerning a life of prayer. God describes Himself, in these verses, as one who rewards the people who receive His instruction and respond positively to His work in their lives. God states emphatically that “I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord. They will be my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.” (Verse 7) This is a very profound, meaningful dimension of prayer.

Way too often we get incorrect ideas from the words we use. Sometimes, when we use the word “know”, we understand it to mean obtaining facts or information about something or someone. And yet, on many occasions, when we refer to “knowing” a person, it is not factual data like their height or complexion. Instead this kind of knowledge speaks of intimacy. It affirms a relationship dealing with more than knowing a person’s “name, rank and serial number”. It speaks of knowing another as they truly are, even at the very core or center of their being.

This wider use of the word “know” is not understood by many folk today. You see, it is possible to know someone as an acquaintance. It is possible to know someone as a friend. It is also possible to know someone as a classmate, a neighbor, a co-laborer or any number of ways. Many of our contemporaries only “know” people in such a surface way. BUT: it is possible to go deeper in relating to someone, for instance, as a life-mate, as a soul-mate or even as the most endearing person in one’s life. In such a setting we get close to what God is speaking of in this Bible verse. God is telling His prophet, (in my own words) “I am going to bestow upon these folk the desire and capacity for them to become as ‘at home’ with me as it is possible for persons to be with others. I am going to be the initiator in drawing these folk into the very center of who I am as their Lord; their destiny; their most prized partner in life. I want them to know me as I truly am.” Welcome to living a life of prayer! Welcome to traveling through life in the presence of the most Regal, Authoritative, Dynamic, Awesome, Eternal, Loving, Gracious, Forgiving individual who has ever lived. Our God holds the entire existence of the universe by the control of His will as you and I walk alongside Him. He made each of us just exactly the way we are and for some He has placed within, a heart to know Him intimately! 
If you had the wisest, most powerful, most intelligent, most caring, as well as the most charismatic individual available to be your companion (at all times, in life) I ask you; how would you act, talk, feel or understand such a person? If God has called you to Himself (as the Bible tells us He does to His own) then you DO have such a companion. Most people do not know what intimacy with another person looks like. They have never had that kind of relationship with anyone. They wander through life aimlessly looking for someone to belong to: yet, usually, they never find such a reality. This should not be the case of a Christian. How tragic when those who are given a heart by God, to know Him as their Lord, relegate Him to an idea or a myth which never becomes real in their life.
There is another side to this object lesson which God delineates in His word. A great bulk of the human race is not given a heart with which to know God. This group of people lives a life of barren, rotten, dysfunctional, crumbling relationships constantly. They are more preoccupied with doing life within the context of their own desires and interests than bringing God’s view into the mix. Do you see how harshly God describes their lot in life? Life is as sick and putrid as these “poor figs” look. 
Speaking of the “poor figs”, God relates His message of “Zedekiah king of Judah, his officials and the survivors of Jerusalem, whether they live in this land (Israel) or live in Egypt, I WILL MAKE THEM abhorrent and an offense to all the kingdoms of the earth, a reproach and a byword, an object of ridicule and cursing, wherever I banish them. I will send the sword, famine and plague against them until they are destroyed from the land I gave to them and their fathers.” (Verses 8-10)

Do you realize what life will be like for any of us who have no desire to get to know God intimately; so he is the central feature of our lives? Think of the professing believers you know, who claim to belong to the Lord (as Zedekiah and his officials did). Think of how they live for themselves. Ponder how they choose to live their lives independent of God. Rather than obeying God’s Word and learning what pleases God, they are doing their own thing! We have just read of the result of such flagrant hostility to God’s intention for their lives. It is enough to make a grown person weep! Do they not see how such disobedience and outward independence from God will lead them to utter ruin? 

How about you? Is there anything in your life (which you know displeases God) that you hold on to for dear life? Will you insist upon being your own person even at the cost of a life of victory? Why would you choose to spite yourself by refusing to actively pursue knowing God deeply? Please tell me! I don’t get it!!! Actually I do get it! God tells Jeremiah that He knows whose heart really aches to know Him in a greater way, for He gives such a God-loving heart to those He knows really want it. I hope you want it: really I do! Without such an ache in your heart to spend your whole life (moment by moment) with God you are as unattractive as a basket of uneatable figs. God grant that each of us here today, desire to “Love the Lord, our God with all our heart, all our soul, and with all our strength!” (Deuteronomy 6:5) If your heart aches to know God in such a way you will live a life of constant prayer. If your life is aimed in such a direction, you know what prayer is all about. Which basket do you belong in? May indeed our great God lead us in the “Way Everlasting”!
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