“A SPECIAL CALL TO SHOW OFF GOD”
Ephesians 3:7-13

In spite of much emphasis on “individual rights, individual freedoms, individual identity, and individual privacy”, a parallel viewpoint of the world in which we live is aimed at “group realities”. As a general trend, Americans are much more committed to individual dynamics than group dynamics! We see this tendency in all kinds of ways, every single day in the lives of most Americans! Living in our own world of activity, the rest of the world goes by on a focus of individuality until a crisis raises its ugly head: 9/11, global warming, the nuclear capability of Iran, racial prejudice, presidential elections, school violence, to name a few examples! Then, the whole attention of American society changes: if only for a brief while. After a couple of weeks, life returns to normal with each citizen completely absorbed with their own life. In fact, for most Americans, what goes on in their individuals lives is of no concern to others. Many even protest vehemently when anyone “tells them what is right, what is wrong, what to do, what to say, how to act!” 
After thousands of human years, it appears mankind has learned nothing. In the Book of Judges (in the Bible), written and lived at least 5,000 years ago, we are told that “people did that which was right in THEIR OWN eyes!” Over and over again this section of the Bible portrays that the major problem in the human race is such an approach to life. NOW, IN 2008 A.D., NOTHING HAS CHANGED! The evidence of this stark individualism is seen in people viewing organizations, corporations, and institutions with disinterest or apathy. IN FACT, ATTENTION IS FOCUSED ON GROUPS OF PEOPLE ONLY WHEN IT SEEMS SOMETHING WRONG OR TRAGIC HAS OCCURRED.

Well; that is not a biblical outlook! The Bible is God’s Word. And in this revealing of God’s viewpoint we find that God, Himself brought into being 2 distinct GROUPS OF PEOPLE to have a specific place in human life. First of all, it was the nation Israel. Last week we had a chance to attend an evening of honoring Israel, in Redding. Then we were made aware of the tremendous animosity, that persists in the minds of people, against Israel. A nation, established by the God of the Bible, is hated, plotted against, and isolated.

The Apostle Paul, according to the verses in front of us, is given a specific call (by this same God) to communicate a new plan for the human race. This time God has brought into being another “organization”! It is called the Church! God’s plan was for the Church to be an organization that will enable people, everywhere, to discover what He is doing to bring wholeness, fulfillment, and completeness into their lives. Listen to verses 9-10, “To make plain TO EVERYONE the administration of this mystery, which was for ages past kept hidden in God who created all things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.” Simply put, God along with creating all things, has also created the Church. His aim is that all people, and even the beings residing in heaven, will see two things:
· The wisdom of the One and Only God of all created things.

· The purpose of the One and Only God of all created things.

In other words: the Church is to be the presentation of how wise and purposeful God is. This presentation is to be visible to the entire human race and the angelic hosts who even reside in heaven. Let’s put that in the context of how we started this message! People are disenchanted with organizations, governments, and authorities. People, deliberately, are an entity unto themselves. And God DOES NOT ACCEPT THAT! God never designed life so people could be so selfish, so self-sufficient, or individualistic! That is what sin brought into this world. And in this sinful world we continually see people reacting to one another with violence, abuse, manipulation, and emotional games. Hurt, lack of love, judgment, accusation, disunity, hatred are all at epidemic levels in society. 

The world, in which we live, finds no comfort in an all powerful, all controlling God. Instead He is the object of scorn, disinterest, rejection, and denial. But, He created a “new humanity”, the Church, to show (1)how wise He is, (2)how efficiently His new creation works to bring fulfillment to life.
Do we understand what this is saying? Do we also understand what this means for Bible-believing Christians in May of the year 2008 A.D.? It means that we are (by God’s own will) made to be the actual demonstration of how wise he is! We, the Church, are the actual evidence showing the way life is to be lived. 

· If people, and even angels, want to understand how to handle circumstances victoriously: they should look at the Church.
· If human beings and even angels, want to understand how to relate correctly and in unity with other people: they should look at the Church.
· If individuals, and even angels, want to understand God’s plan for this world: they should look at the Church.
If people look at the Church, God’s new mystery, they will dramatically see how things should be done in order for God’s perfect plan to work out. SO; WHY IS THAT NOT WHAT IS SEEN? Knowing that no one is perfect in this world (nor can they be), people discount the Church, repudiate its existence, and scorn its presence in society. Such thinking is SIN…IT IS AN ATTITUDE GOD HATES! It is the core of foolishness and it is destructive to all those who think like that, in the final result of living this earthly life. 

Now: take a deep breath! When we look at the Church God brought into being, (the people redeemed through the shed blood of Christ) why do we see no difference from the way of life followed by the world of humanity? The lines of distinctiveness between the world and the Church are totally blurred together.
· People, in the world, live for themselves. 
· People, in the church, often live for themselves.
· People, in the world, divorce and can’t grow in relationships.
· People, in the church, often divorce and can’t grow in relationships.
· People, in the world, cut corners and use and abuse others.
· People, in the church, often cut corners and use and abuse others.
· People, in the world, hold grudges and want their own way.
· People, in the church, often hold grudges and want their own way.
Where is the difference? Paul defines the key ingredient that is essential for God’s plan to work. It is found in verse 12, “In Him and through faith in Him, we may.     approach God with freedom and confidence”. When the people, who actually are participating in the Church, find their lives committed to being centered on Christ and living by faith in Christ, it works! When the people, who are actually not participating in the Church, find their lives committed to being centered on their own agendas and plans and living by their own capabilities and control, it doesn’t work!
When the world does not see any difference between themselves and the Church,
the reputation of God is tarnished. When the world does not see any difference between themselves and the church, they are clueless about how to live life victoriously, or abundantly, as the new Testament describes it. Those two results come into play! There is much at stake in terms of how those of us who are Christians live our lives. When we live in our own strength, interest, power, and focus, We bring dishonor and repudiation on our God. AND God pronounces judgment on Israel in the Old Testament for doing that. AND God pronounces judgment on the church in the new Testament for doing that.

If a Christian thinks that they can live life on their own independence and no one gets hurt, they are mistaken. God says they so smudge the reputation of God before watching beings that “they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting Him to public disgrace”. (Hebrews 6:6)

To not be filled with the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to control our lives, is to not let Him produce the fruit of the Spirit in us: “love,  joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control”. (Galatians 6:22-23)

AND, not only do we affect the reputation of our God, whichever way we live, BUT, we affect our own lives and the lives of other believers. The stakes are high! The chain is as weak as the weakest link. The team is as strong as the least skilled player. 

The church is God’s plan, his creation, His will for all believers. And when someone comes to know Christ as Savior, they are placed in the Church: whether or not they like or dislike it. As such they have a responsibility to be an active part of the church and take into account how their life and activity affects the body of Christ; the Church. God, Himself, is keeping the books. 
People think that to belong to the Church is to infringe on their freedom and erode their confidence. They don’t even like some of the brothers and sisters in the Church. But God says in the next chapter coming up that “we are to live a life worthy of the calling we have received. We are to be COMPLETELY humble and gentle, we are to be patient, bearing with one another in love, (even when the other one is a pain). We are to make EVERY effort to keep the unity of the Holy Spirit through the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3)

The whole Body of Christ (the Church) is affected by each Christian. There is no room for defeatism. There is no room for carnality. There is no room for lukewarmness. There is no room for lack of commitment. There is no room for opposition to the Church. God is expecting UNCONDITIONAL COMMITMENT to Him and to His “new creation” The Church! How are we doing in this regard?     
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