“THE MYSTERY BROKEN OPEN”
Ephesians 3:1-6

I have mentioned to several people before beginning this series of sermons on Ephesians, that this portion of the Bible could be called “God’s blueprint for His church”! Here, God’s accurate viewpoint on human culture and its hope is described with the words: “It’s a mystery”. BUT, WHAT IS GOD COMMUNICATING HERE? Today, we explore the word “mystery”, as God uses it.

A. THE DEFINITION OF THE MYSTERY.
Let’s begin by recognizing how God uses this word in the Scriptures! The actual definition behind this word is: “The secret thoughts, plans, programs, and activities of God; which are hidden from human beings until God chooses to reveal them.” In the pages of Ephesians, Paul identifies that he is sharing GOD’S INVENTION OF THE CHURCH. 

We often see, in the Old Testament, God using a prophet to open up meaning for someone who does not understand what God is doing. Take for example, the prophet, Daniel. Daniel was a captive in Babylon. The king of the land had recurring dreams that were a mystery to him. He heard that a prisoner (Daniel) could explain or reveal the meaning of dreams and so he called the prophet to interpret his dreams. When Daniel did this, the “mystery” was cleared up. This is how God often worked in Israel’s history. 

In the New Testament, Paul often speaks of this new mystery. In Romans 16:25-26, we read; “Now to Him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY HIDDEN FOR LONG AGES PAST, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey Him…”

In Ephesians 1: 9 we read; “He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times had reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.”
In this third chapter of Ephesians we see the mystery spoken of again. In verse 3, we read, “the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.” In verses 4-5, we read, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed.” In verse 6, we read; “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.” Paul says in verses 7 & 9, that he “became a servant of this gospel (new news) to make plain to everyone the administration (implementing) of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.” The final clincher is found in verse 10, where we read; “His intent was that now, THROUGH THE CHURCH, the manifold (extensive) wisdom of God should be made known…”

DO YOU SEE WHAT I SEE? The culture in which we live is filled with people who do not see their predicament. Their response to Christians is usually, “Where’s God? I don’t see Him! Christianity is a crutch at best but in reality, a myth, a fairy tale.” All around us is hopelessness, despairing evil, and doomed futility. It appears to most folk, AND EVEN SOME CHRISTIANS, that God is gone and no longer around if He ever was in the first place! 

Well, according to the writer of Ephesians God gave him a new revealing of a plan that was hidden. The plan was the creation or invention of the church. The church is God’s answer, God’s gift of hope, God’s answer to the dilemma of human culture.
B. THE NEW HUMANITY: THE CHURCH.

The entire story of Christianity is that God stepped into human history and, because “He loved the world”, He is actively involved in solving the problems and issues of the human race. Again, I want to call your attention to verses we have already discovered. In chapter 2, verse 15, we read; “God’s purpose was to create in Himself one new man”. In chapter 3, verse 6, we read; “Gentiles are heirs together with Jews members together of one body & sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.” 
Before God invented the church, (following Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection): 

· The world of humanity is characterized as saturated with enmity and hostility. 
· The human race is pictured as divided. 
· People are described as being at odds with one another. Everyone is seen as suspicious. 
· Mortals are identified as being surrounded by deception. 
WHAT A DESCRIPTION OF THE WORLD WE LIVE IN TODAY! BUT, Christ Jesus has produced a miracle. He has, through His sacrifice, created a new humanity that’s different. It is a group of people who are filled with hope, encouragement, joy, acceptance, love & unity! Through the shed blood of Jesus and the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit, God brings the diversity and differences of His people together to form “one new man”! (Ephesians 2:15) 
What we have been shown, in the pages of this New Testament book, is that the church is God’s mystery now created as God’s answer to the problems of people. The church IS NOT outdated, obsolete, or irrelevant! We could use a variety of word pictures to hopefully make this “MYSTERY” come alive for us.
The church is a rope of many threads. The Body of Christ is a fire of a multitude of hot embers or coals. The Living Temple of God is a mural of a host of brush strokes. Put it however you’d like: THE CHURCH IS FOR TODAY & UNTIL THE RETURN OF THE LORD!

But, there is one more issue we must bring out in today’s message!

C. THE INDWELLING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
You might have listened to what I imparted to you in the last few sentences and immediately reacted by saying, “Wait a minute! The church is still doing things the way it has always done it. And the ways of the church have not changed with the times. The methods don’t touch people where they are at. The church today is boring, bland, out-of-touch, and a waste of time!”

Well; to be perfectly honest the church has two realities that must be faced in the year 2008 A.D. 
· First of all, the message of the church; (God’s plan of salvation), is still valid for today! But you are right if your criticism of the church has to do with methods. To do church, today, as it was done in the 1950’s is to fail to even touch people in this “Post-modern time”. The importance of the church is still completely paramount in terms of God’s viewpoint. People need the church and Christians MUST be actively involved in church life! But how it is done must be ever changing. Many missionaries have gone out to other cultures with the structure that churches must be established with Sunday School, Sunday A.M. worship, and Sunday P.M. service, followed by Wednesday P.M. Prayer meeting. I was raised in that structure in the 1950’s also. But put that in the culture of people who have to walk 3 hours to get to a worship service before walking 3 hours to get home and do the chores and it doesn’t work.

There are so many things that once had an impact on people, in a different time, but now they are still being done when the times have changed. And those old ways of doing things are now seen as boring, bland, out-of-touch, and a waste of time. IT IS BECAUSE PEOPLE HATE TO CHANGE. And so often we come to the place of believing that “how we do things” is as important as “what we believe” AND there is no connection there at all. The church has always had difficulty changing down through the generations BUT IT DOES NOT DILUTE THE FACT THAT GOD INVENTED THE CHURCH TO BE IN PEOPLE’S LIVES!

· Second of all, the membership of the church MUST NOT waver in its participation in church life. 21st Century America has intensified people’s use of time. Humans over-saturate their lives with way too non-essential activities. Therefore, church life gets the leftovers. And Christians are totally stressed with way too many events in their lives. Stewardship of time is no longer relevant to people. The church has lost its meaning in many peoples’ perspective. It’s time for people to realign their thinking with God’s thinking.
As we view God’s blueprint for the church in weeks ahead we will learn more. At least you have been informed about God’s view of mystery. I hope and pray that you decide to live your life God’s way, as I must do as well!
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