“ANDREW: A MAN OF CORDIALITY”
John 1:35-41


John 6:5-9



John 12:20-22
There is a dynamic that goes on between people, when folk get together. Some people are very outgoing. They move right into greeting others and initiating interaction. Others are much more reserved. They usually do not speak unless spoken to. The vast majority of people seek friends and acquaintances for a casual update on things that have happened in their lives, before “fading into the crowd”. Believe it or not, there is a whole field of behavioral science composed of professional researchers (within the field of sociology) who study human activity among groups of people. 

We see this dynamic among the twelve original disciples of Jesus. There were men like Peter and Philip who would instantly make contact with new people while others like Thaddeus and Nathanael would wait for others to begin a conversation. Today we unwrap the package of information about one of the initiators in this group of men. His name is Andrew. There is much to commend this man for. Yet, we see some of the family nuances and factors that made him the way he is. The Lord desired to change this man just as much as the others He called. Let’s observe two specific occasions when this man’s “trait of cordiality” is shown in full force. We find them recorded in the Gospel of John.

(John 1:35-41)

1. ANDREW WAS CORDIAL WHEN DEALING WITH STRANGERS!

In the verses, immediately preceding our section of Scripture, we discover a very interesting scene taking place. The book of John plunges into a presentation of Jesus as the “Living Word” of God. Its purpose is to establish the theme of the Apostle John’s message. We will save a study of this purpose for another day. Following this stated aim of the book, the author presents the ministry of John the Baptizer. This man is the predicted Herald of the upcoming Messiah; Jesus of Nazareth. Two immediate realities rise to the surface concerning this man’s ministry. The first is that he is only the forerunner of the Messiah. He is NOT the Christ! Secondly, when seeing Jesus in the vicinity, he instructs his disciples that the Nazarene he has baptized to inaugurate ministry is the Christ. On two consecutive days John the Baptizer, upon seeing Jesus, gives testimony that Jesus is the “Son of God” (John1:34) and the “Lamb of God” (Verse 36). Both of these titles are found in the Old Testament and are clearly prophetic names of the Messiah.

Our disciple of interest, today, is one of the disciples of this Herald. Here is the first encounter with Andrew. He listens to the message of ‘The Baptizer” and at once, he follows Jesus (Verses 37 & 40). He had never known about Jesus before these two days. Do you know what we are told after his decision to follow Jesus and listen to his message? Verse 41 tells us “The first thing Andrew did”. He didn’t wait to hear what Jesus taught for a few months. He was already on a quest to learn who might be the Messiah. He already had confidence in the message of John the Baptizer and so when he hears what John says, “the first thing Andrew did, was to find his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (that is the Christ).” Andrew and Simon were Galilean fishermen. They were close to one another. They were not unlike two other Galilean brothers; James and John, the sons of Zebedee. Fishing was a family vocation. It would have only been a matter of time for Simon to have discovered the Messianic qualifications of Jesus of Nazareth. But Andrew doesn’t wait for such information to follow its course into the awareness of his brother. He initiates Simon’s discovery. He was one of the people who took the lead in dispensing valid information. This section of Bible verses finishes up with the specific comment, “And he brought him to Jesus” (John1: 42)
Andrew had information that his brother needed to know. He was not an individual who would wait for others to make their own discoveries. On top of that, he was the type of individual who would gravitate toward leadership. Almost all “people persons” bring with them such a need for prominence. When he knew of vital data, he initiated conversation. More than that, he took the lead in introducing his brother to Jesus. Such an action occurred because this man had the trait of cordiality. When he met someone and learned things about him, he initiated action to share the information he had obtained. Not everyone is made by God like Andrew. But we have just made a beginning observation about this disciple. He appears to be ready to take a lead in the Lord’s band of men. But, Let’s look at a second section of this same Gospel.
(John 6:5-9)
2. ANDREW WAS CORDIAL WHEN IT CAME TO THE PUBLIC! 
We are still in the area of Israel named Galilee. It is in the northern section of the nation. It is the rural region of this Middle Eastern nation. Verses 1-2 of the Sixth Chapter of John relate to us that the Lord found a hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee. Because the major city of “Tiberias” (still in existence today) is located by this body of water, (and mentioned in the verses) the location of this incident is clearly identified for the reader. Verse 5 states that “when Jesus looked up” (undoubtedly as the Lord finished his teaching of his disciples) he “saw a great crowd coming toward him”. To give us a correct perspective, Jesus has the disciples use a boat to cross from Tiberias to the opposite side of the sea. By all historical accounts, on foot, it would have taken a couple of days for the crowd to travel around the massive lake to the other side, where Jesus and the disciples were now gathered. How incredible the timing of the Lord. He had retreated to this hillside to have time alone with his disciples. We call this the giving of “the Sermon on the Mount”. As Jesus finishes his instruction, the crowd finally arrives. 

The Lord asks Philip (a disciple we will learn about in a few weeks), “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” (Verse 5) Jesus already knew what he was going to do and Verse 6 informs us that Jesus “asked this only to test him”. Philip is appalled at the Lord’s question. It staggered his mind to try and solve the problem. He has already calculated the impossibility of the current situation. Verse 8 tells us that Andrew overheard the conversation. Notice the context. The crowd has just arrived. They have been traveling for at least two days. They have not been a part of the teaching time (in spite of popular opinion). As they gather between the Sea of Galilee and the top of the hillside, we are told down in Verse 10 that “there was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them.” When was the last time you attended an event at Arco Arena, Oakland Coliseum or someplace holding thousands of people. They all arrive at the same time and immediately help themselves to the seating right? Of course not! It takes time for a crowd of this size to settle in. And during that time the people at the location only notice a sea of faces. People are jostling one another, trying to get the best seat. There are no tickets or reserved seats on this occasion. Utter bedlam was in force. In the midst of this scenario Andrew jumps into problem solving without even being asked. He informs his Lord that he knows for a fact that a little boy has brought a sack lunch. Verses 8- 9 tells us, “Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
Notice that Andrew did not have a clue what the Lord was going to do, BUT: he knew not only about a small child in attendance; he knew what the boy had in his lunchbox. Is Andrew an initiator or what? Who else, in that throng of people, could tell you what a young boy had in the way of food? Andrew could. And it wasn’t just that he had seen some child carrying loaves and fishes. He had to have had a conversation with this boy. He had to have gotten familiar enough with this child in order to talk about lunch plans. We’ve all heard many sermons on this event. Suffice it to say that Andrew was busy doing what he did as a matter of practice. He introduced people to his Lord. 
We do not have time to actually dwell on a third portion of the Gospel of John so I will only mention it in a brief reference. It highlights (even further) what I have shared with you today. In John 12:20-22 we read “Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. ‘Sir, we would like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.” Who, obviously, was the introducer of people to Jesus? It was not Philip but Andrew who used his access to the Lord in order to bring people to the Messiah. He was a man of cordiality. People were comfortable with this man. He could talk to anyone: even Greeks. 
There is a lesson he learned while following Jesus. Andrew grew into holding a view that he did not need to be an upfront person to serve his Master. Most of us know that the Lord had an inner group of three disciples. They were given more leadership training by the Lord, than others. The three were James and John, “the sons of thunder” and Simon, Andrew’s brother. Have you noticed that Andrew is never included in the inner group? His own brother is more the leader than Andrew was. Through his years of following his Lord, Andrew learned it did not matter if he ever shared “center stage” with the leaders. He was simply content to serve his Lord, regardless. Position is not important to him! Status is not an issue with him! He is an initiator and he is cordial! If he hung around with anyone, it was Philip rather than the “core group”. And it never bothered him. He delighted in simple ministry.
Church tradition tells us this humble servant of the Lord established a church in Constantinople. While in that location he refused to make sacrifices to pagan idols and he was crucified. Most accounts specify that he hung on the cross for over two days and continuously praised his God, out loud, until his death. 

It doesn’t take a position of leadership to leave one’s mark for the Lord. A simple, dedicated, consecrated, committed life for the Lord is what matters. How sad that so many Christians believe, that in order to be important to their Lord, they must be in a position of prominence. God chooses to work with those who are His. He determines what role each person is to hold in the church. All He asks for is our entire heart! Ministry needs to be done. God has distributed spiritual gifts to each of his children with that in mind. There is no special position or ministry God places in a higher category. Hopefully this encourages each of us to be all that God wants us to be. What has God called you to do? If you belong to Him, He does have a ministry for you! Be sure to fall in love with that calling and give yourself totally to it just like Andrew did!  
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