“THE PAST IN CHRISTIANS’ LIVES”
Ephesians 2:1-3

As I get older I notice that strange things have occurred. For one thing my mirror has changed dramatically. In the morning, when I look in it, I see lines where once smooth skin used to be. I see bags under formerly youthful eyes. I observe less & less substance covering my head. My whole look is changing. AND I KNOW THAT THIS EXPERIENCE IS NOT MINE ALONE! The whole look of each of us is changing. It’s enough to drive a person to despair!

One reason many people don’t ever look at the Bible is that it even identifies itself as like a mirror. Often we avoid the Bible because we don’t really want to see what we’re like. But God gave us His Word so we would see the truth! The Book of Ephesians is a book holding a huge gulp of intense concentration designed to bring us to discover truth. It starts, as we have seen, with a look at the privileges Christians have been given by God. 
Now: secondly, we will spend a bit of time reviewing where we’ve come from. Then, following Easter we will see what’s in store for the church= God’s mystery revealed to Paul, so he could write this book.  Today: therefore, we look at 2 truths showing us WHAT WE USED TO BE LIKE.

1. THE PROFILE OF HUMAN BEINGS SHOWS US THAT WE ARE DEAD, WHEN IN OUR NATURAL STATE!!!!!

There are 2 basic components of death: (a) impotence and (b) corruption. With regard to impotence; in life we expect to move about, think, and go about life. A friend of mine, who is a mortician, tells me that the most disarming fact about viewing a dead body is seeing a body that’s impotent. It cannot move…cannot think…cannot respond to anything that is going on. When someone’s dead it is impossible to reach them, it is hopeless to try, it will not bring about a response.

The reason for mortuaries is that dead bodies deteriorate…they decay…they fall apart…they lose consistency…they rot…they smell. THE MARK OF DEATH IS CORRUPTION! How exciting to talk of such a morbid subject. Yet, Paul uses 2 words that define 2 realities in regard to these conditions of impotence and corruption. 
In the Greek it says: “you were dead in (1) transgressions and (2) sins”! The transgressions refer to missteps. It’s as if you were walking off a platform and missed the first step, stumbled and fell. Your intention was good, the result was wrong. That’s what humanity is like. Often, in life we are guilty of missteps. We don’t mean to end up missing the way, but that is what happens. We’re dead in transgressions. THAT’S IMPOTENCE! WE NEVER INTENDED TO TRANSGRESS BUT IT HAPPENED ANYHOW.
Add to that the sins! Sins are not the times we misstep and fail to do what is right. These are the acts when we deliberately choose to do wrong. Sin is a violation of truth that we know! Being dead in sins means we deteriorate! Many have been raised in the church with high moral standards. They have a tough time believing this passage even though actual life experience has shown them that such is the Christian dilemma. Many Christians see some things that they do now with utter disregard. Once they were horrified at the thought of doing them yet, they make a practice of sin, regardless of their conversion. At first they had an uneasy spirit when disobeying. Now there is no difficulty. Their life has followed a downward trend. It is the mark of death! Paul tells his readers they were once in that situation BUT now that needs to be changed. 

God’s mirror of mankind’s condition is that of increasing corruption. What a great way to understand what’s going on in America! NO OTHER PHILOSOPHY EXPLAINS HUMAN LIFE MORE ACCURATELY. I dare you: “PUT GOD’S VIEW UP AGAINST LIFE AND JUDGE FOR YOURSELF!” That’s the way it is!   
2. THE PROBING OF MANKIND SHOWS WHY THIS DEATH IS SO!!!!
There are 3 basic components of this death experience: (a) following the way of the world, (b) following the ruler of the kingdom of the air, (c) gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature!

In regard to following the way of this world, we are constantly pressured with a great drive to conform to the age in which we live. The human race is trying to live without God; trying to work out problems and accomplish everything with no reference to God. WE ALL FEEL IT! We hardly dare to be different. We are always pressured to conform. We even have given it a non-threatening phrase these days. We must be “POLITICALLY CORRECT!” Society rejects ANYONE these days who is noticeably different. If our culture finds a person sold out to Christ, that person will be hated, shunned, sued, opposed!

In regard to following the ruler of the kingdom of the air, we need to understand that we are not talking of the oxygen/ nitrogen atmosphere in which we live. In the Bible, the “kingdom of the air” is a world of evil beings headed by a ruler of incredible power and subtlety. He prowls around to create disobedience, confusion, deceit, and destruction. The reason for this phrase is that the air pervades our environment yet is invisible. So too, Lucifer and his forces are invisible yet continually present. His goal is to bring people to a disobedience of the truth that God establishes. The reality of this is that there is an evil being constantly saying to us: “When you see the truth; ignore it! It is stupid to believe such things!” Satan was this way in the Garden of Eden and he is doing the same deceitful activity now!

The word disobedience is seen in almost anything and everything our culture is about these days. It appears that when people in our land are told to do or not do something the first response out of their mouths is, “Why should I listen to you? Who do you think you are anyway, to tell me what to do or not to do? In fact, you need to give me the reason why first!” Disobedience has become a way of life in America today. 

Why is this former “angel of light” challenging every truth and law of God? He is bent on working for the demise of mankind. He attempts to bring disobedience into play because to bring destruction to the creation of God is an act of defiance, revenge, and hatred toward God, whom he rejects!!!!!

In regard to the cravings of our sinful nature, we once upon a time, before our conversion to faith in the Lord, were just like the disobedient as we lived among them. YOU NEED TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE SINFUL NATURE IS THE NORMAL HUMAN NATURE! It consists of two things: (a) the desires of the flesh, and (b) sinful thoughts.

Unless there is a major transformation in a person’s life, accomplished by God, these two maladies infect everything people do. As examples, eating is good, but when it becomes a craving it is gluttony and has grown into sin. Sleeping is good, but when it becomes obsessive it becomes laziness which is sin. Looking one’s best is good, but when it becomes a preoccupation it is pride, which is sin. Sexual expression is good; God designed it, but build life around it completely ignoring God’s set limits; and it is disobedient sin!

Add to this discussion; sinful thoughts and you now may have had attitudes of hurt and anger. When they became jealousy, envy, vengeance, bitterness, or a category we cemented a person in (mentally), it became sin and enslaved. When we built our lives around such thoughts, everything we did, related to such thoughts and that was slavery! Even when we enjoyed good things like hobbies, reading, travel, etc. and wrapped our lives around them so they occupied the majority of our time; such action sacrificed relationships, time, emotional energy, and balance. 
Notice that when all this happened we were just like the rest of humanity, we lived among them, AND according to this passage we were “by nature, objects of God’s wrath”. Paul, in Romans, informs people that the inevitable result of such desire and thinking is the wrath of God! If I decide to run into a wall, there is a natural consequence. I will be hurt! If I decide to walk off the church roof, there is a natural consequence. I will get hurt.

People understand this physically but they get upset when the discussion moves into the moral realm.  We hear people say, “That’s not fair: 

· Why shouldn’t I run off with my neighbor’s wife? 

· Why shouldn’t I undercut the reputation of someone to get ahead? 

· Why shouldn’t I get special treatment? 

· Why shouldn’t I find the happiness I deserve? 

· Why should I experience evil results from disobeying? 

· Why can’t I gossip and tell juicy bits about her? 

· Why shouldn’t I get people’s attention? 

· Why can’t I use sarcasm or mockery to refer to someone else?

I know God has this standard, but it’s not convenient for me to do that! Why should He punish me?” 
Well, evil results come from disobedience. Relationships suffer as does our health! Paul says “by nature” we were all born this way. Such a human nature tears down dignity. That’s man’s hopeless condition. The human race struggles to correct itself, but never succeeds! There is no escape, but for verse four…”But God…” That will be our message in two weeks!
FOR NON-CHRISTIANS, THERE IS NO HOPE WITHOUT A TRANSFORMATION BROUGHT ABOUT BY GOD! FOR CHRISTANS, THEY ARE TO EXPERIENCE A WHOLE NEW WAY OF LIVING THAT EMBODIES OBEDIENCE!!!!!  
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