“WHY GOD MAKES SOME PEOPLE CHRISTIANS”
Ephesians 2:4-10

Sports competition preoccupies much of our nation’s attention in this culture. Many sporting events have a halftime. For the fans it is a time of questionable entertainment, but it is actually designed so the coach of each team can review what has transpired in the first half and adjustments can be made. The coach often uses this time to remind players of who they are and what they can do: in spite of the halftime situation. If the team is winning, the reminder is that the second half must be played to the maximum or the other team can still come back. If the team is losing, the reminder is that the game is not over yet and comebacks do occur and are possible.

For God to reveal His plan for the church (as He is doing in the book of Ephesians), it is halftime and He’s the coach. Whether God is specifically teaching us about our individual lives, or the health of our church, it is enough to say that some of us need to adjust our thinking. Some of us need to adjust our living. Some, perhaps, even need to show up and join the team.

In these verses we see God in the forefront! He is displayed with His very nature open to our understanding SO WE CAN SEE WHO WE ARE & OUR POTENTIAL IN LIGHT OF HIS CONTROL/ AUTHORITY IN OUR LIVES!

For the person who wonders what God is doing OR for the Christian who’s been touched by God, this passage spells out 2 dimensions of God’s involvement with man: (1)His actions and (2)His accomplishments.
GOD’S ACTION #1………. HE WAS MOVED BY MERCY!
Chapter 2 of this book has already shown us that in the human dilemma all people are dead in their transgressions and their sins. Without God in their lives all humans follow the ways of the world. Influenced by Satan, they gratify the cravings of the sin nature in actions and in thinking. But: God took action: HE WAS MOVED BY MERCY! I wonder if we understand what mercy truly is? There is a difference between “GRACE” and “MERCY”! The guilt of people draws forth grace. We don’t deserve forgiveness by God but His GRACE is aroused and He established a way to satisfy our guilt and declare us innocent. GRACE deals with our guilt. But it is His MERCY that deals with our misery! 
Parents know of this distinction. When a child suffers a cold and has a cough, sore throat, and watery eyes all that little one can do is throw his/ her arms around the parent and cry. That awakens the pity (mercy) of the parent and the adult tries to find a way to ease the misery. 
So, moved by MERCY toward us, God provided Jesus as the rescue to the human, sinful dilemma as an act of GRACE! Even Christians who live lives of discouragement, weakness, and inadequacy discover that God’s MERCY wants that changed! He’s not satisfied with us in that misery.
GOD’S ACTION #2……….HE WAS MOVED BY LOVE!

God’s mercy touches His love. How do we know that God loves? “He gave His only begotten Son”. Many of us miss the reality of love in this regard. The love known by the world is mostly affectionate feeling. All the current discussion on talk show counseling highlights people saying: “I don’t love him/ her any more!” Well it is because they don’t know what love is. LOVE IS NOT A FEELING! Love is an act of the will. Love is a choice. Love is a choice a person makes! When we love someone we respond to their need: not ours! Well; God loved us and did something about it! He came in humility, was rejected, hurt, tempted as we are, AND He took upon Himself the cross: NOT FOR HIMSELF, but for us! We hear today of all the accomplishments of mankind; yet, human misery and hurt continue as always. Mankind is helpless---“But God did something about it!” God broke through/ He did what was needed through His mercy and love!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

We have looked at God’s actions. Now we look at His accomplishments.
GOD’S ACCOMPLISHMENT #1…..HE MADE US ALIVE TOGETHER, WITH CHRIST!

The central truth of the Christian life is that when you believe in Jesus as your Savior, you are made alive in Christ. None of us probably know what your feelings were when it happened to you. For some folk it is very climactic. For others it is a quiet sensation at best. But at halftime, in this time of review, in the book of Ephesians, we must recognize that if we are Christians; God has made us alive in Christ. 
If we had a corpse here in front of the pulpit, the body would be without life. If one of us had the power to lay hands on that person and they came back to life here and now; it would be all over town in a couple of hours. National television would be here in our service next week. 
Well, that’s what God says happened, in Christ, to all Christians. Believers have passed from death into life, WITH CHRIST! 

The Bible has many similes to portray this. A Christian is said to be “born again”. Birth becomes a comparison. Spiritually, when we receive Christ as the means of our justification, we have received life from Him! This new life even reaches to attitudes. Unbelievers don’t want to come around church. It is uneasy to be with people who enjoy God’s presence. We shouldn’t expect them to come to church to find God. God reaches out to them (where they are) through His people.

But, when they come to know the Lord, they are to be different. They have come alive and are to have a sense of belonging with the rest of God’s family. They have been given life through the work of Christ. 
GOD’S ACCOMPLISHMENT #2…..HE RAISED US UP!
All 3 accomplishments listed by Paul are “WITH CHRIST”! All 3 accomplishments are past tense. When a person believes; these things occur. A person who becomes a believer is changed. They are never to be the same again. We are resurrected with Christ and now have victory over Satan and his forces. The resurrection of Jesus (and us with Him) brings a profound implication. In Jesus Christ, you are freed from having to say, “This ______ has control of me. I can do nothing about it!” You have been raised up in Christ! If you’re defeated by something: your own mind and sinful nature has robbed you of resurrection life. Let me give specific examples:


You might be living a life of non-accomplishment. There is no room for a resurrected Christian to come to the conclusion: “I can’t really change. I’m just the way I am and will always be that way.”


You might be living a life of chaos with no structure in how you use your time. There is no room for a resurrected Christian to come to the conclusion: “I can’t change. I’m just the way I am and will always be that way.”

Well: WAKE UP!!!!! Those thoughts are shackles & chains imprisoning you. If your life is in Christ & you have a relationship with him, get it in your head that you can start living a resurrected life. You don’t need to be defeated! You’ve been raised with Christ.

Dr. Lloyd John Ogilvie, former Chaplain of the U. S. Senate states: The resurrection gives us the power to live the new life in daily pressures. The celebration of Christ’s victory is for every moment, relationship, situation, or problem. We are alive forever and therefore truly alive RIGHT NOW. It happens when we die to control of our own lives and have been resurrected to a new dimension of living! We have become the dwelling of the Living Lord. We will never be alone again! He is with us and in us! We can face anything because the same power which raised Him from the dead is at work in us!
GOD’S ACOCMPLISHMENT #3…..HE SEATED US, WITH HIMSELF, IN THE HEAVENLY REALMS!

According to Bible scholar Charles Hodge, this location is “the place where God specially shows His presence & where Christians discover unity with Him, in this life NOW.” God is actively exercising His control & majesty with the citizens of His kingdom, under His authority, allowing Him to do a new work in their lives. In this sense we reign with Him! We are participants in Christ’s exaltation. 
Back to the sporting events illustration we started with: most coaches try to bring their team into a contest believing that they are already going to win the event. They begin the game with confidence! Well, in human strength, it is impossible to actually control such a sports competition. 
But: in the realm of spiritual things, WITH CHRIST, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE. If He is in control our life can be victorious. 

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME WE APPROACHED LIFE WITH THAT THINKING? If we see something that our congregation needs to do in terms of ministry: (God laid it on our hearts), let’s do it!!!! Why do we always play it safe? We must approach life victoriously! We should live life like children of the reigning King & not like nameless street orphans. I know that I sound a bit like a disciple of the power of positive thinking. But, it is time to quit being impossibility thinkers. It is time to expect great things from God. As we prepare to open the pages of God’s new mystery (as Paul defines it in Ephesians) we begin with a dose of reality in our view of life.   
For those who have a personal relationship with Christ WE ARE REIGNING WITH HIM! LET’S FREE OURSELVES UP FROM BONDAGE AND START LIVING LIFE, TALKING LIFE, THINKING LIKE WHAT WE TRULY ARE: CHILDREN OF THE KING!!!!!

There’s an old Lutheran hymn which we’ve had around for years and with this, I close. It states:

“Rise up, O men of God,

have done with lesser things;

give heart and soul and mind and strength,

to serve the King of kings!
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