December 26, 2010


“PRAYERS OF COMMITMENT”
(1 Peter 4:12-19)

This morning we return to the topic of prayer. It is fitting to look specifically at “commitment” as it relates to prayer. We are approaching a new calendar year. It is no surprise to us that many folk go through setting new goals for the upcoming twelve months. Usually such intentions are called “New Year’s Resolutions”. Once upon a time, in American culture, such commitments were made to God. Nowadays the best we see with people, in this regard, are intentions people make to themselves. If they fail to live up to such new commitments, they actually think they do not have to answer to anyone for another failure in life. 

Commitment is an interesting word in the English language. The 10th edition of Webster’s Dictionary defines commitment as; “An agreement or pledge to do something in the future, something promised”. In the case of a verb it means, “The state of being obligated or emotionally impelled”. If we, as Christians, are to live a life of prayer, we need to understand how commitment to God fits into the equation. We must know that God, the Holy Spirit, continuously works within our souls to grow us into new and deeper commitments. We are to give top priority to such things. Christians never arrive at perfect, while living this earthly life. That only comes at the Lord’s return for His church. Until then, we are in process. This means we must be open to an ongoing, personal commitment to progress.

It is important for us to see what prayer looks like when a child of God comes to God with a new commitment. Before we even begin the study of this topic of commitment, it is necessary for each of us to realize that a closed mind to change will never be acceptable to God. The Biblical doctrine of “sanctification” is wrapped up in the reality that God’s people will welcome, even long for, the Spirit to work in them, molding them into the image of Christ. All of which brings us to considering how a life of prayer includes “commitment” to God. It is more than making an oath or promise to God! It is continuously looking for commitments to give to God as we “EXPERIENCE HIS PRESENCE”. Let’s open the Word of God to 1 Peter 4:12-19.

READ 1 PETER 4:12-19
There are THREE things which stand out to readers here. 
I. CHRISTIANS ARE TO REJOICE WHEN LIFE IS TOUGH! 

(Verses 12-13)
Peter tells his readers to quit seeing difficulties and painful trials in life as strange. He boldly says, “Do not be surprised” when you undergo pain in life. He adds to his command, “As though something strange were happening to you”. This is not a call to be fatalistic when viewing life. It is a declaration that living for God will bring suffering. Living prayerfully will bring with it a full dose of bearing the pain of the Savior. Peter tells us to expect it, to anticipate it. When it comes; and it will, the response is not to get stressed out, not to worry about it, not to carry it as a burden. Often such pain seems to go on for a long time. The temptation of God’s people is to give up hope. Instead, the Apostle instructs us to rejoice in this partnership with the Lord. It is the part of this earthly existence which we go through now. There is a day coming when “His glory is revealed”! Though our lives labor through the suffering which happens because of the contamination of sin in our world; at most, it will usually last less than a hundred years. I am not being facetious when I say that such longevity is but a “drop in a bucket” compared to the scope of human history. 
There is so much that we don’t like as we live surrounded by moral filth lived out by many, personal degradation dished out by many and unfair situations which are so undeserved. All we ask for is dignity and respect from others. How can God ask us to tolerate such oppressive conditions received from society, acquaintances, friends and even family? We want to cry out; “Stop it, please! I cannot bear anymore! This is too much to deal with!” Do you realize, that when we cry out to the Lord in such terms: we are praying to a Lord who was beaten to a pulp, whipped, spat upon, stripped naked and hung on a cross, in public, as scum in front of passers-by next to the common gate of Jerusalem? Where is dignity and respect in that? Peter saw his Lord go through it all and yet he tells us to “Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ!” In fact we are going to see in this section of Scripture that we are to make a commitment to “Our faithful Creator” (Verse 19) which will deepen our resolve for obedience to Him in the midst of this difficult world. The first observation we make, is that we are to EXPECT our present life to be as it usually is: filled with pain, suffering and insult.

II. CHRISTIANS ARE TO WEAR GOD’S MARK PROUDLY!

(Verses 14-16)
Every once in awhile we hear people use a common figure of speech when they talk of “wearing a bulls-eye on their back or chest”. Well, folks that is what Peter relays to us in these verses. He delineates two potential reasons why we might go through personal pain. The first is, “If you are insulted (and worse) because of the name of Christ.” (Verse 14) The Apostle goes on to identify, “However if you suffer as a Christian…you bear that name” (Verse 16) Simon Peter sees our Christian faith as one reason for going through suffering. The second reason for us going through suffering (and it SHOULD NEVER BE) is seen in Verse 15, “As a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler”.  
Do you see what I see, in this passage? God’s people should never be in the position where they go through legitimate suffering because of active sin. Please note that the scope of sin reaches from murder to simply meddling in other’s lives (i.e. gossip, manipulation, etc.) Christians must be righteous, holy, moral and “continue to do good”. (Verse 19) There is no excuse for God’s people to earn pain and suffering for doing bad. The reason for such instruction from Peter is found in verse 16. “However, if you suffer as a Christian, DO NOT BE ASHAMED, but PRAISE GOD that you bear that name.” As God’s children we bear the mark of Christ; even found in the name we are called! We are to wear it proudly! 

No wonder we must have a sermon highlighting how commitment plays an important role in living a life of prayer. When we accompany our Lord through our earthly sojourn, we walk alongside God through every single thing that happens, every single day. We walk beside the living, invisible God to serve Him and show off His glory! This is why we are still alive following our conversion. If your life and mine has no purpose or goal to show off God, He would have translated each of us into Heaven the very moment we accepted Christ. But we live for a purpose, to: “Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ” (Verse 13) and “praise God that you bear that name.” (Verse 16)          
III. CHRISTIANS ARE TO COMMIT THEMSELVES TO GOD!
(Verses 18-19)

Amazingly there are several intentions on God’s part for introducing the sacrificial system in the Old Testament. It was an activity fashioned by God to require His people to sacrifice something of value in worshipping Him. Around here we have for years taught that to truly come to church to worship God demands us to “Commit [ourselves] to [our] faithful Creator”. (Verse 19) How different this idea is from the current thought that coming for worship is for us to get something from God rather than committing ourselves to God. 
I submit that when people come to a worship service and leave without giving anything new of themselves to God, they have not really worshipped Him at all. Whenever a Christian goes through a day without God being the focus of all which is experienced, that child of God is living for themselves and not humbly living as a sacrifice to their God. Such is not the idea God had in mind when “The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life” (Genesis 2:7). God gave us life so we would be TOTALLY His! Nothing less will do. But our allegiance gets all messed up. We, so often, change our loyalty because we want to do what we want to do. We crave being the center of God’s attention, other people’s attention or the center of activity. GOD MADE US SO HE COULD BE THE CENTER OF OUR ATTENTION! So Peter tells us that a correct way of life will be all about making an ongoing commitment of ourselves to God. 

Jesus had this in mind in Matthew 6:19-21. He tells His followers not to lay up for themselves treasures on earth. He sums it up by declaring, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” God wants our heart! If anything takes more focus (in life) than God, He is not our treasure. If an amusement, an activity, a person, or an object becomes our number one priority: that is our treasure! Our life should be all about giving ourselves to God, continually. In conclusion, we return to verse 19 where it is written, “So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.”  It’s not about us folks. Life is not about us! It’s about Him, the Creator of all things, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end! May the upcoming year, for each of us, truly be a year of faithful commitment to our God as we give our whole heart to Him every moment of every day!    
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