“CHILDREN AND PARENTS”
Ephesians 6:1-4
In 1974 a ballad was written and popularized in the American music field. Many of you will recognize it. It goes like this:
     



“My child arrived just the other day;

He came to the world in the usual way.

But there were planes to catch and bills to pay;

And he was talkin’ fore I knew it,

And as he grew he’d say,

“I’m gonna be like you, Dad,

You know I’m gonna be like you.”

REFRAIN:
      And the cat’s in the cradle and the silver spoon,

Little Boy Blue and the man in the moon.

“When you comin’ home, Dad?”
“I don’t know when,

But we’ll get together then;

You know we’ll have a good time then!”
My son turned ten just the other day;

He said, “Thanks for the ball, Dad, come on let’s play.

Can Ya’ teach me to throw?”

Not today. I got lots to do.”

He said, “That’s okay.”

And he, he walked away.

But his smile never dimmed it said,

“I’m gonna be like him, yeah,

You know; I’m gonna be like him.”

REFRAIN

Well, he came from college just the other day;

So much like a man I just had to say,

“Son, I’m proud of you, can you sit for awhile?”

He shook his head and he said with a smile,

“What I’d really like, Dad,

Is to borrow the car keys;

See you later, can I have them please?”

REFRAIN

I’ve long since retired, my son’s moved away,

I called him up just the other day.

I said, “I’d like to see you if you don’t mind.”

He said, “I’d love to Dad, if I can find the time.

You see my job’s a hassle and the kids have the flu.

But it’s sure been nice talkin’ with you, Dad,

It’s been sure nice talkin’ to you.”

And as I hung up the phone, it occurred to me,

He’d grown up just like me; my boy was just like me!

REFRAIN:
      And the cat’s in the cradle and the silver spoon,

Little Boy Blue and the man in the moon.

“When you comin’ home, Dad?”

“I don’t know when,

But we’ll get together then;

You know we’ll have a good time then!”
If you’ve been with us in this study of Ephesians, you have to come to the conclusion that the practicality of Christian faith is demonstrated by a Christian’s relationships. We have already discovered much talk about members to members. We learned that unity and forbearance is a key ingredient to “our calling”. (Ephesians 4:1-3) The Bible then presents the relationships of Christians and Christ, by discussing the relationship of husbands and wives. Now, the importance of relationships brings us to parents and children. According to the whole thrust of this book of the Bible, true, real faith is observed by how a son or daughter relates to Dad and Mom. Conversely, how Mom and Dad relate to their children also shows the reality of faith. There are two areas of attention we must make today.
1. COMMANDS TO CHILDREN BY GOD!

· Obey your parents:
This is much more comprehensive than just doing what’s asked by one’s parents. This consists in listening to the advice of parents AND conforming to it. Colossians 3:20 adds the phrase “in everything, FOR THIS PLEASES THE LORD!” This is more than bedtime for younger kids or time to be home if dating. It means “IN EVERYTHING”. This includes even what you watch on TV, or hang on your wall, of what standards need to be met in terms of your activities and behavior.

This is not the popular approach of American culture, for children today, but it is God’s will for minors. This is one of the reasons many don’t want to have anything to do with the Bible. Today’s whole approach to family life is to pick and choose what is included in these verses, but it is God’s Word and we can’t determine what works and what doesn’t. On top of it all, often Christian children are given the permission to run their families. This authority is given to the kids either by parents who outwardly tell their children, “It’s your choice, don’t bother me” or passively by allowing their children to beg and whine and simply get their way. KIDS: GOD IS TELLING YOU, IF YOU WANT TO PLEASE HIM, YOU WILL OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN EVERYTHING!

· Honor your parents:
Now, God deals with attitude, also. This is more than obedience. Children are taught to respect, to esteem, to honor their parents. If this attitude of respect is missing, the whole attempt of children to obey parents will go sour. Nothing is more horrible for people to see than a child who puts on a pout, then a scowl comes over their face, and next they deliberately show they are obeying but completely unhappy at what they have to do. In verse 2 children are told God’s expectation for honoring parents is “foremost”. That means that most important of all is a child’s attitude of recognizing they will not often “get their way”. And they are expected by God to live that role, willingly, and accept their place in the way their family works. 
Think back through the pages of Ephesians; all relationships highlight attitude. We are to forbear with members who are burdens to us. Wives are to reverence husbands, and husbands are to love wives! If you don’t have respect or esteem for Mom or Dad you will probably not obey. If you do, you’ll harbor anger, resentment, and be bitter. God says not only will you be miserable but IT IS SIN! The attitude of honor is the way love is expressed toward those God has placed over us. GOD HAS PLACED PARENTS OVER THEIR CHILDREN. If a child obeys with an attitude of respect and honor he/she shows his/her welfare is rooted in God, and that one will experience well being and have a lot of years in their life. Did you hear what I just said? This command of honoring parents is so important God adds a promise to actually doing it. 

Quickly, one more thing for children to hear and then we will talk to the parents. The sphere or atmosphere at home is to be “in the Lord”. It is done by recognizing that you kids, and your parents are under God’s authority and His control. The clearest way you can show you have a vital, alive, vibrant relationship with Jesus is by obeying and honoring your parents. If you’re out of sorts with the folks and your attitude about them stinks—you are out of sorts with God. The promise found here is the opposite. If you keep a good attitude with your parents and obey them with honor and respect, you’ll feel alive and unstressed. Let your attitude slip and disobey; be rebellious—your life will be filled with hassle, with problems, with sorrow, without friends—this verse says you won’t be able to enjoy life.

Now, I got Mom and Dad all settled back and comfy while the kids are ready to get out of here. Mom and Dad have filled their arsenal with Biblical ammo. It’s time to turn to the other side. Both sides: parents and children have things to do. God expects children to obey with honor, but parents have 2 commands as well.

2. COMMANDS TO PARENTS FROM GOD!
· Don’t exasperate your children:
The word father, used here, speaks to fathers who are the head of the home, but it’s really referring to both parents. Just as an aside, there is a definite need for Dads to realize they are essential to parenting. The role of parenting is not exclusively for Mom. I hope you Dads are actively, always involved in parenting along with your wives.

We are told that the idea children have concerning God has a direct link to a relationship with Dad. If a Dad is available children will think that God is available. If Dad is loving and interested in them, children will see God as loving and interested in them. If Dad is an understanding, children will believe God understands them. 

And here is where exasperation comes into play. The parent who mismanages his/her child makes it next to impossible for the child to do what this passage suggests. On another aside, here is the greatest tragedy in divorce. When one parent is missing the child will get exasperated at not being able to obey or respect the missing parent and will be robbed of the blessing of the obedience & honor commandment. By being removed for any length of time in the growing years of a child, the absent parent has to work hard to recover the relationship. When you add the potential of the other parent feeling hurt and anger so they often share such feelings with the children: it gets ugly quick. The odds of exasperating a child, (in such a situation), is heightened, due to the separation they are already experiencing.
The command to “not exasperate” in the Greek means, “Do not again and again provoke your child to anger or exasperate”. The key is: “Don’t allow it to be your style, your way of doing things”. This includes making decisions arbitrarily and offering no explanation to the child. It also includes being inconsistent with the child. It can show up as cruelty. Undo lack of attention and carelessness will both be seen as an indifference toward the child. If the child has to determine the home rules or even the home schedule chaos will be the result, accompanied with exasperation.
· “provide training (nurture) and instruction (admonition) for your chlld:
The instruction is a practical explanation of how the child is to fulfill the measures of law at home, including the rules, the limits, and the values of the family. Children need to have information placed in their minds whether through encouragement, reproof, or correction. It all has to be understood. Wow would that change the way things are done at the work place if adults had been given such instruction at home while growing up. The training brings along a discipline when the laws are violated. 

In order not to exasperate, parents need to establish rules (that have been well thought out and make sense). Then they have to back the rules up with positive reinforcement (encouragement) when possible, and negative reinforcement when necessary. When parents have rules and no enforcement, it is a disaster. When parents have no rules but enforcement, it is devastating. The phrase “of the Lord” becomes the point of reference here. God, Himself, has given us rules and He enforces them. He does both. Parents must do both as well. And both must be “of the Lord”.

SO WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?

Children: *Get your life under the Lord’s control.



    *Obey your parents in everything!



    *Honor your parents by thinking right and having the right attitude.



    *Start anew if you need to, but take God’s Word seriously and do it.

Parents:   *Get your life under the Lord’s control.

                *Determine what values you need in life at home.



   *Establish rules accordingly.


   *Encourage your children to get in line with them.


   *Discipline them directly if they don’t, and define the limits of the discipline.

THERE YOU HAVE IT: STRAIGHT FROM GOD’S WORD!
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