January 29, 2012 

“WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CURSED!”
Galatians 5:16-18

 Romans 6:6-8, 11-12
There is a foundational tenet of Christianity which is pointedly expressed in the Bible. This dogma is one of the biggest reasons why a large majority of people reject the Bible and its message. Many reject just the verses found in the Bible which speak of this doctrine. Other verses are accepted as fine. A great number of folk, however, dismiss the Bible as God’s authoritative word because of these verses. The specific Biblical doctrine of which I speak is the belief in “original sin”! The declaration I am addressing is the belief that all humans are born with a fallen, contaminated sinful nature! Thus, no one is born innocent! Because of this Biblical position, it takes at least a few months after birth for an infant’s brain activity to piece together an attitude of disobedience or rebellion from authority, but it will occur just as naturally as learning to speak or walk. It is inevitable, according to the Word of God, for children to rapidly become sinners. The Bible teaches, “All (humans) have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. (Romans 3:23) Earlier in the same chapter of the Bible we are informed that, “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one!” (Romans 3:10-12) That declaration is very clear isn’t it? People refuse to believe this truth, though! They don’t and won’t accept any kind of God who would hold such a view. 
The alternative slant on human life, which is much more popular, is that everyone is born inherently good. This position fanatically holds there is no such reality as a sinful nature. Such a slant on life issues from a way of thinking called humanism. Humanism holds that all humans have the capacity to do anything and everything they desire by means of their own abilities. Thus, to humanists there is nothing to stymie a person’s attainment. All anyone has to do is rely on his/her own resources to succeed in life. Humanists see Bible-believing Christians as negative people. The bottom line of this conflict between Christianity and Humanism finds more popularity in a humanistic bent. Most folk will not accept the Christian view, because if they do, they have to believe they began life cursed. Who wants to believe such a negative starting point? Don’t you know we are supposed to think positively? To accept such a losing approach will doom one, automatically, to failure and who needs that?!
As a Christian leader I need to inform you the thrust of Christianity provides an answer for humanists who, in disillusionment, reach the end of life and find themselves asking, “Is that all there is?” The Bible message is that God is aware of the curse men and women are under. With such knowledge He loved His human creation enough that He personally inserted a plan within the corridor of human history to solve the dilemma of mankind’s curse. Our new series of sermons will take us on a journey discovering how God, once we reconcile to Him, has provided a method for us to be fruitful in this earthly life. However, before we embark on God’s answer for a fruitful life, we must revisit the dire predicament of those who, following conversion, still live under the control of their fallen, sinful nature which they’ve possessed since birth. 

Turning to Galatians 5:16-18 we read this, 16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
In basic terms let’s try and understand what transpires in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ. In order to be one of the Lord’s followers and a child of God, he or she must realize and admit they are a sinner and cannot help themselves become a success in life by themselves. They need God, and God alone, to forgive their sin and cleanse them of all unrighteousness. At that very moment (called conversion) this same person receives eternal life, is adopted into God’s family and receives the indwelling Holy Spirit in the inner life (called the soul). The moment after such a conversion God, the Spirit starts producing fruit in this new Christian’s life. The new believer needs to realize from then on that they are expected, by God, to be open to the Spirit’s work throughout the rest of earthly existence. That is how life can work out successfully. 

Notice with me that our verses instruct us the sinful nature does not roll over and play dead! In fact our original and still present sinful nature wants and desires what is contrary or against what the Spirit wants. Verse 17 informs us both “our sinful nature” and “the Spirit” are in “conflict with each other”. The end result can become “You do not do what you want”. You may really, really want to be fruitful and have a successful life. Fruitfulness is not available in life without God, the Holy Spirit actively producing fruit in your life. Christians, in other words, live within a war zone. On the one side our sinful nature raises its head of temptation and sabotage. On the other side a new nature, given by the Spirit, is stoked into flame by the indwelling member of the Godhead. And to think you and I actually thought living in a demilitarized zone was of recent vintage? Well, forget that! Believers in Christ, since the Day of Pentecost in around 33 A.D. have lived in the midst of a battle which is hotly contested. 

The story is told of a Navajo chief who accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior. A reporter once visited this Christian man and asked him, “You used to worship nature and all its elements as gods. Now you are a Christian. Can you explain how your life has changed because of this new faith?” The chief thought for a few moments and then responded in this fashion. He pointed at two dogs: a white one and a black one. He said to the reporter, “You see those two dogs of mine? It’s just like my new life in Christ. I still have my old nature just as I had that black dog first. He has always been very powerful. Now I have received a new nature just as I got this younger, new white pup. They usually don’t get along but fight each other.” The reporter was puzzled, but then he asked the chief, “They appear to be the same size and both seem to be healthy. What determines who wins when they have a fight?” A broad smile appeared on the chief’s face as he replied, “The winner is the one I say, ‘sic’ um to!’” 
Verse 18 informs us that God, the Holy Spirit is like the chief’s white dog. He will win every time when fighting the black dog of our sinful nature, if we submit to being “led by the Spirit”. If you and I are led by the Spirit we have moved from the rigid, dire way of life possessed by all sorts of corruption. We will learn all about that next week. The results of such a way of living will not succeed! Such a lifestyle will end in loss, destruction and failure. If, however, we allow the Spirit to be the commander in our lives, He will do His work within us producing a successful and victorious life!
Natural life throughout the world today exhibits people in despair, turmoil and defeat. God never intended people to live that way. This conclusion leads me to one more passage of scripture. It is found in Romans 6:6-8. There we read, 

“6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.” 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

Do you realize what is being said here by the same writer who penned the words in Galatians 5? Just as our Navajo chief understood about his white dog, so we are told to willingly remember continuously, “Our old self was crucified with [Christ]”. Add to that conclusion two more verses in Romans 6. In verse 11-12 we are told “11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.” In other words, say “Sic’ em” to your white dog. That is the secret to life as God intended it! We determine and commit ourselves to relinquish control of our lives to the indwelling Spirit and give him free reign to produce a many-sliced fruit in our lives.

In a wrap-up of our opening topic of the universal CURSE resting upon all human beings, you do not need to remain under such a damning curse! You can be free of all that! God wants you freed from that! The curse is where we all started, but we can “crucify our old selves” and refuse to “let sin reign in our mortal bodies”. 

The best way to be successful each day of our lives is by (as Galatians 5:25 tells us) “living by the Spirit” and “keeping in step with the Spirit”. With such scriptures clearly addressing God’s perspective on human life any confusion or mystery of how to live is ludicrous! The secret to life is understandable and ours for the taking. Now that you and I know what it means to be cursed, isn’t it time to throw the curse away? I think it’s long overdue! 

There are two possible decisions everyone in this room must consider. If you have not accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord; today is the day, now is the accepted time! John 1:12 teaches us, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”. We can show you how it happens before you leave this morning! If you have accepted Christ as Lord, but have not been open to the crucifixion of your old nature you have the opportunity to confess such sin and commit to “living in the Spirit”. We can pray with you for such a reconciliation to occur before you leave this service. The choice for either of these two options is yours to make! None of us can make either of these decisions for you. Are you tired of living a nonproductive life? If that describes your life right now; I need to inform you things can be dramatically different. Life was made for victory and victory can be yours today!                
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