“THE ONENESS OF GOD”
Ephesians 4:4-6

Have you ever been overwhelmed with something; for example, a major answer to a problem that escapes you; therefore you come to the conclusion that things are hopeless? Maybe, it is as unimportant as trying to figure out an obscure answer to a crossword puzzle. Perhaps, it is opening up a kit to try and make a wooden clipper ship with all the rigging and sails. Possibly, it is keeping all the appointments entered into your appointment book for a given hectic week. 
The last time we were in Ephesians, we saw the message from God instructing us on how to relate to one another as Christians: members of God’s family. Verses 1-3 of Chapter 4 tell us/ urge us through encouragement to “walk worthy of the calling we have received”. We do this, as Christians, by relating to one another “humbly-meekly-and patiently”. We do this by “forbearing with one another when the other one becomes a burden”. Also, we do this by doing everything we can to keep the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the bond of peace”. AND JUST WHEN YOU ARE READY TO DESPAIR & CONSIDER SUCH ACTION HOPELESS AND IMPOSSIBLE, we look at the basis upon which we can pull it off!

In verses 4-6 we find 9 facts stated with no connecting words, no verb; just the facts stated blatantly. In these facts, 3 triads, we find the objective ground upon which we can actually accomplish verses 1-3. These facts are focused on the 3 personalities of God. Verse 4 centers on God, the Holy Spirit. Verse 5 centers on God, the Son. Verse 6 centers on God, the Father. These three lists sum up the resources available for Christians to relate to other believers as instructed in the first 3 verses of this chapter of Scripture. In summary, they describe the Oneness of God! It is because the 3 personalities of the Godhead are at work in our lives that we CAN “live a life worthy of the calling we have been given”. So: let’s explore this teaching!

Triad #1: “One body, one Spirit, called to one hope”. Tied in with other Scriptures written by God, through the Apostle Paul, we will find that when you and I entered into a relationship with Christ, we were placed by God into (1) one body. There was no democracy, no voluntarism, no individualism found in this activity. God, of His own accord “baptized us by one Spirit into one body”. (1 Corinthians 12:13) It goes on to say, “God has arranged the parts of the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them to be”. (12:18) It finally states, God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each of you is a part of it.” (12:24-27) This work of God enables us to accomplish Eph. 4:1-3. This is not an American concept; it is not a western civilization idea! To be specific, when a person becomes a Christian, that person is brought into a “community” where they are expected to participate. Elsewhere, we are told in the Bible that Christians are the body of Christ. I quote; “Don’t you know that you, yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, AND you are that temple!” (1 Cor. 3:16-17)

(2)God, the Holy Spirit resides in us. He’s the only source of humility, meekness, longsuffering we have. By ourselves we can’t do it. He is the one at work within—He is changing us (“conforming us to the Son”) & we need to remember that the ONE Spirit is the individual responsible for each of us. Along with this comes one hope. When you and I were called by God, (3) a hope originated in you. For a new believer there is now a new perspective, a new certainty, a new awareness. This brings confidence, security, tolerance, and encouragement. SO! CAN WE ACCOMPLISH THE FIRST 3 VERSES? We just discovered the first reason why we can.

Triad #2: “One Lord, one faith, one baptism”. (1)Notice: the word is one Lord; NOT Savior. Here is a change as well. People who once belonged to themselves (nonbelievers) now have a new authority, a new master, a new boss, & a new allegiance. Now we begin to see how we can walk worthy. There is no division among Christians. He is my Lord: & He is your Lord. Do we see the same Lord in one another? Only in such a way can we walk rightly! 
Coupled with this is (2)one faith. When we respond to God’s authority, correctly, it takes faith. To allow Him to be actively involved in our lives opens up a right relationship with one another. Take that away and we cannot get along with each other without hurt feelings, offenses, and abrasiveness. Our selfishness will always get in the way. It is horrific to see how often Christians, without a unity tied to other members (because they are running their lives as they determine to do so), undermine the commitment to the Church. In fact; when we do not walk by faith, but by sight, those who live a vibrant faith are on a different page and there can be no unity! People committed to prayer daily and those who do not have such a commitment do not mix well together. Inactive people attending church do not mix well with those who are active. It is to be unequally yoked. The whole approach to life is different with these two classes of God’s people. AND the first 3 verses of this chapter can’t be pulled off if only some of church people are allowing Jesus to be their Lord. A local church will be a house divided. 

This verse wraps up with (3) “one baptism”. This is synonymous with the decision of Lordship. It is precisely why water baptism is the initiation ceremony to Christianity. The objective command of the Lord is for people to be physically baptized to “confess Him before men”! Please put this in your memory bank if you are against or not open to baptism! It is not optional.

Frederick the great mustered all kinds of nationalities to his


Prussian army as his manpower dwindled during the 7 Year


War. But many of these foreigners went into battle & had no


allegiance to Prussia. When the battle went bad they ran. The


history books record how tension existed between the Prussian


regulars and the others. It was a matter of allegiance. 

We can “live a life worthy of our calling” as we live out our one Lord, one faith, one baptism. We are all different ages, have different abilities, and different interests…..BUT, THE SAME LORD!!!

Triad #3: “One Father God over all, through all, and in all”. This statement covers all the dimensions of relationship we can have with God, the Father. (1) “Over all” speaks of His sovereignty, His supremacy, His transcendence, His exaltation. It deals with His power, might, and glory. God asks a Christian to do something and they say, “Well, I just can’t relate to that person”. Or they say, “I just don’t have time”. Or they say, “I just can’t be positive”. Or they say, “I can never forgive that person”. You get the idea! We DO have power! We have one Father God who is “over all”. This is all about the family of God. He is over all of us!!! 

(2) The next preposition is “through all”. This phrase tells me that God, the Father is working in every part of my life: participating, pervading, being present with me continually. Here we see God’s will, His plan in the lives of His people. This eliminates the responsibility for results of ministry. We are His vessels, He works through us! Get it? (As an aside: this triad of facts coincides with 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 where we find the Holy Spirit giving gifts, the Son giving ministries, and the Father giving power to accomplish life.
(3) We finish this study with the preposition “in all”. Scripture teaches that when I give myself to God, He joins me & we are one. We speak of this often with phrases like: “Jesus is in my heart”, “My soul is God’s”, “God lives within me”, “my walk with God”. When my faith is placed in Christ, God becomes part of me. We are joined together. And it is not just the Father, but also the Son and the Spirit, at work in my daily life. THE KEY IS FOR US TO ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN. That demands surrender. It ONLY works when we live a life of faith. These objective truths will give us the capability of living/ walking a life balanced with the calling we have received. 

It is time for us to evaluate our balance. If in any of these areas we are out of balance then we become an obstacle for the Church and we need to confess sin to Him and those we have wronged. We must keep these truths in mind and thank God in prayer for His potential involvement in our lives. AND we, as brothers and sisters in the Lord must develop an awareness of each other and be committed to one another and the body. 
My question is, with all this potential, why do we do it our way? AND, having done it our way and discovering that doesn’t work; why do we persist in doing it our way? It has to do with our pride, our self-centeredness, our independence. When will we realize that HE is God? And when will we realize we are His creation? It is not the other way around!!!!! Aren’t we exhausted from our futile attempts to run life our way? Isn’t that an appropriate way to enter into our “Altar of Prayer”?
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