“THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT”
Ephesians 5:8-21

One of the most exciting baseball seasons I ever witnessed was back in 1968. Back in 1968 I was living in Denver. The AAA farm club, called the Denver Bears, was a minor league team of the Minnesota Twins. At the middle of the season, (at the All-Star break), the Bears were 16 and a half games behind the first place team. It was at that moment an announcement was given through a local newspaper, the Rocky Mountain News. The announcement was that a fiery, upstart former major leaguer named Billy Martin was the new skipper of the team. Years later he would even manage the New York Yankees. But this was his first managerial assignment and he held this news conference. All of Denver listened as this controversial new manager stated; “This team has all the potential and talent we need…they are designed for better things!” I believe hardly anyone in Denver dared to believe what he was saying, on that occasion. Yet, he told the truth concerning a team that was composed of Craig Nettles, Pat Kelley, and Willie Aikens to name a few. The next day the Bears began to make their move. When the season concluded the Denver Bears had won the Pacific Coast League by 4 games over the Phoenix Giants. It was breath-taking to watch, if you were a baseball fan living in the Mile High City.

As we read the verses in Ephesians 5:8-21 you get the same attitude from Paul as he announces God’s thoughts about the Ephesian church he coaches. “This team has all the potential—as children of light these folks are designed for better things!” IN THIS SECTION OF SCRIPTURE PAUL POINTS OUT A CONTRAST BETWEEN HOW THESE CHRISTIANS USED TO LIVE AND HOW THEY ARE TO LIVE NOW! There are 2 main truths to see!

I. The Character of a Christian Life!

The lifestyle, or way of living, (found in these verses), for Christians, is said to be living a life of light; more specifically to be seen as children of light.(v.8) This kind of behavior is in opposition to the life lived by people of the fallen world. In theological terms we refer to such a difference as “separation”. Many believers in Christ today think of this term as a bad word. Quite a few Christians view this Biblical idea negatively. Note in verses 9-10 “that the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth!” Furthermore, “This is what pleases God!” 
In another Scripture we read that Jesus prayed to God, the Father for the Christians who would follow Him (John 17:14-16), “I have given them your Word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world as I am not of the world.” 

We read in (1 John 2:15-16), “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father, but from the world.”
We read in (Romans 12: 2), “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of the world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” 

Living a life of light, rather than a life of darkness, uncovers what pleases God. Isn’t it amazing? Obey God, live to please Him and you will find God bringing people into your life with whom to minister. Read God’s Word, live it and you find perspective in discovering what He is pleased with. Living a life of light produces genuineness: here described as goodness, righteousness, and truth. The personal character of a Christian undergoes a major transformation from darkness to light. As soon as light appears…the light exposes darkness and calls it sin. That’s what verses 13-14 tell us.

By way of definition, the goodness mentioned is completely genuine, it is not pretense. The righteousness mentioned is a total agreement with God’s view of what’s right. And, the truth mentioned is a spiritual, moral reality in our individual lives instead of an empty profession or reputation.  

II. The Specifics of a Christian Way of Life!

· We must have a diligence in the way we live.

In verse 15 we are instructed “to be very careful” to the way in which we live. Life is not to be put on “automatic pilot” and just allowed to “go its merry way”! Instead Christians must give careful, intensive, serious, concentrated attention to what is in their lives and how they live life. It goes on to teach us that giving such careful attention to what we include and do in life “is wise, not unwise”. If we do not give scrutiny or examination to the contents of our lives, as believers in Christ, we “are unwise”! It can’t get anymore clear than that. How we live in terms of activity, attitudes, speech, thinking, and relationships is of tremendous importance to God. Our heart must make such knowledge a top priority.
· We need to possess an urgency in this life.

In verse 16 we are warned to recognize that “the days are evil”. Therefore it is necessary for Christians “to make the most of EVERY opportunity”. One of the reasons we must not be casual in regard to how we live is because the taint of evil is on everything of this world and Christians get too close to the world and can miss opportunities to grow and become more like Jesus. When we let any impure element into our lives it will make us side-step an opportunity to be filled with goodness, righteousness, and truth. Instead, a personal carefulness to what our lives look like gives us the wisdom to put God in His rightful place: as our Master/ our boss.
·  We need to understand what God’s will is.
It is interesting to notice that languages differ from one another. Some, like English, are rather vague while others are more precise in meaning. Here, the words “understanding God’s will” are not speaking of factual data ONLY, but an understanding that is learned through experience. It is as we live out God’s will with zeal and earnestness that we discover God’s will in its fullness. In other words when we put our faith into practice we grasp the understanding of what it’s all about. I am reminded that the Old Testament is blatant in comparing two ways of life: The “Way of Folly/ Foolishness” is placed alongside the “Way of Wisdom”. Do you see the same comparison here? There is so much more unity in Scripture between Old Testament and New Testament than we usually recognize. Thus, in verse 17 rather than being “foolish” and living life in our own strength, we are to “understand God’s will in life”. We experientially live life as God, the Holy Spirit guides us.
· We need to live the “Spirit-filled” life.
In order for us to grasp the true meaning of this dimension of spiritual living, God gives us a word picture to apply to this reality. The word picture is drunkenness! Verse 18 states a Christian is NOT to get drunk with wine. Such activity only leads to debauchery. Instead, (but with the same kind of action), we are to be filled with the Holy Spirit. When one is drunk with alcohol that person is no longer in control of his actions, her speech, his reactions, her thinking, that person’s conduct. The booze has control of him and usually it leads to devastation, in one way or another. BUT, to be filled with the Holy Spirit means A Christian is no longer in control of his actions, her speech, his reactions, her thinking, that person’s conduct. Instead, God, the Holy Spirit controls every dimension of that one’s life! ONLY AT THIS POINT can a Christian live life as God desires life to be. Christians who live the “Spirit-filled life” have a thirst for the Bible, have a vital prayer life at all times, witness for their Lord habitually, are active in ministry, and experience victory over sin. Christians who ARE NOT filled with the Holy Spirit do not spend time in the Bible, have almost no prayer life at all, do not usually witness to others of spiritual things. At best; they do ministry in their own strength, and they are usually defeated by sin in their life.
· We need to live a life that allows the symphony of our hearts to touch others while offering thanksgiving to God.
In verse 19 Christians, (children of light) communicate with one another from within their being. As they interact with one another they speak to each other musically. Again, this is a word picture. Just as the previous verse spoke of drunkenness as a picture, here, a Christian’s life has such an impact on others that it is as if the person they are interacting with is listening to the most awesome, exciting musical poem or song they’ve ever heard. Frankly, when a non-Christian deals with a Christian they should be staggered, stunned, or in awe of the love, the attention, the listening, the care they experience from a “child of light”. Living in darkness, they are touched with a whole new experience in life. They are touched by light. I do want you to notice that this dimension of Christian living focuses on how Christians are to relate to one another. Brothers and sisters in the Light are to bring such joy and affirmation into each other’s life that it is as if they are listening to the most pleasureable, inspiring music they can possibly hear. 
It goes on to say that at the same time a parallel is to occur. We are to make music in our heart “TO THE LORD”. How we live our life affects others, BUT it also affects how God views us. Here’s the big question of the day. Does my life/ does your life issue forth beautiful music to our Lord and to others? Or is it frankly the most hideous tune ever heard? God is observing us at all times. Others are also observing us every single day of our life. What tune is issuing from our lives? Is it a symphony of exquisite music or a noise making others’ skin crawl?
· We are expected to be submissive to one another.
In verse 21 the final ingredient of living as children of light is given to us. We are to be submissive to one another. Do you and I truly understand what that means? Oh my goodness, what a difference church life would be like if we did grasp what God is asking of us. In Romans 12:3 we read, “For by the grace given to me I say to EVERYONE of you: do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment…” In Romans 12:10 it goes on to say, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.” In our relationships with one another, as “siblings of the light” we are taught, here in God’s Word, to submit to one another. And notice it says, ‘out of reverence for Christ”. God is actually telling us to set ourselves aside, in order to show reverence to Christ, so that the people in the world of darkness see a difference in how we relate to one another in contrast to their way of relating to people. That is kind of convicting isn’t it? I had someone tell me this week that they did not have problems with God establishing the church but they couldn’t stand Christians and how they relate to one another. This person summarized it by saying, “I just don’t like Christian people. They are so mean, unloving, and superior to everyone else!”  
SO: WHERE ARE YOU AT? WHERE AM I AT? Are we in last place in the standings or victoriously in first place? If you are in Christ, you are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ. But are you filled with the Spirit? GOD WANTS YOU TO BE! Life is designed by God so it doesn’t work if we don’t live it His way. When we’ve been doing it our way, it’s so hard to give it back to Him. MAYBE THAT’S WHERE YOU ARE TODAY. You’ve given it before and now you’ve got life back in your own control. So why try again? It didn’t last before so why go through the struggle now? I have some sobering news for you. God is here reminding you that He wants control of your life. He is determined to get it. It works so well when we give it to Him. And, I have good news for you! You can give control of your life back to God and learn how to keep it there. The Holy Spirit can and will lead you to victory in this area. Make no mistake about this: “THE DAYS ARE EVIL, SO LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT!” 
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