“THE IMITATION OF GOD”
Ephesians 5:1-7

I am reminded, again, how much our world is imitation. It began with the advent of Disneyland and Knott’s Berry Farm in southern California. There you can believe you are in a Wild West town as you walk down a dusty street only to discover that the façade of buildings really covers up cement structures and the dirt street covers paving. Meanwhile, underneath you are tunnels for the employees to walk through to avoid the crowds. Today, wheel covers look like mag wheels but are only imitation plastic. Large Semi trucks like Kenworth and Mack appear to be rugged metal but are fiberglass. Radiators are now plastic and you can’t use “stop leak” on plastic. You have to replace the whole radiator. Kitchen faucets, pasture fences, wooden floors, and so much more are things which are not as they appear to be. Many products which we have learned to appreciate are imitation. They look authentic but in reality they are not what they look like. Imitation has become a way of life in today’s vocabulary. Yet, sometimes the word imitation is good. In God’s Word, the Bible, we are commanded to be imitations of God. That sounds like an impossibility, doesn’t it? Yet, if God commands us to be imitations of Him, it must be possible. So, it seems pretty important for us to investigate this divine command.
We must note three obvious factors related to this command. Behind this call to “imitate God” is our reaction to what we Christians have received from God. It is called “unconditional love”! Verses 1-2 highlight the fact that Christians are “dearly loved” by God and so special that “Jesus gave Himself up for us as an offering and sacrifice to God, the Father”. Simply put; we have received such an awesome, special gift from God that there is only one appropriate response to it. WE ARE TO LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE! Do you get the connection? God has demonstrated who He is by giving us unconditional love. This love is so valuable that there should be no hesitancy on the part of a single believer to love anyone and everyone. You see, our love is mostly based on what people are like and what they do. That is not the case with God! The Bible states that “God showed us love so clearly, that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us!” (Romans 5:8)  God didn’t wait till we had our act together to love us. In fact, those who receive the gift of faith from God “were chosen, in Christ, to be holy and blameless before the creation of the planet Earth and in love, predestined to be adopted as His children”. (Ephesians 1:4-5) There you have it! Now: with that as background, we look at the factors.
Factor number one is that we are expected to imitate God by being lovers of ALL people. We have been loved, (in spite of who we are and what we’ve done), to such a degree, there is nothing we can hold against anyone else! But, we Christians usually only love people when they conform to our standard of earning or deserving our love. And God’s word says we are to live our lives as an imitation of God who did not wait till we earned or deserved His love. 

If this message were to end here, with just this one thought, most of us would have an incredible amount of conviction to deal with already. The reason I say that is because who among us, REALLY, lives that kind of unconditional love? Yet, I challenge you to show me where these verses are saying something different than what I just shared!

Factor number two in this command to “imitate God” is to recognize that God expects this imitation of Him to encompass every single dimension of life! We cannot “pick and choose” what to include and exclude. This imitation is to eliminate “any kind of impurity” within the scope of human capability. Any activity from “sexual immorality to greed”, from “obscenity, foolish talk, even to coarse joking” AND even including the horrible list of Chapter 4: ALL OF IT is “improper and out of place” (“for God’s holy people!”) That’s quite a range of activity encompassed in this command. It includes absence of any sinful behavior. You see, “unconditional, agape’ love” cannot be a part of life when one is sexually immoral, impure, greedy, obscene, coarse in humor, or talking foolishly, etc. When Christians participate in such activities they are not imitating God’s love but they are caught up in themselves and living improperly as “God’s holy people”! Simply put, they do not demonstrate the Biblical God of love! Instead they show a self-centered life with only concern for what they determine is to be a part of their lives. In verse 6 such activities are labeled as “empty words”. And what is this saying? For a person to profess to belong to God and have ANY OF THIS IMPURITY in their life is to be deceptive and full of empty words. Their actions speak too loud for people to hear what they say or profess! 
It appears, to anyone who observes a majority of Christians, that a life, today, is way too casual to take God’s expectation of personal holiness seriously! I am reminded that in the Romans 6:15, Paul asks a rhetorical question with obvious concern: “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!” God’s grace is such an accepted thing by Christians, we ASSUME it covers any delinquency we allow in our lives. It makes no difference what we do for when all is said and done, no matter how sinful an activity has been, we can just bring it to God and He will pat us on the back and say “It is okay! Go on your way. All is fine!” 
And if push comes to shove, Christians play the comparison game in their approach to God. They actually expect God to see how much better they are in comparison to other believers and therefore He is and will be impressed with their personal holiness! They forget that God never plays the comparison game. When the Day of the Lord occurs and His people stand before His Bema Seat of Judgment, they will have no one else brought into the discussion and their own individual book of life will be opened. Listen to two passages of the New Testament! In 
· 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, reads: “If anyone builds on the foundation of Jesus Christ using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, for the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. If what he has built survives, that one will receive his reward. If it is burned up, that one will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping the flames.”
·  Revelation 20:12, reads: “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.” 
There you have it: again! God expects our imitation of Him to be reality in life. IT IS NOT TO BE PRETENSE BUT FACT!!!!! Are you and I entering each day with the intention to imitate God, Himself? Are we literally giving attention to what we think, what we do, what we say, how loving we are? God is giving his attention to the matter! But, quickly, we must move into the third factor.

Factor number three in this command to “imitate God” is that “God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient!” Listen to a present-day analyst says of the present-day church:



“Having devoted the last 18 years of my life to studying



the American people, their churches, and their culture,



I’ve concluded that within the next few years America 



will experience one of two outcomes: either massive



spiritual revival or total moral anarchy! As a committed



Christian, I am urgently praying for revival. As a



rational social scientist confronted with a warehouse of



behavior and attitude data…the prospects are not



encouraging.
 
This man goes on to say that there are several indicators which bring him to a position of personal discouragement in regard to potential revival. They are the following:
· People are desperate for spiritual truth—but they can’t find the answers they need in Christian churches. A majority of “first time decisions for Christ” are people who were no longer connected to a Christian church within just eight weeks of making such a decision.

· Ethnic diversity is here to stay, racial reconciliation is a national concern—but the Church remains our most segregated institution. The Caucasian population is at zero population growth, while the African, Hispanic, and Asian populations in our country are experiencing double digit expansion.

· The church was called by Christ to care for the least of all people, and to be known by the quality of its love—yet, poverty is prospering in America. Despite apparent needs of the poor, churches across the country are minimally involved in addressing this issue. For every dollar spent on ministry to the poor, the typical church spends five dollars on buildings and maintenance.
· Americans have greater access than ever to advanced education—yet increasing numbers of people lack the skills to comprehend God’s Word. Although Sunday School was originally conceived as a way of teaching people both reading skills and Biblical principles, today’s churches are doing little to stem the decline in literacy and have failed to adopt new means of effective communication.

This man wraps up his opening thesis by summarizing his findings in this way:



“Interestingly, the stumbling block for the Church



is not its theology but its failure to apply what it



believes in compelling ways. The downfall of the



Church has not been the content of its message but



its failure to practice those truths. Christians have



been their own worst enemies when it comes to



showing the world what authentic, Biblical 



Christianity looks like.”

It sounds like the Church today is not much different from the one in Ephesus in Paul’s time. Isn’t it amazing that we have not learned much after so many years of doing church? God grant us the wisdom to become “His imitators”! God tells us in His Word that we are to “let our light so shine before people, that they may see our good deeds and praise your Father in heaven!” (Matthew 5:16) There is really not much mystery in this challenge from the Bible. Christians need to realize that God does not take the rationalization of their exceptions to holiness lightly. He didn’t do it in the First Century and He doesn’t do it in the Twenty-First Century. And the urgency to all this is that our Lord could return today and the book of your life and mine will be completed and ready for review. May God add His application for each of us in terms of His will. 
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