“THE MYSTERY OF GOD”
Ephesians 1:9-10

One of the realities of life in the United States of America, in the 21st Century, is the majority opinion that there is a God; yet what He looks like, what He does, or what place He has in this “post-modern” world is up for grabs. Even many Americans, who believe in God, clearly think that either He is an idea which has become rather old-fashioned, or He only has a bearing on our lives when we are in need or trouble! At best simply accept Jesus in a word of prayer and then do your own thing! The idea that a personal, actively participating God literally has anything to do with someone’s life is REALLY OUTDATED!
It is interesting, as we move into a preaching series on the Biblical book of Ephesians, that Paul begins a letter talking about the activity of God, the Father/ God, the Son/ and God, the Holy Spirit. Previously, we discovered that God, the Father chose those who become Christians to be His children.  We find this absolute truth in verses 4, 5, & 11. He did this before the planet Earth was formed. 
Last week, we discovered that God, the Son (JESUS), REDEEMED Christians through His spilt blood. Now, we continue to learn of Jesus’ involvement in Christians’ lives by discovering that He redeems people by means of forgiving their sins, which is all an expression of HIS grace. These two ideas are defined as the key ingredients to the redemption of last week. So, even though you might think this is pretty basic information; we will not take it for granted at all. You see, the great majority of Americans living today do not even consider sin to be a fact! Nor do they think they have a sin problem at all! To be perfectly realistic, most people who live around us believe that human beings are essentially good! That is not the Bible’s presentation: but it is the popular notion of people.

Well, that sets the stage doesn’t it? All of this is the foundational information we must take as fact in order to open up a “MYSTERY” message that Paul received from God, “by Revelation”. The facts we have mentioned in the last four minutes are not up for debate as far as the Bible is concerned. They are reality! Paul reviews them in order to learn that God, since the time of writing this book, is actually participating in peoples’ lives in ways He did not do it before. So, hang with me! We will dig into this new work once we finish our reminder of what the Godhead has already done and is doing!

The actual word used here for (SINS) means: “missteps, misdeeds, tragic hurtful blunderings that we do which end up wrong, devastating and they scar our spiritual dimension of life.” That definition covers the scope of what is referred to as the Biblical idea of “SIN”! The Greek word for (FORGIVENESS) means: “dismissed…set aside, no longer on the record books!” To put it in plain language, every person on Earth has sinned and has a guilty awareness of deliberate acts and choices they have made. They are like chains that bind people in a spiritual prison. Just as Adam and Eve tried to “hide from God”, following their disobedient choice, every human being since tries to hide from God, from others, and from themselves. Sin causes people to withdraw because of guilt and embarrassment. TO BE HONEST: MOST PEOPLE TODAY WOULD TELL YOU: “THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH ME! I’M JUST FINE!” But, the Bible says, “No you are not! You’re a sinner! Everyone is a sinner! AND this sin problem everyone has requires Forgiveness. The “Core” of sin is PRIDE. God says don’t do this or do that. And a person says “No” to God! We do not have that right but we choose to say it to Him anyhow! The pattern of life all around us is for people to mostly ignore God and do their own thing. And with sin in their lives people become secretive, suspicious, negative, and private. Tragically, we, Christians, know the pattern too well also!

When Jesus enters a person’s life He dismisses the sins present in that one’s life. That individual is cleansed and the mark of sin eradicated, erased, thrown away. The Bible elsewhere tells us that “He who knew no sin was made sin for us!” There is no way to achieve the purpose of life by ourselves. Jesus bought us back by making us the objects of His love. We have nothing to do with this redemption but to accept it. And we find out that when we accept it, it was because God gave us the capability to accept it. We can’t make the analogy stand on all points but it is an illustration to help us understand. Jesus purchased us (liberated us) with His own life blood. It was a heavy penalty required by our sin. “The wages of sin is death!” 

Jesus shed His sacrificial blood in your place and in mine. How can God remain just and consistent while dismissing the guilt of sin? It is through the blood of Christ. The cross is not pleasant. Blood is never pleasant. It is sticky, messy, sickening…some can’t stand the sight of blood! And this is not what this book of the Bible is all about. These are the facts that this book is based on. 

THE WHOLE BUSINESS OF A BLOODY SAVIOR IS OFFENSIVE TO MOST BECAUSE THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY GOD DEMANDS SO HIGH A PRICE FOR FORGIVENESS. Again, the Bible states: “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins!” Blood underlines the realness of our guilt. JESUS DIED BECAUSE WE TOTALLY DESERVE TO DIE! Human beings are not well-intentioned people who stumble into sin. People choose to disobey God’s law and people are liberated only through the shed blood of Christ.

Quickly, our last point today: All this basic truth about human life is: “ACCORDING TO HIS RICH GRACE”. The Bible says: “It is not by works of righteousness that we are saved, but according to His mercy!” 

I don’t deserve this gift! I can’t EARN this gift! God’s not obligated to do this! Here we read, He “LAVISHED” this upon us. He heaped it on more and more. The definition used here means He repeated giving portions over and over and over and over again!

We’re not just talking of the initial time of conversion but the ongoing forgiveness Christian’s receive. God doesn’t give a clean slate to people at the moment of conversion and then they are on their own. MANY CHRISTIANS GET CONFUSED HERE, BECAUSE THEY LIVE AS IF THAT STATEMENT IS TRUE! God accepts me when I accept His free gift of grace and He keeps accepting me…keeps lavishing grace on me….keeps forgiving me. 1 John 1:9 tells me that when I confess my sin, Jesus keeps right on forgiving me! 

It is an absolute travesty, tragedy, stupidity to live in guilt and unconfessed sin. God offers us liberation through Jesus’ shed blood: when I reach out in the faith He gives me, and make the provision of grace mine. He accepts me at that point in time! I am a child of God. If you are a child of God who has been redeemed, we together are continually accepted as His children; always receiving forgiveness and cleansing. God gives us the Holy Spirit to live and work in us. We will discover that next week.

Let me conclude our time in God’s Word this morning with a story, told to a group of pastors by a youth leader in a conference down in Southern California, several years ago. He was told at the age of 35 that he had terminal cancer. This information was not known by the worship leader who asked him to come to the front of the congregation and lead in a closing word of prayer; following a communion service. This is what the youth leader told us! When asked to pray he said, “I’d like to give the benediction by singing it for you.” He reached for his guitar and as he adjusted the strap over his shoulder he related that he was raised in the streets of the city. He kicked around just barely making it through high school. He related that he had no family life to speak of and spent 6 years of his life on heroin. With the soundness of his body destroyed and now realizing it was the foundation for the cancer coursing through his body, at this early age he gave his being to sin, desperately despairing of life. 

Someone told him of Jesus and he listened for the first time to the “good news of the gospel”. He was told that Jesus could liberate him from sin through the Savior’s shed blood. He was told that by accepting forgiveness through Jesus he had meaning and worth. This young man gave his life to the Lord and took 4 years preparing himself for youth ministry. He longed to help youth avoid the cesspool of life he had known. With that he sang these words:

“I AM SO GLAD THAT MY FATHER IN HEAVEN TELLS OF HIS LOVE IN THE BOOK HE HAS GIVEN. WONDERFUL THINGS IN THE BIBLE I SEE- THIS IS THE DEAREST; THAT JESUS LOVES ME. 

THOUGH I FORGET HIM AND WANDER AWAY, STILL JESUS LOVES ME WHEREVER I STRAY. BACK TO HIS DEAR LOVING ARMS I WOULD FLEE, WHEN I REMEMBER THAT JESUS LOVES ME. 

O, IF THERE’S ONLY ONE SONG I CAN SING, WHEN IN HIS BEAUTY I SEE THE GREAT KING. THIS SHALL MY SONG IN ETERNITY BE; O WHAT A WONDER THAT JESUS LOVES ME! 

I AM SO GLAD THAT JESUS LOVES ME: JESUS LOVES ME, JESUS LOVES ME. I AM SO GLAD THAT JESUS LOVES ME: JESUS LOVES EVEN ME!”      
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