“THE FORGIVENESS OF GOD”

Ephesians 1:7-8

So often, in life, people are given warnings. Amazingly, warnings often seem to be taken negatively. Intended to give an advantage to people so that they will be prepared for possible situations, it appears most folk do not like warnings. It might cramp their style of life. We have seen this in recent days here in the North State. The winter weather has brought flooding, power lines have come down, and people have been inconvenienced. All of the above clearly brings us face to face with things we have to cope with. We usually are not happy with such events! It means we have to change the normal routine and give attention, resources, time, and energy to matters that we don’t have time for. Simply put, we can’t live on “automatic pilot”. 

We are in the opening verses of the marvelous book of God’s Word: Ephesians. There is much to read and learn. Let’s review where we’ve been in the first two messages! Verses 3-6 of Chapter 1 describe the work of God, the Father in Christians’ lives. Verses 7-12 portray the work of God, the Son in the lives of believers. Verses 13-14 summarize the work of God, the Spirit in the same lives. Today and next week we will focus our attention on the work of God, the Son: Jesus.

It is wonderful that we just worshipped God around the Table of Communion, for that also reminds us of the Savior’s work. The Apostle Paul speaks of Jesus doing three things in the lives of people of faith: (1) He redeems them through His blood, (2) He forgives their sins, and (3) He offers them grace. We will take a few moments to highlight the first of those three this morning!

The New Testament books were mostly written in the Greek language. And when we come to language, words are very important. The word used here is the word “Apo-lu-tro”. It is historically translated to mean REDEMPTION. I find, however, that though that is a very appropriate translation, our words continuously change in how we use them. Many people have either categorized a word, here; (“religious”) emptying it of its meaning: OR, they have even completely taken it out of their vocabulary of everyday conversation.

The core idea of this word is “LIBERATION”. It comes from the idea of releasing someone upon receiving a ransom. This word actually signifies active deliverance, or setting at liberty. Someone is kidnapped, locked up, or held against their will. The person being held has no freedom. They need to be redeemed! 

This word is not a word used in everyday conversation in America any longer. Most Americans have freedom. In the Bible it is a rare word. It is only used 10 times in the New Testament. In secular Greek writings, it is used even less. What is it that Jesus has done for all people? The word is tied to forgiveness. OOPS! That will create even more confusion! Most people today have a complete misunderstanding of forgiveness. Today, when someone has done something wrong and they come to a person they have hurt and apologized, they are told “That’s okay! There is no problem.” Instead of forgiving people we slough off their admission of guilt and just treat the offense as if it is “no big deal”. Quite often when we have a chance to respond to such a confession, we hang on to the other’s deed and do not truly wipe it from the record. Thus, relationships do not get redeemed. Instead, an obstacle remains between the parties involved.

Now, as we find the word used in Ephesians 1, it not only means Jesus has removed a person out from under the control of sin; but, also, the GUILT is ALL GONE! Redemption means also being liberated from the penalty of sin. That is a key issue for us to understand! Jesus has not “redeemed us” thereby giving us the power to be moral. The redemption idea is that the Lord paid a price (HIS OWN LIFE) to remove the guilt of our sin and by doing that He restored a broken relationship with us and God.
The modern idea we get from people in our culture is that people are not really to blame for their misdeeds. They misbehave because of their environment, their circumstances, their families, their genetics, etc., etc., etc. Our neighbors, our parents, our kids, our pressures are responsible for our misdeeds. IT IS NOT OUR FAULT! Well folks! That is ludicrous! If there is sin in our lives (and by the way the Bible tells us “all have sinned and fallen short of the mark”) the guilt for that is resting solely on the person who has sinned. There is no escape from guilt. The conscience inside of us let’s us know WE KNOW WE ARE GUILTY, WE KNOW WE’VE CONSENTED WILLINGLY TO SIN’S TEMPTATIONS! The reason there is no escape from guilt without Jesus’ blood is because it ALONE faces guilt squarely and does something about it. 

The Gospel states emphatically WE are to blame for our sin! The redemption of Jesus doesn’t dodge our guilt! It faces us squarely with the fact of our guilt, our willing cooperation with sin and its desires. AND YET (GET THIS), THE BIBLE ARGUES THAT THE PRICE Jesus paid FULLY PAYS the cost of our guilt. When we respond to such redemption, our guilt is forever removed from the record books. 

We cannot look at the cross and say God looks lightly on sin! In that gory, bloody event of history (WHICH WE JUST LOOKED AT AGAIN AT THE TABLE) we see God will NEVER, EVER put up with evil.

But, the price has been paid. The guilt has been fully taken care of! Let’s illustrate it in a very down-to-earth way!

You have a gold pocket watch. It used to belong to your grandfather. Now it is yours. You need extra cash so you go to a pawn shop. You tell the pawn broker that in 2 weeks you get paid and you will buy the watch back. He then gives you an agreed upon amount of money and holds the watch for the 2 weeks.

During that time the watch is useless- You can’t use it.- The pawn broker can’t use it and- he can’t sell it.

We understand that it is “in hock”! 

In two weeks, or before, you buy it back; you REDEEM it. It is restored to usefulness. The record is clean. There is no more claim for the pawnbroker. You paid him back and the watch is redeemed!

That’s what Jesus did for the believer in His provision. The Bible states that it is “Not by works of righteousness, which we have done, but according to His mercy, He saved us!” “We are not our own, we have been bought with a price!” In our natural, human condition we are useless for what God designed our lives to be.

Dear people? That’s the beginning of Biblical salvation! The mystery that Paul is going to unfold starts there. Heaven help us if we even think of taking such an action of God the Son lightly! 

I must add one more thing that haunts many who are a part of the “mystery of God: the Church”! If we reach out, by faith, and accept this provision of Christ, we must understand and accept the reality that accepting REDEMPTION from the Lord means we let the guilt go when we confess our sin to the Lord. Way too many Christians follow the wrongful thinking of the Galatians. They accept Jesus as their Savior and then still feel so guilty that they design their life to earn or deserve God’s acceptance: based on works. Redemption is solely an action of God. All we can do is respond to such activity by faith believing that God is telling the truth when His Word teaches redemption. A LIFE OF BELIEVING FAITH IS IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S REDEMPTION; NOT THE MEANS BY WHICH WE DESERVE TO BE REDEEMED!

This is all linked to forgiveness and grace. We will explore those next week! Let me sum it all up with the understanding that unless someone is redeemed by the Lord, they have no place in God’s family! If you have not been redeemed but this makes sense to you, it means God has given you the capability to understand this purchase He offers. You have the potential to be a receiver of the gift of faith so you can become redeemed. If you haven’t had that happen yet now would be the day! You no longer have to be in bondage to your sinful nature. You can be LIBERATED: FREED: RELEASED FROM SPIRITUAL PRISON. 

Galatians 3:23-25 says “Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law!” Simply put: we can be purchased out of the slave market of sin: into new life in Jesus Christ. If you need help discovering this please see one of us after the service so you can be REDEEMED!  
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