“WHAT MUST WE DO WITH THE CHURCH?”
Ephesians 1:22-23

There is a skepticism in American culture today. It pervades almost every single dimension of this political Republic. This skepticism finds its disillusionment in government, in schools, in family life, in traditions, in the media, in the medical world, AND in the church. I have only scratched the surface. In the “Post-Modern” world in which we live MOST EVERY institution, organization, and body of people is suspect. Like it or not: any structure of people appears to be tolerated at best!
Watergate, the FBI, Law Enforcement, the NCAA, the NAACP, the Civil Liberties Union, the School Board, the Board of Supervisors, the Democrats, the Management Team at work, the Republicans, the Union Leadership, AND the Denomination OR Church Hierarchy: ALL HAVE BEEN PLACED IN A POSITION OF SUSPICION!!!!! And many Americans have no confidence, no respect, no desire for any organization to have a place of authority in life today! I saw a license plate holder this week which stated: “All authority is evil!” 
In many instances, organizations are accepted only as far as they help a person get on with their own life. But if they make any demands, or place any responsibilities on people; they are UNACCEPTABLE! Welcome to life in the United States of America in the 21st Century! The end result of such disillusionment with authority and structure has caused most people to turn inward and “look out for number one!” 
In the New Testament book of Ephesians we find a different perspective. In fact, the Bible is the written, infallible, complete Word of God: according to the orthodox church. From the Day of Pentecost in approximately 30 A.D. until the last two generations of the human race the Bible has been accepted as the authoritative, all-encompassing revelation of God to mankind. But the key to this opening observation I am making today is that such realities are OFTEN no longer accepted by many of our contemporaries. 

Let me add one more aspect to this assessment of life in America today. At the very least, the children of people who have been in the life of the above mentioned organizations “by and large” reject Mom and Dad’s acceptance of such authority. In the church, (which is where I find the necessity of spending my time today) this is especially true. Americans, from their 50’s down to the age of children, particularly find NO NEED for the church in their life. This is reflected in a lack of church attendance, a lack of personal giving to God’s work, a lack of daily attempting to live by faith, and a lack of a desire to bring God into account as one deals with life’s circumstances.

In the verses before us today: Ephesians 1:22-23, we find what God thinks about all of this. They tells us two things!!!!! (1) God, the Father has placed ALL things under God, the Son’s feet and appointed Him to be “HEAD” over EVERYTHING for the church: (2) The church is God, the Son’s “BODY”…the FULLNESS OF HIM, who fills everything in every way! 
Now, if you haven’t been totally turned off by what you’ve heard so far; I invite you to explore with me the two truths about the church embodied in these verses. (I have to add an observation to all of this that sobers our thinking at this time.) I am sharing this information from the Bible to, at best, a hundred people, in of all places, a meeting in a church service. To share this same truth in our society today: to stand on the corner of two streets anywhere in America, would invite ridicule and sheer, raucous laughter from many in the crowd and a simple shaking of heads by most! And, many Christians today state they do not need the church!
A.) JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OVER EVERYTHING FOR THE CHURCH!

The statement I just shared with you seems to be pretty straight-forward doesn’t it? Simply put: ANY church and ALL churches (committed to the God of the Bible) are governed, run by, under the supervision, CONTROLLED by the Lord, Himself! The word “head” speaks of authority! So: 

· when people turn their back on the church, 

· when people want things to be their own way at church, 

· when people fit the church into convenient time, 

· when people run roughshod over the relationships at church, 

· when people live together instead of being married,
· when people don’t open their Bibles between Sundays,
· etc…etc…etc 

We get the picture? The Bible teaches that God, the Father is NOW making known to us His will to bring ALL things IN HEAVEN AND EARTH together under ONE HEAD, EVEN CHRIST! (v.10) In today’s culture, we see people continually actually trying to control things. But unfortunately we see it also happening in the church. Though verse 22 specifically informs us that Christ is the head of the church, today’s church is filled with many people who are attempting to “be in control”. Some try to control their own lives! Some try and control other peoples’ lives! Still others try to make sure church is done their way! Add to that the number of people who once were in church but now have left for their own reasons and you see the mess the church is in today. COME ON FOLKS! WHO’S THE LORD, ANYHOW?
Forget about what the Lord; the Head of the church thinks. Everyone has their own agendas, their own grudges, their own feelings, their own way of living life. And Christians, many times, who know there are truths of God that are ABSOLUTE, make exceptions in their own lives: BECAUSE they are in control. So much for the Head of the church telling them what to do!

Notice that this passage tells us that ALL things are under His feet. He is over EVERYTHING FOR the church. There does not seem to be much elbow room in the will of God for a Christian to determine, on their own, what they ought to do, how often they are to do it, or who gets to take the lead. 

· Jesus is the one who is to control the church schedule. 

· Jesus is to control the church music. 

· Jesus is to control the church programs. 

· Jesus is to control the church membership. 

· Jesus is to control the ministries people are involved in

· Jesus COMMANDS Christians to be baptized
· Jesus COMMANDS Christians to NOT forsake meeting together

· Jesus COMMANDS Christians to give themselves to continual prayer

· Jesus COMMANDS Christians to go and make disciples

I wonder what would happen if every church in America (beginning with us) would take the time to evaluate what they’re doing, how they’re doing it, and why they’re doing it? Add to that the incredible creativity of our Lord who clearly is not restricted to do things the same way they were done for years and years and years.

All of this leads us into our second observation.

B.) THE CHURCH IS THE FULLNESS OF JESUS FILLING EVERYTHING!
The entire family of God: all Christians everywhere, specifically all members of a local congregation are to make their top priority= being the fullness of Christ. This fullness is to complete or encompass every dimension of life. The church must realize that it is filled by Christ not only with His own life and presence,, but also with the gifts and blessings He gives to them. 
Along with this information the church shows Jesus to the world. But there is a snag to this reality. The church can only show Jesus to the world when it is completely filled with Him and all the grace He bestows. In simple terms, these two verses tell us that Christ is over the universe and totally present within His church, in the universe. This carefully balanced statement of Jesus’ role is designed to encourage people of the church to be ACTIVELY alive in the world. 

· Who we are, 

· How we live our lives, 

· The place He has in our lives, 

· What we do,  

· What we say, 

· What we feel, 

· How we respond, 

· What we feel, 

· How we handle circumstances,
· How we get along with others,

· How we cope with difficulties,

· How we forgive…..

It all shows Jesus to our world. Your life, my life, our lives together, show off the Savior. So, by seeing you and me and us our world either sees an awesome, living Lord Jesus; or someone they are not interested in getting to know. And that puts you and me and us right in the midst of a fish bowl. 3 VERY IMPORTANT FEATURES COME OUT AT US FROM THESE VERSES! The church is not optional! A Christian living out the fullness of Christ in life is not optional! And the Christian living actively within the life of the church is not optional! If you want to argue the point: take it up with God! This is His Word: not mine! If you choose to disagree with what I’ve said this morning look at the words that are used in this chapter of Scripture and show me how they are different. Look at the context, the phrases used and correct me if you see them at odds with what we’ve established here. IF YOU FIND THE MEANING AS I’VE SUGGESTED THE VERSES FIT TOGETHER: Please, please show me how we can take them anyway but God’s clear, authoritative serious will for EVERY Christian! 

HE WHO HAS EARS TO HEAR LET THEM HEAR TO HEAR GOD’S HOLY WORD!!!!!!! 
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