“THE CALLING CHRISTIANS HAVE RECEIVED”
Ephesians 4:1-3

Today we arrive at one of the sections of Scripture that I, (as a Pastor), have placed at the center of my teaching. If you have been a steady attendee of FBC over the past 16 years, you probably, (hopefully), are very familiar with the early verses of Ephesians 4. I am a committed churchman! I find that the New Testament dramatically places the church “smack dab” in the core of a Christian’s life. AND: having pastored for over 40 years, I have watched many Christian people move from a position of holding the church in a place of importance in their lives, to participating only when it is convenient or there is nothing else of interest to do. I have observed many Christians place Christian TV programs, Christian schooling, and Christian parachurch organizations in the position in their lives, where God has placed the church. 
THEREFORE, WHAT CAN I SAY? I guess it’s still important not to leap-frog over the verses I just read for you; thinking that the truth of God’s Word, here, is already a reality. Whether the truth of these verses is known intellectually or not, it is more important than ever before to remind Christians that THEY HAVE A CALLING! They are not to just attend church, but according to Ephesians 4:1, they are “to live a life worthy of the calling they have received”! Like it or not, God has called Christians to be churchmen and churchwomen. Today, in 2008, THE POSTMODERN AGE, is perhaps the most negative time, at least in American Christianity, for Christians to be committed to the church. 
The book of Ephesians has already instructed us that the church is a “mystery” God chose to reveal to the Apostle Paul in the first century. Until then, no one realized God had a plan to bring into being a new people: the Church, to be His demonstration and provision so people can find the answers to life. Throughout the verses of this book of the Bible, the Church is not optional! Here, Paul even turns up the heat a bit more! He is going to URGE/ EXHORT/ NAG/ PLEAD with Christians to live a life worthy of the calling they have received. And then he describes that worthiness. It is all about how Christians are to relate to one another! They are God’s mystery: therefore His answer to life.
Do we truly understand what it means to have a “CALLING”? I am old enough to have seen such a reality in my lifetime, though it is now only a memory for most Americans. When I was in high school and college America still had a process called “Selective Service”. It was known in plain, ordinary terms as the draft. Every male citizen understood that he was going to be drafted into the Armed Forces. It allowed for a FEW exceptions, but 96% of American young men were drafted for their time of service in a branch of the Armed Forces. It became very controversial during the Viet Nam war. Many Americans objected to this invasion of their liberty and freedom. I was in high school and college while that war was being raged. Quite a number of my contemporaries fled to Canada, or out of the country to avoid being drafted. Soon after the war the Armed Forces were put on a volunteer status. Americans didn’t want anyone telling them they had to risk their life and fight when it didn’t fit their plans. Simply put, they rejected the idea that to be an American male, coming of age, had a calling! 
And, today, as a Pastor I have seen the effect of my continual commitment to preaching and teaching that the church is not optional but compulsory. In this day and age, in which we live, ministry has been affected by those who are of the opinion that NO ONE, NOT EVEN GOD, is going to have the authority to tell them what they have to do! You can call the message of the Word of God: THE KINGDOM, THE WAY OF WISDOM, THE LORDSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST, THE BODY OF CHRIST, THE CHURCH, and the emphasis is the same. That has continuously been my message, as a Pastor. From cover to cover God tells His people “They are not their own, they have been bought with a price”! As such they are to trust and obey, to serve the Living God, to be worthy of the calling they have received…..this is not a popular message. It wasn’t for the Old Testament prophets. It wasn’t for the New Testament Apostles. And it isn’t an easy message for Preachers today. Many avoid this message! They want to “say what itching ears want to hear”. (2 Timothy 4:3)
American culture is so saturated with individualistic emphasis on “our individual rights” that any attempt to place a demand on people incurs wrath, causes people to leave the crowd, and do their own thing. It is compounded with the fact that a goodly number of Christians today will attend church: to do their Christian duty, but not put their heart into actually “humbly submitting to serving their God unconditionally”. It happened in the Old Testament with the Children of Israel and it is happening in the Church today with MANY Believers in Jesus. 

It is seen most dramatically in how Christians relate to one another. Look at the verses before us. Note: If a Christian is to live a life worthy of the CALLING they have received, they will:

· Be COMPLETELY humble and gentle
· Be patient with one another
· Bear with one another, in love; even when that other one is a pain
· Make EVERY effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
· Be bonded in peace…..
That’s the calling God gives Christians. Please tell me that is what we see in the Church today! Please tell me that is what you see among Christians today! Please; I beg of you. God intended the church to be what we find in the Ephesian verses. Understanding that I am speaking in general terms concerning church trends, right now; I see things different than that. I see Christians, professing to know the Lord, splitting from other Christians because of every single matter of preference. The answer today is for many of God’s people to have nothing to do with the Church. If they do join with a local congregation, things need to conform to their way of thinking and what they want or out the door they go. 

Many believers, today: 
· hold grudges 
· are unforgiving 
· judge other believers with critical attitudes 
· are not humble & view humility as a weakness 
· have pride in their own lives 
· have pride in the size of their church or their Bible study
· are the most impatient people with Christian brothers and sisters 
· REFUSE to “forbear with another” when offended  
· will back off rather than making EVERY effort to keep the unity of the Holy Spirit 
· will see one difference and go out and start their own church 
On top of all that, what I hear from those who split is, “it is God’s will for me to go somewhere else”! Many times I have been accused of not pursuing people when they come to that conclusion, but how does one argue with people who say they are “following God’s will”. I DON’T read such splitting of the Church in these verses but frankly, though the pain of such divorce rips my heart in two, I have to give them and their conclusion to God. It could very well be God’s will for them. But such does not conform to the verses in front of us. Yet, God will determine whether or not that is the case. For me, as a Pastor, to be involved in pursuing, is not what I must do. 
The fragmentation of the Church, today, must grieve the heart of God, in light of these verses. Where is Christian humility? Where is Christian gentleness? Where is Christian patience? Where is Christian loving forbearance with others when they hurt us? Where is the Christian effort to keep the unity of the Holy Spirit? Where is the Christian bonding of peace?

I am excited that I see, at this time, worthiness at FBC: today! It is refreshing! It is exhilarating! It is thrilling! But we can lose it so quickly. May we, truly, see a commitment to live a life worthy of our calling! And as we even begin, and yes, we are only beginning to explore the potential of joining with another congregation; as we start this process let us be very careful, very open to the Holy Spirit’s leading. We must not put the church in a box of our own design. God said He would build His Church. His request of us is that we would be found faithful. He desires us to live a life worthy of the calling we have received. This chapter is going to continue to define “the calling” in terms of oneness and variety in giftedness. As we read in verse 16, “The whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, as it grows and builds itself up in love, as each Christian does his or her part.”
This is not an easy message! It wasn’t for the Apostle Paul. It honestly isn’t for me! But I am an idealist! I believe that God’s Word is not outdated! I believe that He is the Authority in the universe! I KNOW He doesn’t always do things as I think they should be done! But I know that to trifle with His will is very dangerous! Therefore: I do not believe the Church is out of place for today. I do not believe the Church has lost its place, either. I do not believe the Church is to be composed of people who simply put in their time. I believe that the Church is God’s profound mystery, to the human race; an entity where He will show life as He designed it to be lived; by people who will not compromise their commitment to be His examples!  
I need to clarify, PLEASE HEAR ME! I am not saying that those who have left a church I was pastoring were out of God’s will. The trend in American culture today, shows us something quite different than God has in mind, for His Church. I also realize that those of you here today are mostly not the ones who need to hear this message. But we have come to this passage in our study of this book. Therefore, we must also be reminded of what this portion of the whole letter is saying. 

WHERE IS OUR COMMITMENT? It is also a matter of balance in our lives. We are not to give our soul totally to the Church at the neglect of our relationship with God, our families, our responsibilities. BUT, it is not, at the same time, a negotiable issue with God. Christians are to make the Church a vital part of their lives and have a committed participation in its life! Let us join together in that step of obedience!  
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