“DO CHRISTIANS NEED THE CHURCH”
Ephesians 2:19-22

Someone once said “a picture is worth a thousand words”. What we see is often retained in our memory far longer than what we hear. Isn’t it exciting that when God wanted to communicate with humans, He wrote His message down. The Bible is God’s written word. It embodies the truth God wanted people to know. Anyone who spends time trying to understand language realizes that when words are used, verbally or grammatically, pictures are also given. 

We have already discovered that God invented “the church”. The Bible verses we have been looking at, for the last few weeks, informed us God had 3 reasons for inventing the church. 

He brought it into being because: 

(1)Before people are Christians they are alienated and separated from God and are alone by themselves; 

(2)Christians have been reconciled to God and to one another as God places them in the church, at their spiritual conversion;
AND NOW, THIRDLY, 
(3)Christians are interdependent with each other so they are to participate in church life!
IN ORDER TO COMMUNICATE THIS REALITY WITH PEOPLE, GOD USES FOUR WORD PICTURES TO SHOW WHAT THIS INTERDEPENDENCE MEANS.

· The Citizens of God’s People
· The Family of God

· The Temple of God

· The Dwelling Place of God

A. THE CITIZENS OF GOD’S PEOPLE!

The Greek word used here is “politeia” from which we get the word “politics”.(2:19) It refers to a political group, or nationality of people. There are Swedish people, Polish people, Mexican people, Afro-American people, Jewish people. This kind of identity is based on upbringing and culture. As Americans we understand this because this nation, throughout its history has been the “melting pot” of cultures and peoples. 

Yet, the Bible’s use here includes an understanding of “citizenship”. “A PEOPLE” is most dramatically seen when identified with a country. This word picture stands in contrast/ comparison to short term transients or resident aliens. God uses the reality of citizenship of a nation to communicate what it means to be a Christian. When someone comes to know Christ as his/her Savior, they are placed (BY GOD) in the church, and made citizens of God’s Kingdom. It is not something someone else makes happen. Just as I was born to an American family and a citizen of the USA at birth, so at one’s “spiritual birthday” Christians are citizens of God’s Kingdom.

This truth means that people who have placed faith in Christ have a new identity, they have new privileges, and they have unity with all the past Christians and all those yet to come. So much for a Christian deciding they can pick and choose whether or not to be independent of the church. God’s design is for INTERDEPENDENCE with other Christians to be the way of life in churches. That includes being an active participant in a local congregation. There you have it: word picture number one.  
B. THE FAMILY OF GOD!
The Greek word used in this second description of the church is the word for a household. (2:19) This word speaks of kinship and belonging. In Bible times extended families lived together much more than we do now in single dwelling America. The idea of “nuclear families” was not reality when this word picture was written to describe the church. Thus, when people become Christians, they are to find a local group of Christians, called a church, and be parts of the household; not outsiders!

Within the context of this word picture Christians are to:

· love one another, 
· accept one another, 
· value one another, 
· be responsible to one another, 
· share the name with one another, 
· be loyal to one another. 
That’s what family members do. How different from the family dysfunctions we see all around us, today! Wow! Is that ever different from, even, Christian thinking today! Yet, God’s word is saying that a change has taken place. God invented a mystery different from what He had for the human race previous to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. NOW: CHRISTIANS ARE MADE INTO A NEW PEOPLE OF GOD, AND A NEW FAMILY OF GOD!!!!! There you have word picture number two!
C. THE TEMPLE OF GOD!
The third picture God gives us concerning the church is for His people, His family to be HIS TEMPLE. (2:20-21) It graphically states that Christians are “in Him, Jesus Christ, they are joined together” as part of a building program that God, the Father is doing. And you know what happens in a holy temple. Worship takes place. Ministry takes place. Witness takes place. Do you understand what this is actually saying? THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A LONE RANGER CHRISTIAN! Christians are “JOINED TOGETHER”! Interdependence unfolds as God’s plan. As God’s temple the people who are Christians demonstrate a beauty of togetherness which becomes the focus of their witness and testimony to the watching, pagan world. Buildings are not erected with holes in the walls where bricks are missing. The bricks are attached to one another and the wall is strong. In 1 Peter 2:5 we read that Christians are “like living stones, being built into a spiritual house!”  
In Ephesus, at the time of this word being written, the Temple of Artemis was one of “the seven wonders of the world”. People from miles around traveled to this tourist attraction. No wonder it becomes one of the word pictures of the church used in this letter to the Ephesians. And so we have word picture number three. 
D. THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD!
Notice with me that as we come to the fourth word picture, God mentions that Christians “are being built TOGETHER to become a dwelling in which God abides by His Spirit.” (2:22)  STILL, we have an emphasis on unity, togetherness, interdependence! All four pictures have the same perspective.

Here, the picture speaks of an atmosphere where God makes His home. This teaches us that God, though He is everywhere, all at the same time, dwells with His people in their midst. In the Old Testament, God tried to show the Israeli people that He was “dwelling with them”, by placing the tabernacle in the middle of their camp. Now He dwells in Christians and TOGETHER Christians are God’s dwelling place. It is with Christians that God is intimate. It is with Christians that God finds His fulfillment. 

Let me burst your bubble: DELIBERATELY! This building is not God’s dwelling place. This building is not the church. The church is THE BELIEVERS WHO MEET HERE! And since God, the Holy Spirit indwells Christians He resides among us. We can never be in the same room and not have the Spirit. When we gather together the Spirit is in our midst. We are not perfect yet, and so we will sin, we will make mistakes, we will hurt one another, we will not always be the best example of Christianity: BUT the Holy Spirit lives among us and we are His!!!!! Word picture number four is now seen!
IF YOU HAVE ANY CLUE HOW YOU CAN READ THESE FOUR WORD PICTURES AND HOLD TO AN INDIVIDUAL FAITH AND INDEPENDENCE FROM THE CHURCH, YOU ARE SURE SEEING THINGS I DON’T SEE!!!!!

Summing it all up, if you are a nonbeliever in Jesus Christ, God’s Word tells you that you are an outcast. You have no belonging with anyone or anything. You are alienated from God and from other people. You have no personal, spiritual rights, regardless of what you’ve been taught. You are without hope. You are missing out on life as God designed it. He created you to be a part of a community of people. THE GOOD NEWS IS: YOU CAN BELONG!

If you are a believer in Jesus, don’t forget where you once were! Live a life of reconciliation! Get serious about being part of God’s Church! Give yourself to interdependence with other believers, as a priority! It is God’s way! You can belong! That’s why God placed you in the church: to belong!
YOU DO NEED THE CHURCH! 
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