“THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CHURCH”
Ephesians 5:22-33

It is interesting to discover how people view the Church; especially in the 21st Century A.D. Some see the Church as an obligation, something they have to do. Some see it as simply tradition, something that’s been around for centuries. For some it is an outdated institution that needed to be replaced years ago. AND, on the other side of the fence, some see the Church as a place where one finds people who care, and folk who support and encourage. They see the Church as a place to develop teamwork for God while growing in His truth.

God, in His wisdom, comes to the place in this Ephesian letter where He uses an illustration from everyday life to show us the truth about the Church. We are going to see this word picture in some detail this morning. Yet, I must tell you that the same individuals who view the Church as outdated or obsolete see the other institution as outmoded as well. The picture God uses in this spot is “Marriage”. 

Usually this section of Scripture is used to instruct people getting ready for marriage.  In reality, Paul assumes the Christians he is writing to already understand about marriage. Therefore he is inspired by God to use marriage as a portrait of the relationship between Christ and His Church. He tells us in verse 32, “This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.” In this period of human history, (already called by sociologists “The Post Modern Age”) many Americans no longer bother to get married. It is more convenient for a couple to live together without having a commitment of marriage to place limits on them. Nowadays, people, even Senior Citizens, opt often to just live together for a variety of reasons, including financial ones. But God, who established marriage, as a sharing of life between a man and a woman (in His Word) has not changed His truth about marriage, one single bit. Therefore, He uses it here to describe in explicit terms how Christians (the Church) are to relate to Him! THERE ARE FOUR OBSERVATIONS FOR US TO MAKE IN THIS SERMON TODAY!

1. WE SEE A GIVING SHOWN IN GOD’S LOVE AND A SUBMISSION IN RESPONSE TO SUCH GIVING!

Here is the plot of many movie classics. A damsel is in distress and as the story unfolds she is saved in the middle of a crisis by a hero who gives himself up to save the heroine. It appears that lots of people like that kind of story. It historically contains love, mercy, hope, and salvation. I find it intriguing that almost all people, in all cultures have such a natural bent toward such a story. Where did they get it, you ask? It is pretty obvious, according to a contemporary narrator John Eldridge, that God implanted such a perception in the heart of all human beings. It is part of the story grafted by God into our hearts. We are all in a horrible plight—all have sinned, there is none inherently good—and the result of such sin is death! That is the dilemma every single human being is in, according to the Bible! The Bible story goes on to establish that “God is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance”.(2 Peter 3:9) And so, to make such rescue possible, God, the Son (who we know as Jesus Christ) gave up His life: He died, so that His bride (the Church) might live.(John 3:16) God etched this awareness on the hearts of human beings so that they would have a clue about life.
Read the account of what Jesus went through for you. Read it and see how He sacrificed His life and gave Himself up to purchase salvation for anyone who places faith in His finished work. If one is thinking clearly, it means that the submission and humility of Jesus on one’s behalf provokes a logical thinker to be submissive or humble before Jesus! This is what is being referred to when husbands are given instructions in verses 25-26.  

Husbands are to sacrifice themselves for their wives out of love, JUST AS JESUS DID FOR THE CHURCH! So much for a husband thinking his wife is at his beckoned call. The most difficult thing for a man to wrestle with is the commitment to sacrifice for his wife by giving up his life for her! She is never to be seen as the maid or a nonentity, but the most valuable person in his life. Many American men see “the little woman” as their possession, as their servant, to quietly fit into their lives and handle the things he doesn’t want to do. And a man believes he shows his wife he loves her by doing chores and actions, rather than sacrificing his life to meet his wife’s emotional and relational needs, sense of belonging, and personal worth. Jesus saw the need of people to belong and provides a relationship to meet that need.
Conversely, wives are to submit to their husbands JUST AS THE CHURCH IS TO SUBMIT TO JESUS! So much for a wife today being the one to set the rules, determine the regulations, and the agenda, in a marriage. She sure can add input as Christians can share their thoughts with their Savior. But so many men expect their wives to set the rules, determine the regulations, and the agenda. But the Church does not dictate to the Lord what the rules are, what regulations are to be followed: dare I mention church attendance, reading the Bible, or other spiritual disciplines? The Church is to take after the role of the wife to submit to the Lord as her head rather than asserting her rights. As an interesting sidelight, it is shocking how often wives are active in the church but not their husbands, who do not want anyone telling them what to do. They’re way too independent for that to happen! But we move on.
2. WE SEE A PURPOSE IN HIS LOVE AND A PURITY IN RESPONSE TO SUCH A PURPOSE!

Love like that just mentioned on behalf of a husband has a dramatic effect on the person who receives it. One can’t get such love and stoically remain untouched. When you are loved so deeply that the other person gives up all for you—you shine, you radiate, you flourish and grow! When a husband loves like that, (and he’s supposed to), his wife’s beauty will be enhanced and stand out in sharp contrast to all the other wives in the world. You and I are objects of God’s sacrificial love. That gives us worth, value, beauty, and fulfillment. If a wife is floundering, her husband is neglecting loving his wife. In contrast, as a Christian, if life is depressing, mundane, doldrums city—get a fresh dose of Christ’s love which was made for you to make you radiant. 

We get the picture here of a queen who is adorned in splendor as she enters a palace room. Every head turns to gaze on her stunning beauty. It is enhanced by the love of the King to highlight such radiance. We are beautiful because of Christ’s love! So, let’s show it! What a great reality for the members of FBC. With a goal in life to demonstrate holiness, purity, and cleanliness, Christians radiate righteousness. We are not receptive of God’s love if we remain at home with sin. Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command”(John 14:15) 
3. WE SEE A CONSTANT NOURISHING IN HIS LOVE AND A VITALITY IN RETURN!

The Lord’s role in the whole relationship with the Church is that He feeds and cares for the Church; continually. This whole issue is the ongoing work of sustaining the health of the Church, growing it up, and nourishing the lives of believers. Interestingly it does occur individually, but in this passage it is a collective reality encompassing the Church. Simply put, Church life is in the hollow of God’s hand. Whether it is Church attendance, Church size and membership, church programs, Church projects, church staff and leadership: all of it is a part of His nourishment. Today Christians make a lot of comparisons between local congregations. Local pastors are used to watching Christians change congregations regularly for a lot of reasons. The key question to ask is, does a Church member actually have the faith to trust God for their care and feeding right where they are? The Lord is interested in our very best! Husbands are an example of how this ought to work. They are to nourish their wives enabling their wives to flourish. Wives are to have a vitality they bring to the marriage in response to being nourished by their husbands. If husbands meet their wives needs as a priority they nourish them. If wives vitally participate in the relationship their husbands have a feeling of well-being. By the way, the nourishment comes first. One wonders if such interplay is seen in the life of the Church these days. Do you know what is heard most of the time from Christians? “Can this church meet my needs? Or, “What’s in this church for me?” We all know how horrible such a question is concerning one’s marriage. It is just as destructive an attitude when asked of one’s church. Your life and mine, together, is to show health as Christ’s body. It is to have vitality, health, vigor, energy, and stamina that demonstrate God’s glory for the long haul.
4. 
WE SEE A UNITY IN HIS LOVE AND A LOYALTY IN RETURN!
The real focus of a marriage relationship is a process that happens in life. When all is as it should be, there is a loyalty to family as one grows up and matures. There is a loyalty to self when one goes out into adulthood on their own. Then people get married and their personal loyalty changes. Loyalty is the spot where many spouses fail in marriage. They do not fail in concept or idea. They fail in the day in, day out living in marriage.

The Church now has a loyalty to Christ. Do we have that oneness with Him? Is your loyalty real? Is it in concept or idea only, or do you have a commitment to your Lord as you serve in the Church regularly? He who loves you wants a loyalty from His bride that works itself out daily and consistently as each one wraps his/her life around Him. Now the issue is loyalty. Many Christians today are church members in concept or idea. They compartmentalize life and give God the spiritual part of life only. Many don’t get involved in the things of God. Such Christians have been placed in the church by God, Himself, at their conversion, yet there is no loyalty to the church. SO!!!!! 

* Let’s give up our rights as people and submit to Jesus as a part of His bride. 

* Let’s get out of the individualistic orientation. 
* Let’s make purity, righteousness, and holiness as the goal of our Church life.
* Let’s clarify the thoughts of why we exist as a church.

* Let’s let our whole being demonstrate a spiritual fitness that shows off the Lord.

* Let’s grow our prayer life together.

* Let’s have a commitment to outreach with the lost.

* Let’s do Bible study together regularly as well as meeting for worship

* Let’s catch a new vision and approach to ministry from our Lord.

* Let’s build a loyalty to Christ seen in our participation in FBC!
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