“ACCOUNTABILITY: AN INGREDIENT & GOAL OF A CHURCH”
Acts 2:42-47


Titus 2:1-8



1 Peter 5:5
There is a word in the English language which brings with it a very significant feature on human understanding. The word is “context”. If someone makes a statement, and the listener knows the “context” of the statement, good communication happens. If, however, a statement is made without the hearer having any knowledge of the subject or the setting of said statement, confusion can arise. This is particularly true with the English language. English words can often have more than one meaning. There may even be drastic differences between the varied meanings. It is on such occasions that “context” places a key role. If you know the “context” you can correctly identify what is being said.

We embarked last week on a sermonic presentation of two goals or objectives which this Pastor is laying before the congregation for the year 2010. Last week we highlighted the command, in the Book of Acts, for Christians to practice “Hospitality” with one another. In the “context” of the Church, this trait of a congregation means being unified with each other. It means getting to know each another deeply. Today, we want to present the second of two objectives for this year. It is the goal of “Accountability”. In three Scriptures, we will observe this morning, we see God’s thinking concerning another facet of Christian relationships. 
The first section of Scripture we look at returns us to the main Bible passage we opened last week. It is Acts 2:42-47. Be careful to observe the highlighted words in the verses (highlighted on the screen) as I read the passage to you. 
(READ ACTS 2:42-47)
The early Church was composed of Christians who “were together, had everything in common and selling their possessions and goods, gave to anyone as he had need”. In the “context” of this passage, the word “accountability” does not appear but is implied. Here it does not refer to giving answers to people who question someone’s behavior. Nor does it mean providing a balance sheet of figures explaining how funds were spent. In simple, straightforward terms, the inferred meaning of our 2010 goal of “accountability”, as applied to this passage of scripture, is that of Christian brothers and sisters making an investment of themselves in the life of others. Let’s look at three ways in which “accountability” is described in Acts 2:42-47. 
The first demonstration of accountability is the general description of these brand-new Christians “being together”. They made an investment in each other. This investment tells us God’s people actually made a sacrifice of surrendering their own individuality for the sake of unity. They “were together” rather than “apart”. They are not described by a huge number, though they could have been portrayed in such a way. We know that over 3,000 were added to their number on one day alone. The focus (different than our emphasis today) was on unity rather than numbers. I have found over the years of being a pastor that even my own family back in Rockford, Illinois never asks me if my congregation “is together” when I go home for a visit. Instead I am asked how many people are in my church. The reality in “were together” speaks of an inward realization of oneness, not outward numbers. 

The second description of this “accountability” is that these people “had everything in common”. What an incredible idea this is for us to grasp! These folk experienced the reality that came with belonging to one another. If you talked to any of them about what was believed or what the outlook on life was, you got the same response. If you observed how any of them acted in public, you saw the same behavior. If you listened to others talking about the lifestyle of these believers, you heard the same testimony. They clearly presented to a watching world A ONENESS. What a difference from the “dog-eat-dog world” around them! Their loyalty to one another was impeccable. They had “everything in common”. 
The third description of this “accountability” is that these believers EVEN “sold their possessions and goods (when necessary) and gave to anyone as he had need”. Their accountability toward one another even encompassed material things. They sensitively recognized there were needs in the lives of fellow members of the church. Of their own initiative they sold some of what they owned in order to meet other members’ needs. That is a specific sacrifice of time, thought and possessions! That is real accountability! 

I know that such a lifestyle is completely un-American, to say the least. Such thinking would often incur scorn and laughter with many of our peers today. Yet, a historian by the name of Dr. Luke (in the first Century A.D.) wrote this (the book of Acts) as a matter of public record. It was open to scrutiny by anyone who might question its validity. These Christians are presented to us as placing each other in a position of value to such a degree that it was “ONE FOR ALL AND ALL FOR ONE”!
Once again, we have God’s Written Word portraying His expectation for His people. They are to go beyond simple friendliness and surface relationships only. Let’s look at our second section of Scripture. It is Titus 2:1-8. I ask you to again follow the verses on the screen as I read them, observing the highlighted words. 
(READ TITUS 2:1-8) 
Here we see talk of “older men” and “younger men”. We also read of “older women” and “younger women”. The investment which Christians were expected to make is once more described at a deeper relationship than “surface” only. 

Let me point out to you that the designation of “older” and “younger” does not refer to chronological age. Paul’s focus is about “spiritual maturity”. This is consistent with the Biblical process of sanctification, or “growing in the Lord”. Paul’s viewpoint is that Christians are given the indwelling Holy Spirit so they will “mature”. To learn to “walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7) is a life-long process. God established the church to bring people together so they would assist each other on life’s journey. I am going to take a brief detour from our Titus passage (at this time) to show how this theme plays out in the New Testament. The Bible shows believers as fellow travelers through life. From our Lord’s viewpoint, most Christians believe it is enough to travel on the “wide road” of self-sufficiency. Only a few will travel on the “narrow road” of faith. (Matthew 7:13-14) The result of which road people travel can either be present ruin in life or abundance and fulfillment. Paul refers to this same truth as Christians either building their lives with “gold, silver, precious stones” or “wood, hay or straw”. (1 Corinthians 3:12) He bases this on, “Each one should be careful how he builds”. (Verse 10) These verses conclude with “If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.” (1 Corinthians 3:14-15) 
Let’s go back to our understanding of the passage in Titus. Paul says that the church is about Christians sharing their life experiences with one another so that they will be assisted in the difficult task of living out their faith. The “older ones” (more experienced in faith) are to “teach, train” the “younger ones” (less experienced). Church members are to be committed to giving others a chance to learn from their experience. We find in the Titus verses that those with less experience are to welcome training and teaching from the more experienced. Do you get the thrust in these verses? Believers are to be a part of a church so God can work through them to share themselves with others. This is a whole lot different than simply attending a worship service or exchanging pleasantries with brothers and sisters in the Lord. It is a commitment to be an active part of a church with a specific purpose or goal. Thus, God is saying we need each other! Take away such a commitment and scores of believers are cheated out of the input of personal experience which fellow believers can bring to light. 

 (READ 1 PETER 5:5)

My goodness! Christians at all levels of spiritual maturity are to “be submissive, to clothe themselves with humility toward one another”. Peter concludes, that if Christians do not act this way toward one another, it is an issue of PRIDE! Anyone who thinks that fellow church members are not important to his life must readjust his thinking. To commit to such a position is clearly WRONG! To harbor the thought that one does not need to be active in a local church congregation is SIN! For a Christian to entertain the thought that he does not have to invest in the lives of church brothers and sisters is PRIDE. We know what God thinks of pride, don’t we? Don’t take offense at what I am saying, please! I am not the one saying it! I am just reading it to you: STRAIGHT OUT OF GOD’S HOLY WORD! Take it up with our Lord: I dare you! Please show me where these verses mean anything different from what has been shared! Bring it on, if you can! 

For the calendar year 2010 ACCOUNTABILITY is our second goal. This Church needs every person who claims this as their church to step up to the plate. The time for personal individuality disappeared when the Lord established His church. Church members must cross the line of personal privacy and (as we learned last week) “Be devoted” to their Church family, especially in “hospitality and accountability”. Let us pray!   
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