“SUMMING IT ALL UP”
The Book of Ephesians

Can you believe it? Major League Baseball now has “instant-replay”. Long a reality of the National Football League, it is now available for umpires to use to determine if a baseball is a home run or just a foul ball. Now, whether in football, baseball, or hockey, play can be stopped so the officials can review film to verify if the right call was made on the field. Frustration was experienced by viewers in the recently concluded Olympics because “instant-replay” was not used and several rulings were called into question. 
We have now come to the final message on the biblical book of Ephesians. In this book we have uncovered God’s plan for the Church. And, though I encourage you to regularly review this portion of the Bible on your own; we now take time to replay the 6 chapters before we tuck it away. I don’t know about you, but it is like waving goodbye to a friend we have gotten to know. Let’s review this plan of God shown to us so we know how to relate to a local expression of the world-wide church: First Baptist Church of Cottonwood. To complete this review we will quote directly from this book quite often today!
CHAPTER ONE
We discovered from the very beginning that Paul was inspired by God to share the details of a mystery that had previously been hidden from the human race. The mystery is that God is actively at work in bringing about a new order to things. The book of Ephesians proclaims that “THE CHURCH” is a new creation strategically replacing His old instrument, the nation Israel. In chapter one, God is portrayed as choosing Gentiles, along with Jews, “who were the first to hope in Christ” (verses 11- 12), to be a new people of His. The chapter goes on to say that the Gentiles are “included in Christ… marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance...” (Verses 13-14) This is God’s mystery revealed “for the praise of His glory” (Verses 12=Jews, Verse 14=Gentiles). Paul states that this action on God’s part was a mystery but is now a “plan of Him, who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will”. (Verse 11) 
Paul informs his readers that God has given him a special vision of this mystery which is now to be revealed, purposed in Christ’s coming to bring salvation, so that everything is “under one head, even Christ” (Verses 9-10)

Later on Paul will refer to this reality by stating that “Christ is the head of the church” (5:23) Christians are a demonstration, and evidence that God has created something new in forming the church. We show that God is alive and active in human history. Christians fit into this Godly plan so that the whole purpose of our lives is to be transformed by God, the Holy Spirit. We are a living miracle as God changes us into being like Jesus. We have a job to do. The climax of our week is to be out among people who need to know about God’s new mystery: the Church.

CHAPTER TWO
The second chapter of this marvelous book describes what Christians once were and what God is making them become. We are portrayed as being “dead in your transgressions and sins in which you used to live when you  followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air” We were at that time “gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts... we were by nature objects of [God’s] wrath.” (Verses 1-3) In verse 5 we were “dead in transgressions”. It is not a pretty picture. But, the second chapter instructs us that “for it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship…”(Verses 8-10)  

The chapter concludes by teaching Christians that God took Gentiles , “you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenant of the promise...” (Verses 12) But now “[Christ Jesus] is our peace, [He] has made the two [circumcision= Jews, uncircumcision=Gentiles] one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility... His purpose was to create in Himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace.” (Verses 14-15) Now get this: under this new mystery, Jesus preached peace to Gentiles (those far away) and to Jews (those who were near). “For through Him we BOTH have access to the Father by one Spirit.” (Verses 18)

The end result is that God has brought together Gentiles and Jews so that “[Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with [Jews].” As such, Jews and Gentiles are “[together] built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone. In Him [we] are being built together to become a dwelling place in which God lives by His Spirit.” (Verses 19-22) God is showing a miracle to a watching world. Only He can bring about such a new thing! It began on the Day of Pentecost, following the death and resurrection of Jesus many years ago.

CHAPTER THREE
In chapter three Paul returns to the “mystery” he is commanded to reveal. He states that it “was not made known to men in previous generations.” The mystery is by definition “that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.” (Verses 5-6) The main thrust of the chapter is to “make plain to everyone the... mystery... [once] kept hidden by God.” At the time of the writing of Ephesians, “[God’s] intent was that now, through the Church” His vast wisdom would be known! (Verses 9-10) Once again, the church: (Christians if you please) are on display. What the world sees of you and me has a direct bearing on other peoples’ view of God and His work in this world. How we relate to one another and how we “live and move and have our being” is of great importance to God. Paul then speaks of God’s incredible power “to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us... in Christ Jesus throughout all generations” of church history! (Verses 20-21) This is the most powerful message for our world today! 
These first 3 chapters contain the theological content of a new mystery Paul reveals to his readers. Now the last 3 chapters will spell out what such a new work of God looks like in action. Stay with me a bit longer while we explore it in our “instant-replay”.

CHAPTER FOUR
With this revolutionary change that God has brought out of His creativity comes a calling to His people! Completely different than how people (by nature) relate to one another, Christians are to live “Completely humble and gentle, [being] patient, bearing with one another in love. [Making] every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” (Verses 1-3) This is how the world of mankind sees how people should relate to reach other. The example is the church! (GULP) This ministry or calling belongs to every single Christian on the face of this planet Earth. All are called to ministry so that this new mystery (THE CHURCH) is “built up [and grows up to] reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, and [matures], attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Verses 12-13) Then an amazing thing happens. Christians have the capability to “no longer be infants, tossed [every which way] and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.” (Verse 14) Instead, as the church relates properly to one another, according to our calling, we will be “joined and held together by every supporting ligament”, to grow and build up the body of Christ, as we each do our part. (Verses 15-16) Oh my goodness, if only Christians established the Church in their lives as God portrays it here! If so, this building and every single church in America which is preaching the Word of God would be busting at the seams. 

With this new mystery God has created, (the Church) we should find a whole new attitude of mind. As Children of Light we are to “put off [the] old self... and put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Verse 22-24) Being God’s mystery come to life and being changed by the Holy Spirit, we have a whole new list of behavioral characteristics. This list would include having a different way of speaking, having a grip on anger, and being committed to ONLY building up one another according to what is needed. Instead, “All bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice” would be non-existent. At the same time we would, “Be kind, compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you” (Verse 31-32) 

CHAPTER FIVE
All Christians are to be “Imitators of God…and live a life of love…” (Verse 1)  We are to “Live as children of light... and find out what pleases the Lord” (Verses 8, 10) God’s place in our lives is to be #1! This specifically speaks to our relationships. 
· In terms of relating to God, we are to be “making the most of every opportunity…therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is…be filled with the Spirit.”  (Verses 16-18) 

· In terms of relating to marriage partners, we are to put the others first following the example of Christ and His bride: the Church. With a mutual submission husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved His bride, the Church. At the same time wives are to be subject to their husbands as the church is to her Lord. Again, we are told this relationship “is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.” (Verse 32)
CHAPTER SIX 
· In terms of relating to our parents, “Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother…” (Verses 1-2)
· In terms of relating to our children, “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, instead bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” (Verse 4)
· In terms of relating to our bosses, we are to obey, respect, be sincere of heart, and do our job wholeheartedly as if obeying & serving Christ. (Verses 7- 8)  
· In terms of relating to our employees, we are to treat them with the same honor and dignity they are to show us. Additionally, we are not to threaten them. (Verse 9)
The Church is to be prepared for spiritual battle and “put on the whole armor of God.”(Verse 11) The set of armor consists of (a belt) truthfully living with Jesus as Master, (a breastplate) living pure in holiness and purity, (shoes) being grounded in God’s peace regardless of circumstances. Added to that is (a shield) dependency on God for everything, on all occasions. (A helmet) is also worn, which is commitment to the entire process of salvation from justification to glorification. The armor concludes with (a sword) the proficiency in applying the Bible to life. Prayer is also to be applied to every single dimension of personal life. When the entire church is outfitted and trained in this armor (needed for the present spiritual conflict), God will bring about victory: in this life and in the next!
The book of Ephesians is a practical book for today. All Christians must fit their lives into this profile. There are no such things as “LONE RANGER CHRISTIANS”. Our purpose in life, our way of life, our resources in life, our energy in life: all is God’s. We are members of a team demonstrating who God is and what He desires of people in this world! How are we doing? Let’s not forget this book. God will hold us to it! We have been issued our marching orders! YOU CAN COUNT ON THAT!!!!! The Commander-in-Chief is expecting great and specific results. Stragglers, however, will be judged and found wanting. My prayer is that each of us is, ACTIVELY, a part of the team!
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