“GIFTS OF GRACE”
Ephesians 4:7-12

Everyone, it seems, loves to receive a gift. There are those special occasions for receiving presents: birthdays, Christmas, anniversaries, graduations. Then, there are those occasions when you just choose to give a gift: an expression of appreciation, the start of a new relationship, or a note of remembrance. 
Not only do we give and receive gifts, but God is described in Scripture as a God who gives gifts. He delights in giving!
· The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:1-4, 7) 
· The Father gives good gifts. (Matthew 7:11) “How much more will our Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him.”
· Here, in Ephesians 4: 7, Jesus Christ has given gifts to the Church, in His grace. We read: “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.” 
In today’s sermon we discover 3 DIMENSIONS TO THIS TRUTH!!!

A. CHRIST IS THE GIVER!

There are two realities, in this passage, that are misunderstood in the minds of Christians today. 
(#1) The One giving grace is Jesus who “ascended/ descended”. The popular notion is that Christ is pictured as going to a place called Sheol and setting Old Testament saints free from captivity. That thinking comes from Roman Catholicism & the Middle Ages. That thinking is wrong! Instead, Paul quotes and applies Psalm 68:17-18 to speak of this Christ, who in Philippians 2:6-11 is portrayed as having descended to earth and ascended to a place where He is “given a name which is above every name”.  
(#2) Verse 11 tells us that “It was Christ (who ascended and descended), who gave some the ministry of being apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers”. Contrary to popular belief we are not speaking of spiritual gifts in this place! 
God, the Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts: not Jesus! 1 Corinthians 12: 4-6, tells us, “the Holy Spirit gives gifts, the Lord (Jesus) gives kinds of service, the Father God gives kinds of working.” 
Thus, we are not talking of saving grace (justification), but equipping grace. Specifically, Jesus gives supporting areas of ministry for some members of the church: (arenas in which He places certain people to exercise their Spirit-given spiritual gifts.) Understand that this is in the context of the Church. For the church to operate strategically, Jesus has placed (called) certain individuals in positions of support ministry to maintain the Church.
This means, in reality, that as you participate a local congregation, God has made available for you, Jesus has provided people to fulfill the ministries of Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, and Pastor-teacher. In this regard, “To each one of us grace has been given, as Christ apportioned it”. (Ephesians 4:7) 

B. THE SPECIFIED MINISTRIES ARE THE GIFTS GIVEN!

In this section of Scripture four general support ministries are given to the church, “the body of Christ”. They, interestingly, parallel the makeup of our physical bodies. 
(#1) Our physical bodies have a structural system of muscles and bones. Without such a structure we would be blobs of ooze, at best. In the makeup of the Church, structure is needed, also. The Apostles laid the foundation and provided the basic framework around which the Church is built. They wrote the New Testament books which form the basic structure of life in “the body”. 
(#2) Our physical bodies have a nervous system. Nerve impulses stimulate us into coordinated activity. The Prophets, even in the early days of the Church, before the New Testament was written, spoke directly by God’s inspiration saying, “thus says the Lord!” These individuals galvanize the Church into action. 
(#3) Our physical bodies have a digestive system. With this our bodies can take in nourishment and convert it into energy, growth, and development. In the Church, Jesus provides Evangelists, Christians who can dispense the good news of the gospel. People are compelled to listen to their message and accept Jesus. They add new members to the body of Christ.
(#4) Our physical bodies have a circulatory system. This is our cardio-vascular system to be exact. This is how the body is kept alive, kept healthy, & kept strong. The Lord provides Pastor-teachers for the Church. These individuals are given and designed to feed the body in order to maintain the health of the Church. They counsel, teach, disciple, and train.

With these four arenas of ministry Christ (Jesus) apportions or distributes grace. (As an aside, such understanding clarifies the precise activities of these support ministries.) When I grew up in the Church, it was understood that Pastors were to be all four of these. Not only is that not Biblical, it is impossible for any one person to do. Everyone in the body of Christ has work to do, and often we must support one another in the work by lending a hand in an area where we are not assigned by Christ. Yet, here are four clear areas of ministry for certain people to fill. Our move to a team of Elders and Pastor has brought this Scripture into being at FBC.  
On a personal note: My spiritual gift is not being a Pastor. Being placed by Christ, as a Pastor of First Baptist Church of Cottonwood, this is the environment where I exercise my gifts of teaching, discipling, and training people in God’s Word. I am serving in this corner of His vineyard, where He has placed me! And I love it that way. According to this passage, those who pastor (our Elders) and those who teach (our teachers) are put in such a position by Jesus, Himself “as a gift of grace” so this Church will work as it should.

C. MINISTRY IS THE GOAL!

There is a clear purpose in Christ creating such support ministries or arenas in the church. In this we find another man-made myth destroyed! Jesus provided Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, and Teachers for the church “to prepare God’s people for ministry”! Speaking for Pastors, as Overseers, we exist to equip you! Pastors will give an answer to God for how they’ve done in getting Christians prepared & how they’ve gotten Christians to work for our Lord.

Think about that for a minute. I can, as your Pastor, your Shepherd, provide teaching, instruction, discipleship for you, but I realize I cannot force you to take advantage of it. Many Christians believe that Pastors are very self-centered in pursuing members to get them into active membership so they have full churches. Yet, in reality, some day I will stand before my Lord and each member’s name will be brought up to me, by my Lord.  I will give an answer as to a member’s growth, their living by faith, their instruction. If a member’s growth, faith, instruction has been incomplete (because of my neglect) Jesus will find me wanting. If I have offered the training and a church member has not taken advantage of it, that member will give account for neglecting the Lord’s provision of a Pastor, His resource for growth. THAT IS MY MOTIVATION FOR PUSHING FOR FULL CHURCH PARTICIPATION! I will, gladly, accept my responsibility in doing what He has called me to do! But I cry over missed opportunities to teach and train, because those I was given to equip are missing. 
The word here for “preparing/equipping” is the same word used in the Gospels when Jesus walked along the shore and saw fishermen “mending their nets”. (Mark 1:19) God has called me to FBC; given me to you…to assist you in “mending the holes in the net of your life”. I am not perfect AND you will learn, probably, mostly by watching as I learn in my life! It is uncanny how I pick a book of the Bible and you get to observe what God is working on in my life! This ties in with (“aptness to teach; imparting to you what I am learning” 1 Timothy 3:2) 

But, there is one more thing we need to note. IN THESE VERSES WE FIND THE PHILOSOPHY OF MINISTRY AT FBC. Church members are to do the work of ministry! 
The Elders are to “direct the affairs of the church” (1 Timothy 5:17) and “prepare” YOU TO DO THE WORK! When every member of this Church does his/her work, then “All of us are being built up & we reach unity& become mature”. (Ephesians 4:12-13) We will explore this more next week.

In conclusion: 

· Don’t see church meetings as duty: instead see them as a place to be prepared.
· Look for a spot on the team where Christ has placed you: accept it.

· Be grounded in the Apostles/ Prophets: God’s Word, the Bible.

· Accept your calling to ministry.

· Let’s work together in enabling you to get the total mileage from your equipping team. THERE IS NO WAY ALL OF YOUR TEACHING/TRAINING CAN HAPPEN IN ONE SESSION A WEEK! There’s not enough time for that.
· Do ministry!

· When your net has a hole in it: let’s fix it! Don’t run away from repair, run to it.

· Let’s grow in unity & maturity. It only happens when you get into church life wholeheartedly!
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